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MRS. ESTHER (WEIDNER) REBER 

 This article begins with what might normally be considered the end of the 

story – the conference obituaries of the two principle characters.  Each memoir 

catches the essence of its subject and prepares the reader to fully appreciate the 

remaining segments of the article – which discuss the conference and congregations 

within which the Rebers ministered and give some added insight into the family 

and personal life of a parsonage spouse who experienced the ultimate unexpected 

disruption in the death of her husband. 

 

Howard F. Reber (1888-1914)1 

 I was very much impressed with the youth and zeal of this young man when 

I first met him as his presiding elder, on the Eschol charge, in Perry County, to 

which I had appointed him.  I was surprised to learn that he was only seventeen 

years of age.  He had made quite a number of addresses to the shop men of Reading, 

Pennsylvania.  His pointed, practical talks, together with his sincerity, earnestness, 

and charming personality drew the men to him.  The unction of the Spirit rested 

upon him and all felt that this young Timothy was surely called of God to deliver 

his messages. 

 Many could not understand the marvelous power that he wielded.  There 

was something more than mere curiosity that drew the crowds to him.  The Lord 

gave him a deep, religious experience at an early age, and a rare insight into the 

Word of God.  With ease and grace he spoke on the fundamental themes of the 

gospel, and handled his audiences with wisdom and tact.  When hearing him, I said 

to myself, “He is a born preacher.”  Everything came to him so naturally when in 

the pulpit and in the home.  Everyone was at ease in his presence, and sought his 

company and fellowship, for he was endowed with rich social qualities.  He had 

elements than won the people, wherever he went. 

 Realizing that he had natural gifts and much aptitude, he did not at first see 

the necessity of more training in the schools.  I tried to show him in my confidential 

talks the importance of application to study and further schooling.  I was much 

gratified to learn afterwards that he had taken up the course of study in Bonebrake 

Theological Seminary.2 

 He was born in McKeansburg, Pennsylvania, April 1, 1888, and died of 

appendicitis, April 23, 1914, age 26 years and 22 days.  When a mere child – like 

                                                           
1 This obituary appeared in the 1914 Journal of the Allegheny Conference of the United Brethren 
Church, pages 83-84, and was written by Rev. John Isaac Lewis, the conference superintendent 
who had appointed Reber to his first charge in 1903. 
2 This was the United Brethren denomination’s seminary in Dayton OH, which was founded in 
1871 as Union Seminary, re-named Bonebrake Theological Seminary in 1909, and re-named 
United Theological Seminary in 1954. 
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Samuel – he manifested so much interest in religious interests that neighbors and 

friends predicted that at some time he would become a minister of the gospel. 

 While he had these early religious impressions, he did not give himself in 

conscious and intelligent dedication to the Lord till he reached the age of ten years.  

When sixteen years of age he was given quarterly conference license to preach.  

This is an age when most persons are regarded as mere children, who are engrossed 

with the thoughtlessness and even the frivolities of adolescence.  But this youth was 

already making addresses to shop men and urging them with his pathetic appeals 

and impassioned earnestness to forsake the ways of sin and to give their hearts to 

the Lord that they might live clean and upright lives.  Then he entered joyfully the 

serious and difficult work of caring for congregations and of preaching the gospel 

to his seniors in years – to both save them and to build them up in their faith of the 

gospel that they might be trained for service in the Master’s kingdom. 

 He served very acceptably in the Eschol, Hustontown and Middleburg 

charges in Allegheny Conference, and while attending the Seminary did double 

work by serving the Oregonia and Kingsville charges in the Miami Conference.  He 

was quite successful on all these five charges.  His presiding elder in Ohio, in 

commending his work, said that he not only won men to Christ, but also 

strengthened his charges by organizing and promoting the interests of the kingdom 

of God.  The organizing ability that was manifested by him gathering the employees 

together in one of the shops in Reading at the noon-day meetings, helped him in the 

management of his congregations.  Like his Savior, at the age of twelve he was 

deeply impressed that he must be “about his Father’s business.”   

