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On the Wrong Side of the Line 

York County PA and Harford County MD  
 

by Milton Loyer, 2000 
 
United Methodism has always had problems with state boundaries – which 

do not necessarily agree with the geography, history, culture and economics of a 
region.  This became obvious in a major way in 1962, when most of the present 
Wellsboro District was separated from the two New York conferences with which 
it had been associated for well over 100 years and placed within the Central 
Pennsylvania Conference.  The opposition at the 1960 Jurisdictional Conference 
that made the decision was strong.  In the words of one delegate, “Long before 
Methodists thought of drawing a line, God drew a line – the Allegheny Divide.  
Francis Asbury and his successors recognized the wisdom of that line, and it has 
served well in the years since.”1 Even today the district is spoken of, with more 
truth than fancy, as “that part of New York state lying within the Pennsylvania.” 

This paper concerns itself with the more subtle ecclesiastical problems that 
have existed along the Mason-Dixon Line.  There even nature has failed to 
provide a convenient divide between the predominantly Catholic, Methodist and 
Presbyterian English-speaking settlers of Harford County MD and the various 
plainer sects of German-speaking “Pennsylvania Dutch” of York County PA.  On 
three occasions United Methodism has moved to fix its conference boundaries 
along this state line, and each time congregations have been lost in the process.  
This paper examines churches in Harford County that were once part of 
Pennsylvania-based charges, that were split off during the various conference re-
alignments along state lines, and that no longer exist as United Methodist 
congregations.  Appendices III and IV list other no-longer-existing Methodist 
churches once part of charges that overlapped the Pennsylvania-Maryland border. 
 
 
The 1869 Alignment: Fellowship Methodist Episcopal Church 
 

When the Central Pennsylvania Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was formed in 1869, its southern boundary was declared to be the PA-MD 
state line.  The Castle Fin Circuit at that time consisted of 8 churches: 5 in Penn-
sylvania (Bethel, Cross Roads, McKendree, Prospect, Salem), and 3 in Maryland 
(Emory, Fellowship, Mt. Vernon).  Emory (south of Whiteford) and Mt. Vernon 
(east of Whiteford) were placed on East Harford circuit2 and were able to survive.  

                                                           
1 1960 NEJ Journal, page 98 
2 For many years East Harford circuit consisted of 4 churches: Emory, Mt. Vernon, Dublin and 
Franklin.  Franklin (near Darlington) was closed in 1933, and Mt. Vernon was moved to the 
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 They exist today in the Baltimore-Washington Conference with 300+ and 100+ 
members respectively.  Fellowship was placed on West Harford circuit.3  Too 
close to Pennsylvania and too far from any other Methodist work in Maryland, it 
struggled on for 70 years before the 1939 union with the Methodist Protestants 
provided a way for it to close with dignity. 

Fellowship church goes back at least to 1820, when the first trustees 
received the property from Abraham Jarrett.  A small log church was built on the 
property where the cemetery now stands.  In 1867, on additional land purchased 
from Rachel and Rufus Lowe,4 the congregation erected a large frame building 
with three front doors opening onto wooden steps extending across the entire front 
of the church.   In 1913, the large West Harford circuit was divided and Fellow-
ship became part of Forest Hill charge.  The 1939 union of the Methodist Epis-
copal (ME) with the Methodist Episcopal South (MES) and Methodist Protestant 
(MP) denominations placed Fellowship and the former MP congregation at Fawn 
Grove in the new Methodist Church.  Only a few hundred yards below the 
Mason-Dixon line, on the west side of the road leading south from Fawn Grove, 
Fellowship was merged into the Fawn Grove congregation.  The building was 
sold to Clark Sexton, who used the lumber to construct his home in Norrisville. 

A large granite marker has recently been placed next to the cemetery to 
identify the site of the 1867 structure.  It is engraved with a picture of the last 
church building and a brief history of the congregation.  The marker and cemetery 
are currently maintained by a small group of friends and neighbors organized as 
the Fellowship Memorial Association. 
 
