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EDITOR'S PREFACE  
 

On behalf of the Historical Society of the Central Pennsylvania Conference of 
the United Methodist Church, I present volume XXI of The Chronicle.  For over 
twenty years, the society has produced a mix of scholarly, entertaining, informative 
and inspiring stories of United Methodism – all united by a common theme.  This 
volume continues that tradition.  

This year’s unifying theme "Tales Worth Retelling” presents three "Tales of 
My United Methodist Ancestors" written by persons inspired by the investigation and 
re-telling of the stories of their ministerial forebears and two "Tales from the 
Archives" gathered from recently acquired material of  the East Baltimore 
Conference, the 1852-1868 Methodist predecessor of the present Central 
Pennsylvania Conference.  The tales of United Methodist ancestors reveal the impact 
that nineteenth century clergy persons from Clearfield, Juniata and Perry counties had 
on society across the United States and around the world.  The tales from the archives 
reveal just how much, or perhaps just how little, things have changed in the ministry 
and in society in the past 150 years. 

Introducing these two collections is a tale worth retelling about Kate Purvis, 
the daughter of a Wyoming Conference pastor who moved his family into the Central 
Pennsylvania Conference to take advantage of Williamsport Dickinson Seminary, 
now Lycoming College.  The story of Mrs. Purvis and what she should not be 
recognized for has been unfolding in various publications for the last several years, 
and this article should end the confusion once and for all. 

Concluding the volume is a tale about history in the making ― or re-making, 
depending upon your perspective.  Central Pennsylvania United Methodists have 
voted to return to the name Susquehanna Conference in June 2010.  The reason for 
the name change and a brief history of the name Susquehanna within United 
Methodism are given in a one-page summary. 

The Chronicle is pleased to present this twenty-first volume in the hopes that 
it will help present United Methodism, if not all of Christ’s church, to recognize and 
celebrate those "tales worth retelling" in order that we may be better equipped to live 
the lives of faith to which God calls us. 