In his brief ministry it has been reported that as many as one hundred souls 

have been converted, and through these as well as through others that have been 

edified, his ministry of love will be perpetuated to an extent that no words can 

adequately describe.  His great social gifts endeared him to his large circle of 

friends.  He made remarkable friendships wherever he went, and all seemed to like 

him and treat him with kindness and benevolence.   

He married Miss Esther Naomi Weidner in 1907, a young lady of Reading, 

who later accompanied him to Dayton, and they pursued the course of study 

together for three years.  Just a few days before commencement, when he would 

have received his well-earned diploma, he was called to his home in heaven to 

receive his crown of glory that fadeth not away and that will be decked with one 

hundred or more brilliant stars.  Dr. J.P. Landis,3 who read an obituary at the funeral 

in Reading, said, “I will give her the diploma which she has well earned by her 

faithful and successful work in the Seminary.  She shall also have his diploma, 

which will be a memorial to her of his earnest work as a student with us.” 

Brother Reber has been distinguished by an early promotion and may have 

accomplished as much good as some who have lived to be more advanced in years.  

                                                           
3Josiah Pennabecker Landis (1843-1937) was the president of Bonebrake Theological Seminary. 
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His wife, who was such a help and inspiration to him, constantly standing by his 

side, wrote to me as follows: “He was a good, dear husband: industrious and always 

looking forward to the time when he should again go back to Allegheny Conference 

with enlarged interests and better equipment for the work he so much loved.  He 

used to say that he did not know how he succeeded before he entered the Seminary.  

It is so sad to think what an undertaking it meant to him to go to Dayton, and 

working hard for three years, and just a week before graduation for our hopes to be 

crushed to the ground.  Sometimes I feel that it is more than I can endure to be 

separated from him so early in life, but I know some day we shall meet again, for I 

feel sure that my dear husband has entered that home above.” 

It is certainly hard to understand why a life so promising should be cut off 

so suddenly, but his dear Master said to his disciples, “What I do, thou knowest not 

now, but thou shalt know hereafter.”  Paul says, “Here we see through a glass 

darkly, but after a while we shall see face to face.”  In His presence all doubts shall 

be dissolved, all clouds shall be scattered, all questions shall be fully answered, all 

darkness shall be dissipated, all tears shall be wiped away, for there shall be no 

night there.  J.I.L. Ressler  

 

Mrs. Esther Reber Walters (1886-1962)4 

 Mrs. Esther Reber Walters, widow of the late Reverend J.M. Walters, 

minister in the East Pennsylvania Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren 

Church, was born August 21, 1886, in Reading, Pennsylvania.  After many years 

of faithful service as a helpmate in the parsonage and as a loyal servant of Christ in 

the life of His Church, she passed to her eternal home on Tuesday, January 2, 1962, 

at the age of 75 years, 4 months, and 1 days. 

 Mrs. Walters was the daughter of the late John B. and Rebecca A. (Gehret) 

Weidner.  Her education was received in the public schools of Reading.  At the age 

of 14 she was confirmed in the Lutheran Church.5  A few years later she assumed 

leadership in the active youth program at the Salem United Brethren Church in 

Reading, and transferred her membership to this church.  In Salem Church she met 

Howard F. Reber, whom she married on March 14, 1907.  Together they moved to 

Hustontown, Fulton County, Pennsylvania, where the Rev. Mr. Reber was serving 

six churches.  In 1908 they were sent to Middleburg in Snyder County where they 

also served six churches.  In this same year a daughter, the late Bessie Rebecca 

Reber, was born.6 

                                                           
4 This obituary appeared in the 1962 Journal of the East Pennsylvania Conference of the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church, pages 61-62, and was written by Rev. George W. Bashore, 
pastor of Mrs. Esther (Weidner) Reber – later Mrs. Walters – at Zion EUB Church in Reading PA. 
5 The Weidner family’s Lutheran connections were apparently strong, as Esther’s sister Estelle 
married Lutheran pastor Rev. Wirt Addison Dries (1875-1955). 
6 Bessie Rebecca Reber (1908-1955) never married.  She is buried by her father at the Charles 
Evans Cemetery in Reading. 
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 Through her keen interest in the pursuit of increased knowledge into the 

truth of God and the Holy Scriptures she persuaded her husband to enroll in the 

Bonebrake Seminary, now United Seminary, in Dayton, Ohio.  While at Seminary, 

she completed the course of study for deaconess service. Six days before graduation 

tragedy struck the home, when her husband died on April 23, 1914.  Three months 

later a son, Howard F. Reber, Jr., was born7 at the home of her parents in Reading.  