 
The 1962 Alignment: Cambria Methodist Protestant Church 
 

The Methodist Episcopal (ME), Methodist Episcopal South (MES) and 
Methodist Protestant (MP) denominations united in 1939 to form the Methodist 
                                                                                                                                                               
Whiteford charge (with two former MP congregations) in 1967.  The two-point Street charge 
today consists of Emory and Dublin. 
3 For many years West Harford Circuit consisted of 8 churches: Asbury (Jarrettsville), Ebenezer, 
McKendree, Vernon, Centre, Eden Chapel (William Watters Memorial), Fellowship and Friend-
ship (Fallston).  In 1913 the circuit was divided, the first four churches keeping the name West 
Harford and the latter four becoming Forest Hill.  In 1940 Asbury, like Fellowship, became a 
victim of the Methodist union – it merged into Calvary (MES), and the building became the Kurtz 
Funeral Home.  McKendree was closed in 1934 and only the cemetery remains.  The remaining 5 
churches exist today as United Methodist Congregations.  These churches were known for the 
famed Cooptown Reunion, an annual gathering of the 8 Sunday Schools held 1888 to 1942 in a 
grove near the William Watters church.  This reunion for many years marked the opening of a 2-3 
week camp meeting.  In the Bicentennial year of 1976 a large commemorative meeting was held.  
4 Rufus Lowe was a relative of John Lowe, whose home south of Shrewsbury was the first known 
regular Methodist preaching place in the Central PA Conference.  Misses Mary and Nellie Lowe, 
well into their 80’s and operating a seamstress business from their home, still live in the house 
adjacent to the Fellowship cemetery.  Former members at Fellowship, they transferred to the 
former MP church in Fawn Grove PA when Fellowship closed following the 1939 union. 
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 Church.  While having little effect in Central Pennsylvania, this greatly strength-
ened work in Harford County – where all three groups had active circuits.  But the 
Maryland Conference of the MP Church did have several congregations in 
southern York County.  To keep the plan of union as uncomplicated as possible, 
these Pennsylvania congregations were simply absorbed with most of rest of the 
Maryland Conference (MP) into the Baltimore Conference of the newly-formed 
denomination.  The Methodists lived with this overlapping arrangement until 
1962, when the conference boundaries were again adjusted to match the state line. 

The 1962 re-arrangement split two former MP charges with congregations 
in both states.  The Mt. Nebo charge consisted of one Maryland (Cambria) and 
two Pennsylvania (Mt. Nebo and Mt. Olivet) churches, and the Fawn Grove 
charge consisted of one Maryland (St. Paul’s) and one Pennsylvania (Fawn Grove 
First) church.  In the Central Pennsylvania Conference – Mt. Nebo, Mt. Olivet 
and the charge parsonage became a two-point appointment, while Fawn Grove 
First and its parsonage became a station appointment.  In the Baltimore Confer-
ence – Cambria and St. Paul’s became a two-point appointment, and the house 
beside the Cambria church was purchased for the charge parsonage.  In 1967 Mt. 
Vernon, the former ME church involved in the 1869 re-alignment, was moved 
from the East Harford charge to join these two former MP congregations in a 
three-point charge.  St. Paul’s was started in 1886 by Rev. Jacob Yingling of the 
Fawn Grove church and survives today as 100+ membership congregation.  
Cambria, even though it had more members in 1962 than the average of Mt. Nebo 
and Mt. Olivet, did not survive. 

The Cambria church is located in the town of Whiteford, which at one 
time was known as Cambria.  It land was deeded to the congregation in 1890, and 
the building was erected the following year.  The slate deposits in this area of 
Maryland and Pennsylvania attracted many Welsh immigrants, and in Delta PA 
there is still a Welsh Calvinistic Methodist congregation dating from 1849.  The 
strength of the MP church in this area may be due to independent nature of the 
Welsh immigrants leading them to choose this body over the more authoritarian 
ME denomination.  When the Cambria church was discontinued in the 1990’s, the 
building was rented to an independent congregation for a few years.  By 1998 the 
two-point (Mt. Vernon and St. Paul’s) Whiteford charge had made other 
parsonage arrangements and the church and adjacent house were sold to Jerry 
Schmidt.5 
 
 
The 1968 Alignment: Tabernacle and Goodwill EUB Churches 

 
While splitting historic charges along state lines in 1869 and 1962 was a 

factor in the eventual demise of the Fellowship (ME) and Cambria (MP) 

                                                           
5 A member of the Jarrettsville UM congregation, Mr. Schmidt lives in the former parsonage and 
operates the Shore Is Clean janitorial sales and service business from the former church building 
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 churches, such action in 1968 was directly and immediately responsible for 
closing two former Harford County EUB churches that were being served from 
Pennsylvania: Tabernacle and Goodwill.  They were among the four churches 
erected in the county in the 1800’s by the Central Pennsylvania Conference of the 
Evangelical Association.  Two of those churches, Jarrettsville and LaGrange, 
remained with the Association following the 1894 split, and their story was told in 
the 1961 paper by Harry Beale.  The remainder of this paper tells the story of 
Tabernacle and Goodwill – the two churches that survived the split of 1894, but 
not the union of 1968. 

Before becoming Evangelical United Brethren (EUB) in 1946 these two 
churches were part of the Evangelical Association prior to 1894, the United 
Evangelical Church 1894-1922, and the Evangelical Church 1922-1946.  In the 
interest of economy, the single term “Evangelical” will be used to refer to their 
denominational affiliation during those years. 
 The first official mention of any Evangelical work in Harford County 
appears in the conference minutes for 1854.  There it is approved “that a circuit be 
formed in the vicinity of Baltimore, and that Jarrettsville appointment be taken 
from Shrewsbury circuit and added thereto.”  This agrees with Harry Beale’s 
statement that land was deeded to the Evangelical Association at Jarrettsville as 
early as 1849.   

The conference minutes for 1856 state that, “Whereas P. Graham, a local 
preacher, took up some appointments in Harford county Maryland during the past 
year, therefore be it resolved that those appointments be formed into a circuit and 
called Harford circuit.”  Apparently Philip Graham’s 1855 work was not in the 
immediate Jarretsville area of the county.  This is confirmed by the decree in the 
conference minutes for 1858 “that Jarrettsville appointment be taken off 
Baltimore circuit and added to Harford circuit.”  The logical conclusion is that the 
appointments taken up by Graham involved Tabernacle and LaGrange in 
northeastern Harford county.  It was probably not much later that the work 
extended southwest to Goodwill, for Beale states that both Jarrettsville and Good-
will were strong appointments by 1865. 
 
 

1. Tabernacle Church 
 
 The Sunday School at Tabernacle appears to have been organized in 1851.  
The Evangelical for July 8, 1901, reports that “Tabernacle Sunday School will, on 
July 14, celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of its organization.  There are still a few 
of the charter members of that Sunday School in the neighborhood, and one of the 
officers.”  This was a community Sunday School, as was the pattern, and does not 
contradict the 1855 date for the beginning of the Evangelical work in the area.  
Tradition indicates the school was organized at the homestead known as “Stoney 
Lonesome” and held in various homes – with Eliza Paige, the young lady who 
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 served as secretary, carrying the library and record books from place to place in a 
market basket.6 
 Tabernacle church has an ecumenical history.  About 1850 it appears as an 
appointment on the Castle Fin circuit of the Methodist Episcopal (ME) Church.  
In 18527 the circuit agreed to unite the Mt. Vernon and Tabernacle appointments, 
but it appears that the decision was not unanimous.  Shortly thereafter Tabernacle 
disappears from the ME records, while Mt. Vernon continues to this day.  This 
was likely the opening that allowed Philip Graham to establish an Evangelical 
appointment there in 1855.   
 The deed for the ground for the first church is dated September 1, 1856.  
The building itself was 24’x24’ and constructed of hand-hewn logs.  The roof was 
slate, the seating was on slab benches that had no back, and the heat was provided 
by an iron stove in the center of the room.  Some years later the congregation 
lathed and plastered the interior and weather-boarded the exterior.  At the same 
time, the slab benches were replaced by wooden pews – but they were not 
attached to the floor, and so they could be moved on house-cleaning days. 
 Almost immediately after its organization, the Tabernacle congregation 
saw one of it number enter the ordained ministry.  Samuel D. Bennington went on 
to serve Evangelical congregations across the conference from 1859 until his 
“location” in 1874.  His wife Eliza Paige Bennington had been the secretary of the 
Sunday School. 
 The congregation’s 1961 history includes the following statement about a 
difficult time for the church and the community: “The Civil War not only divided 
our nation, divided families and divided friends, but it also caused strife and 
division in many churches near the dividing line between the North and South.  
The little group here at Tabernacle suffered the same fate.  The families who 
sympathized with the South withdrew from the church.  They held their services 
in the Little Brick schoolhouse, which was located at the site of the present 
Susquehanna Hall.  As there was no Evangelical Church South, but there was a 
Methodist Episcopal Church South group at Dublin, these families made that 
identification.  For a number of years that denomination supplied them a minister.  
They worshiped in the Little Brick schoolhouse until it was condemned as unsafe 
for school purposes.  When the Harford County Board of Education was ready to 
erect the present school building, this congregation supplied the basement and the 
board built a two room school on it.  Because that basement was planned as a 
house of worship, it is higher and better ventilated than most.  They worshiped in 
that basement for a number of years, until death claimed a number of their 
members, and disbanded about 1890.” 
 This 1961 account agrees with the prevailing pattern in the area.  When 
the MES denomination was formed by a Plan of Separation in 1844, it was along 
geographic lines.  In general, the agreement caused Courts to award buildings 
                                                           