For three years she taught in the public schools in Reading. 

 In 1920 she was united in marriage with the Rev. John M. Walters, whom 

she met at the Elizabethville Campmeeeting.8  Mrs. Walters with her late husband 

ministered to the following charges: Lititz, Pottstown, Reading Zion, Elizabeth-

ville, and Denver.  At Lititz a son, David R., was born September 18, 1921.9 

 In 1939 they moved to Reading, where they shared retirement together until 

the death of her husband on March 27, 1945.  She maintained an active role in the 

life of Reading Zion Church as a teacher of a Sunday School class and as a 

participant in the Women’s Society of World Service. 

 

The Allegheny Conference 

 While the Rebers met in Reading’s Salem United Brethren Church of the 

East Pennsylvania Conference, their Pennsylvania ministry was on three charges in 

the Allegheny Conference – all of which are within the bounds of our present 

Susquehanna Conference.  Since neither the Allegheny Conference nor any of the 

charges has survived into the present United Methodist Church, those ecclesiastical 

entities are now examined. 

 In the United Brethren Church, the state of Pennsylvania was essentially 

split among four conferences – East Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania, Allegheny and 

Erie.  While most of the boundaries of those conferences were relatively stable over 

the years, the eastern boundary of the Allegheny Conferences was not – and its 

periodic revisions play a role in the story of Rev. and Mrs. Reber.  

 The most familiar and longstanding eastern boundary of the Allegheny 

Conference follows Susquehanna River from where the North Branch enters 

Pennsylvania in Bradford County to the mouth of the Juniata River.  Then, in the 

words of the 1909 Discipline: “Beginning at the mouth of the Juniata River; thence 

along said river westward to the crest of the Tuscarora Mountains; thence 

                                                           
7 Dr. Howard Franklin Reber Jr. (1914-1992) graduated from Lebanon Valley College in 1937 and 
received his medical degree from Jefferson Medical College (now the Sidney Kimmel Medical 
College) in Philadelphia.  He served on the staff at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Reading and in 1962 
was a co-founder of Reading’s AM-FM City Broadcasting Company (WRFY). 
8 This is properly known as the Lykens Valley Camp Meeting, and Rev. J.M. Walters was one of its 
1894 founders and a lifelong enthusiastic supporter.  It continues today as an “inter-
denominational, multi-generational, family friendly” ministry. 
9 Dr. David Robert Walters (1921-2006) graduated from Albright College in 1943 and received his 
PhD in organic chemistry from Rutgers University in New Jersey in 1948. 
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southward along the crest of said mountains to the state of Maryland.”  The crest 

of the Tuscarora Mountains follows the county lines and places Fulton, Huntingdon 

and Juniata counties in the Allegheny Conference.  The Juniata River splits Perry 

County and places its northern portion in the Allegheny Conference. 

 That was also the eastern boundary of the Allegheny Conference prior to 

1901.  But from 1901 to 1909, the Allegheny Conference included parts of western 

Perry and Franklin counties defined as follows in the 1905 Discipline: “Beginning 

at the mouth of the Juniata River; thence along said river westward to Newport; 

thence along the Shermans Valley Railroad10 to Loysville; thence southward to a 

spur of the Blue Ridge Mountains; thence southward along the crest of said 

mountain, forming the northern boundary of the Cumberland Valley, to the state of 

Maryland.”  This area included three charges: Eschol in Perry County, and Path 

Valley and Horse Valley in Franklin County. 

 This anomaly was prompted by adjustments due to the dissolution of the 

denomination’s Eastern Conference in 1901.  From 1869 to 1901, there existed an 

overlapping German-speaking conference known variously as the East German 

Conference (1869-1877 and 1881-1897) and the Eastern Conference (1877-1881 

and 1897-1901).  Reading, Reber’s hometown, for example, had United Brethren 

congregations in two conferences: First [Zion], Third11 [Salem] and Fourth 

[Memorial] in the Eastern Conference and Otterbein (a strictly English-speaking 

daughter church of First) in the East Pennsylvania Conference.  In 1912, Memorial 

and Otterbein united to become Trinity. 