6 This and much of the early information comes from the booklet “Tabernacle Evangelical United 
Brethren Church: Origin and History” prepared in 1961 by Ada M. Cooper and Sarah E. Little. 
7 Castle Fin record book, page 42.  This is housed in the Central PA Conference archives. 
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 within the designated area to the MES even when a majority of the members 
preferred to stay with the parent denomination.  Maryland was ME territory and it 
was only after the War that Southern sympathizers were free to organize MES 
congregations.  This sentiment split established Harford County ME 
congregations at Dublin and Jarrettsville – although they came back together 
following in the 1939 re-union.  At Dublin the ME congregation prevailed – the 
current UM church was formerly ME, and the MES building is no longer 
standing.  At Jarrettsville the opposite occurred – the current UM church was 
formerly MES, and the ME building is now the Kurtz Funeral Home. 
 This 1961 account also agrees with other records at hand.  The MES 
Harford Circuit records at the Harford County Historical Society list members at 
Tabernacle, Dublin, Jarrettsville, and several other places.  Among the MES 
surnames at Tabernacle are Paige, Bennington, and other names earlier and later 
prominently associated with the Evangelical work there.   
 By 1891 the MES group at Tabernacle was no longer meeting and the 
congregation seems to have reunited with the Evangelicals.  A new building, the 
present sanctuary, was begun in April of 1892 on adjacent land given by Misses 
Mary and Etta McLaughlin.  It was dedicated in September 1893, and the list of 
active members at the time of the new church includes many who were formerly 
MES.  The old building was sold and taken away.   The 1961 history reports that 
it was rebuilt as a home and being occupied by “Mr. John Barbour, a plumber 
well-known throughout lower York and upper Harford counties.” 
 There were also nearby places in northern Harford county where the 
Evangelicals had an appointment, but no building.  The Evangelical for January 
28, 1901, for example gives the following report.  “Braynsville Charge.  Our work 
is moving along nicely.  Our meeting at Tabernacle resulted in 13 conversions 
with 8 accessions.  At Graceton, a new appointment where we worship in a hall, 
we had a most gracious revival, which resulted in 10 conversions with 7 acces-
sions.  M.T. Crouch.”  The Graceton appointment remained on Bryansville charge 
1901-1905 while Tabernacle was placed with Goodwill on Harford Circuit for 
those years.  The community of Graceton is the cluster of several houses just east 
of the Graceton Store at the intersection of MD routes 624 and 136.  
 In 1906, Tabernacle recommended Jarrett Burr McLaughlin (1879-1962) 
for the Christian ministry.  He was licensed that year and served the Goodwill 
congregation 1906-1910.  He was ordained in 1912, retired from the active 
ministry in 1951, and died at the Evangelical Home in Lewisburg. 
 Because there never was a parsonage at Tabernacle, the congregation was 
always part of a charge.  Its charge affiliations up to 1889 may be read from 
Appendix I.  In 1889 Tabernacle was placed with Pennsylvania churches on 
Chanceford circuit.  In 1893 the large Chanceford circuit was split and Bryans-
ville circuit was formed with one Maryland (Tabernacle) and three Pennsylvania 
(Bryansville, Pleasant Hill, Union Chapel) churches.  In 1901 Tabernacle was 
reunited with Goodwill to form the Harford circuit, each point to be served on 
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 alternate Sundays.  In 1905 Tabernacle was returned to the Bryansville charge 
for good. 
 In general, the church was a typical prosperous rural appointment.  The 
Evangelical for July 8, 1901, reports that “Children’s Day at Tabernacle was 
voted a grand success.  Our worthy superintendent Brother Little has the Sunday 
School well in hand and Children’s Day service showed that the people had a 
mind to give.  The offering amounted to $8.55.”  Electric was installed in 1941, 
and the attached fellowship hall was completed in 1953.  In 1968, at the time of 
the Methodist-EUB union, the membership was 35. 
 For some reason, however, the congregation was not listed in The Plan 
and Basis of Union document on the formation of the Central PA Conference of 
the United Methodist Church and issues involving neighboring conferences.  
Tabernacle seems to have slipped through the cracks.  Being in Maryland, it 
should have been formally turned over to the Baltimore Conference – but such 
was not the case!  Not until 1971, when the congregation is listed in the Central 
PA Conference journal as discontinued is there any mention of the property. 
 Ten years later, on August 27, 1981, a letter was written to the Conference 
by Rev. Wayne W. Hudler asking about the property.  A portion of the letter reads 
as follows. 