 The Eastern Conference also had two charges (Middleburg and 

Susquehanna) within the bounds of the Allegheny Conference.  In 1901, at the 

dissolution of the Eastern Conference, three of its former charges were placed in 

the Allegheny Conference: Middleburg and Susquehanna – because they were west 

of the Susquehanna and within the boundaries of the Allegheny Conference; and 

the Milton Bethany congregation – even though it was east of the Susquehanna and 

within the boundaries of the East Pennsylvania Conference.  All three of those 

charges remained in the Allegheny Conference until its dissolution in 1952. 

 Rev. Howard Reber served three circuit appointments in the Allegheny 

Conference: one (Eschol) that was taken from the Pennsylvania Conference in 

1901, one (Hustontown) that was a natural part of the Allegheny Conference, and 

one (Middleburg) that was taken from the Eastern Conference in 1901.  None of 

these circuits, and only two of their congregations, exist today in the United 

Methodist Church, and their stories involve three very different scenarios within 

                                                           
10 The Newport and Shermans Valley Railroad was a narrow gauge railroad that ran from 
Newport to New Germantown.  A tunnel to connect the railroad with Path Valley was begun, but 
never completed.  None of the track remains, but part of the railroad bed is now a hike/bike trail. 
11 H.F. Reber’s family were active members of the Salem United Brethren Church and donors of a 
stained glass window during the 1904-05 renovations.  This was the charge from which Reber 
received his quarterly conference preacher’s license. 
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United Brethren history.  This article continues with the stories of those three 

circuits. 

Eschol Circuit (Perry County) 

 H.F. Reber served the Eschol circuit 1904-05.  At that time there were four 

church buildings on the circuit: Eschol, Gingerich’s, Mannsville and Otterbein 

Chapel.  At one time there had been a fifth church building at Ickesburg – in fact, 

the appointment had been known as the Ickesburg circuit until 1880.  In addition, 

the church at New Bloomfield was attached to the Eschol circuit 1898-1901 – and 

placed back in the Perry circuit in 1901 when the rest of the Eschol circuit was 

transferred to the Allegheny Conference. 

 This circuit was seriously affected by the denominational split of 1889, as 

both factions continued to claim ownership of the four church buildings and appoint 

pastors to serve the circuit.  During the 1890-92 conference years, the circuit 

membership in the continuing UB (New Constitution) denomination dropped from 

170 to 86.  During that same period, the membership claimed by the dissenting 

UBOC (Old Constitution) denomination rose from 75 to 88 – and a new church 

building was added, presumably Mount Vernon.  But there are no records of 

hostilities or legal battles as there were on some circuits – and it appears that the 

UBOC may have continued to hold meetings in the original four buildings at times 

when the UB was not using them, while concentrating their efforts on the new 

Mount Vernon building.  The 1909 conference journal, page 19, lists the four 

churches as being under the care of the Shermansdale charge and having the 

following memberships: Eschol (15), Gingerich’s (10), Otterbein (6), Mannsville 

(2). 

 More details about the history and exact location of each building are 

available in the “closed churches” data base within the archives section of the 

conference’s website.  Following is a brief account of each building mentioned 

above, in the order of closure. 

     Ickesburg – This building was sold to a local cornet band in 1883.  The building 

is still standing. 

     Gingerich’s – This building was sold in 1910 to the Methodist Episcopal 

denomination for $215.00 and re-named Marsh Run.  Services there ended in 1928.  

The building has since been sold, moved back from highway about 100 yards, and 

is now a private residence. 

     Mannsville – This building was sold in 1911 for $200 and has since been razed.  

The site is now an empty lot. 

     Otterbein Chapel – This building stood on the ridge about 1 mile south of 

Donnally Mills and was abandoned by 1913.  Hain’s 1922 History of Perry County, 

page 1069, reports that it was sold in 1900 for $500 – but that seems to be in error, 

as the 1909 conference journal reported members on the roll and the 1915 

conference journal,  page 28, mentions renewed efforts to sell the property. 
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     Eschol – This building was sold in 1913 to the United Brethren Old Constitution 

denomination for $290.  The last UBOC preaching there was in 1915, and they sold 

the building in 1919 for $150.  The building was razed and only the cemetery 

remains. 

     Mount Vernon – This building was erected by the United Brethren Old 

Constitution denomination in 1890 and served until 1981, when it was sold to the 

Church of the Living Christ of Loysville.  That congregation relocated to a new 

facility in 1985.  The building is now a private residence, with the cemetery as part 

of the yard. 

     New Bloomfield – This building was erected in 1897.  In 1995, the congregation 

merged with Keboch Memorial, the town’s former Methodist congregation, to form 

New Bloomfield UMC and meet in the former Methodist building. 

Hustontown Circuit (Fulton County) 

 H.F. Reber served Hustontown circuit 1905-07.  At that time there were six 

church buildings on the circuit: Bethlehem, Cromwell, Hustontown, Mt. Tabor, 

Oak Grove, Wells Valley – and a seventh appointment meeting in the Reformed 

church building east of Knobsville.   

It was in March 1907, while he was serving Hustontown circuit, that the 

Rebers were married.  Because a newspaper account12 of that wedding gives 

information about the circuit as well as the couple, it is presented here in its entirety. 
            MATRIMONIAL 

 A pretty home wedding took place at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Weidner, 

728 North Tenth Street, at o'clock Thursday afternoon, when their daughter, Miss 

Esther N. Weidner, was united in marriage to Rev. H.F. Reber, son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Joshua U. Reber. 925 North Tenth Street. The ceremony was performed in the 

parlor by Presiding Elder G.W. Sherry13 of Huntingdon and was witnessed by the 

relatives and nearest friends. The couple were unattended. At 6 p.m. a wedding 

supper was partaken of. The table was tastily decorated with pink carnations. Rev. 

Mr. Reber and his bride left for Palmyra and other points. Next Tuesday evening 

he will have charge of the services at Mapletown.  Rev. Mr. Reber has been pastor 

of the Hustontown, Fulton County, Pa., charge of the United Brethren church for 

the past year. There are seven congregations on the circuit and he is kept pretty 

busy. During the winter he conducted revivals at Bethlehem, Hustontown and 

Knobsville. Rev. Mr. Reber is now engaged in building a large church at Oak 

Grove, eight miles west of Hustontown. A parsonage will also be erected. There 

are 300 members connected with the said seven congregations.  

More details about the history and exact location of each building are available 

in the “closed churches” data base within the archives section of the conference’s 

                                                           
12 Reading Times 3/15/1907, page 8.  Note that having a married pastor seemed to encourage 

building a parsonage for the circuit. 
13 The artcle is in error.  This is George Washington Sherrick (1858-1918).  He had been a 
presiding elder (district superintendent) before Reber entered the ministry, but he was now 
pastor of the church in Huntingdon. 
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website.  Cromwell and Oak Grove are in Huntingdon County, and the rest are in 

Fulton County.  Following is a brief account of each building mentioned above, in 

the order of closure.  

Knobsville – This structure, the first church building erected in Todd township, 

was built in 1844 as the Nazareth Reformed Church.  Just east of Knobsville, the 

building was used by the Reformed people and others until about 1916 when it was 

removed.  The remaining cemetery is officially known as the Reformed Cemetery 

– but it is sometimes referred to as the United Brethren Cemetery, probably 

indicating that the United Brethren were the last to occupy it on a regular basis.  It 

so happens that the Reber wedding article is the only known primary source 

documentation that the denomination had a continuing appointment there. 

Hustontown – In 1892, Fulton circuit was re-named Hustontown circuit, and 

the church building here was dedicated in November of that year.  In 1926, the then 

5-point Hustontown circuit was discontinued, and the appointment was abandoned.  

The property was sold in 1927 and the building is now a private home. 

     Wells Valley – The congregation was organized in 1850 by the pastor of the 

Juniata circuit, and a church building was erected in 1853.  The congregation 

merged into Oak Grove in 1929.  The building is still standing, along with the 

remaining cemetery, owned by the cemetery association. 

     Cromwell – This building was built in 1904 and never supported a large 

membership.  The congregation was disbanded in 1945 and the building sold the 

following year. 

     Mt. Tabor – This building, formerly known as the Speck church, was occupied 

by the United Brethren beginning in 1887.  Although always considered United 

Brethren, it was originally deeded as a Community Church for the use "of all 

religious orthodox denominations."  By 1946 it was no longer reporting conference 

statistics and an investigation indicated, “It is now being used by the Church of the 

Nazarene.” 

     Oak Grove – This church was erected under Reber and dedicated in February 

1908.  The membership always hovered around 20, and it reported only 9 members 

at the 1968 EUB-Methodist denominational union.  It was discontinued in 1971.  

The building has been razed and no traces of the structure remain, but its cemetery 

directly across the road is privately owned and still active. 

     Bethlehem – This very old congregation was founded by the Pennsylvania 

Conference in 1849 and shifted back and forth between the Pennsylvania and 

Allegheny conferences14 until permanently placed with the Allegheny Conference 

when Hustontown circuit was formed in 1892.  When Hustontwn circuit was 

dissolved in 1926, Bethlehem was declared abandoned – but was not sold.  It was 

re-opened in 1943 and continued under various alignments until 1990, when it 

merged into the former Methodist congregation at Knobsville.  The building is now 

a private home – with the cemetery for a yard. 
  

                                                           
14 See the 1996 volume of The Chronicle, page 143, for a discussion of this appointment, 
originally called Scrub Ridge, and general comments on Hustontown circuit. 
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Middleburg Circuit (Snyder County) 

 H.F. Reber served Middleburg circuit 1907-11.  At that time there were 

eight church buildings on the circuit as follows. Ebenezer, Freeburg, Freemont, 

Hummels, Middleburg Salem, New Berlin, St. Thomas, Zion. 

When Reber left in 1911, the large circuit was split.  According to the report 

of the Boundary Committee in the 1911 journal, page 57, 

  - Middleburg, Hummels, Zion and New Berlin would constitute the new  

 Middleburg charge. 

  - St. Thomas, Freeburg, Freemont and Ebenezer of the Middleburg circuit (along  

 with Salem from the Susquehanna circuit [now Oriental Salem on the  

 Reward/Salem charge] and Zion from the East Salem circuit [now Mount  

 Zion UMC on the Richfield charge]) would constitute the new Freemont  

 charge. 

More details about the history and exact location of each of the following 

buildings are available in the “closed churches” data base within the archives 

section of the conference’s website.  Following is a brief account of each building 

mentioned above, in the order of closure. 

     Zion – This building was erected in 1871 by a group that split off from the 

original Zion UB congregation (which eventually sold their building to the 

Evangelical Association and is now Zion UMC).  That 1871 building was 

dissembled in 1916 and the materials used to erect St. Luke’s church in Kissimmee 

(which merged into Hummels in 2006). 

     New Berlin – This building was erected in 1867 and significantly remodeled, 

modernized and re-dedicated under Reber in 1911.  He and his family were honored 

in the “wheat harvest” window in the renovated sanctuary.  The church, however, 

never prospered and was temporarily closed twice for brief periods before being 

permanently closed and sold in 1935.  The Evangelical branch of the EUB’s 

purchased the property and established a congregation there in 1950 that is now 

Emmanuel UMC – the “wheat harvest” window being part of the present sanctuary. 

     Ebenezer – The last regularly reported statistics for this congregation appear in 

the 1974 journal, and apparently there was no active United Methodist congregation 

after that date.  The building was sold in 1977 to house the independent Ebenezer 

Bible Church. 

     Middleburg – The present building was erected under Reber in 1909.  The 

church was discontinued in 1980 when all the members withdrew.  The building 

now houses the Salem Independent Brethren Church. 

     St. Thomas – The building here was erected in 1871.  The work was weakened 

by a 1979 congregational split and discontinued in 1983 when the remaining 

members merged into the Daniels (former Evangelical) church.  The building now 

houses a Mennonite congregation. 
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The following  three congregations from the old Middleburg circuit are the 

only ones served by Reber in his entire Allegheny Conference ministry that exist 

today as distinct congregations in the United Methodist Church. 

     Freeburg – currently an appointment on the Freeburg/Shamokin Dam charge. 

     Fremont – which was significantly remodeled and rededicated under Reber in 

  1909, currently an appointment on the Mt. Pleasant Mills charge. 

     Hummels – currently a station appointment. 

Reber and the East Pennsylvania Conference 

 Among the mysteries associated with H.F. Reber are how and why he 

associated with the Allegheny Conference instead of the East Pennsylvania 

Conference in which his home congregation of Reading Salem was located. 

 The journals of the East Pennsylvania Conference reveal that Reber was one 

of three Allegheny Conference members who attended and were granted advisory 

seats at the October 1910 conference held in Sunbury.  The other two such persons 

where Warren E. Shoop15 and James T. Spangler16, both of whom transferred to 

East Pennsylvania Conference within the year.  Whether Reber was also 

considering such a move can only be speculated. 

Summary: The Life and Ministry of Esther (Weidner) Reber 

 Included in the extensive postcard collection17 of the conference archives, 

are the two Reber family postcards on the following page which illustrate both the 

forwarding-looking thinking of Rev. H.F. Reber in using media to promote his 

ministry and the family-oriented perspective with which the Rebers approached 

their ministry.  It is assumed that the first postcard was made before the 1908 birth 

of daughter Bessie Rebecca, and that the second card was made so as to include the 

entire family.  Rev. Reber passed away before the 1914 birth of his son Howard 

Franklin Jr.  The unexpected disruption created in the life of Mrs. Reber by the 

death of her husband did not prevent her from continuing to fulfill her perceived 

calling in life.   

She was a nurturing mother.   Bessie, who had turned 6 years old less than 

a month before her father died, followed in her mother’s footsteps and became a 

                                                           
15 Warren Edwin Shoop (1885-1964) had been serving the Susquehanna circuit of the Allegheny 
Conference.  In 1910 he accepted an appointment in the East Pennsylvania Conference, and he 
formally transferred to that body the following year.  This was not unexpected, as his family was 
from northern Dauphin County and he had two brothers serving in the East Pennsylvania 
Conference. 
16 James Thomas Spangler (1868-1954) had taught at Lebanon Valley College 1897-1909.  In 1909 
he supplied a vacancy at Reading Otterbein, and in 1910 he formally transferred to the East 
Pennsylvania Conference.  In 1925 he moved to Texas to become one of the earliest faculty 
members at what is now Dallas Theological Seminary. 
17 The cards relevant to the Susquehanna Conference may be viewed on the archives website, 
which can be reached from the “resources” selection of the susumc.org conference website. 
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schoolteacher.  Howard Jr, who was born less than 4 months after his father’s death, 

graduated from Lebanon Valley College and became a medical doctor.  But that’s 

not the end of the story.  Esther was also a nurturing mother to two other children: 

Elizabeth E. Walters, the youngest child of her second husband Rev. J.M. Walters, 

who was 13 when her father remarried; David R. Walters, her son with her second 

husband.    

 She was both a teacher and a student.  In addition to teaching Sunday 

School, Esther taught in the Reading public schools for three years prior to her 

second marriage.  As reported in her conference obituary, “In her later years of 

confinement she constantly read theological and inspirational writings, but her 

main love was her discovery of the riches which she found in every verse of the 

Holy Scriptures.”  

She was a church worker. Her involvement in the life of the church 

continued without abatement, for it was at the denomination’s Lykens Valley Camp 

Meeting that Esther met Rev. J.M. Walters.  She and her step-daughter Elizabeth 

are specifically mentioned in Gibble’s 1951 History of the East Pennsylvania 

Conference as significant lay workers within the Reading Zion EUB congregation. 

In the words of her conference obituary, Esther Naomi Weidner Reber 

Walters met her life’s unexpected disruptions in such a way that “her life was a 

radiant witness to a strong and mature faith in Jesus Christ as her Savior, her Lord, 

and her Hope.” 

 