Central Pennsylvania Conference 
900 S. Arlington Ave. 
Harrisburg, PA  17109 
Dear Sir: 

I am writing this letter in regard to the vacant church building located on Tabernacle 
Road off Route 623 in northern Harford County, Maryland. 

I am representing a small group of approximately 30 people who are interested in this 
building as a place where we would like to start a new church work.  Although we are Baptist, 
our prayer is that you will permit us to rent the building rather than allow it to remain vacant.  
We would be willing to consider any arrangement you may consider favorable to you. 

 Files at the archives indicate that this letter precipitated a flurry of 
correspondence.  With the usual turnover in all relevant positions over several 
years, the existence of the Tabernacle property appeared to be a surprise to 
everyone.  Communications in two conferences involving trustees, district super-
intendents, business managers, and pastors concluded the following. 
a. The property had never been turned over to the Baltimore Conference, and 

they had no interest in it. 
b. The 1971 declaration by the Central PA Conference that the church was 

discontinued was the last official action and placed the responsibility for the 
property in Central PA. 

c. The Bryansville charge was still updating annually a list of persons designated 
as trustees for the property. 

d. The following items should happen immediately: informing the Bryansville 
charge that there is no need for them to have trustees, officially moving the 
property from “discontinued” to “abandoned,” covering the insurance by the 
Conference, taking steps to sell the property. 
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 The Conference was not interested in being landlord for a property in 
another state.  Even though Rev. Hudler had not brought up the possibility of 
buying the property, that was probably not a realistic option for at least two 
reasons: the limited resources of his group, and the general policy of the 
Conference not to sell property to or abandon communities to groups about whom 
little was known.   

Fortunately it was about this time that the Cemetery Association became 
concerned about the condition of the building.  They owned the cemetery and the 
original lot.  It was the 1892 lot and church building that was owned by the 
Conference.  With little hope of success, they approached the Conference about 
purchasing the other property  – to preserve the building and to provide an ade-
quate place for funerals, etc.  To the pleasant surprise of the Association, the 
Conference agreed to transfer ownership of the church and property for $1,000.  
The deed was executed October 7, 1983, and the $1,000 was divided equally 
between the two remaining churches on the charge: Bryansville (former EV) and 
Delta (former MP). 

The Cemetery Association has proved to be a good steward.  While no 
group is currently using the building on a regular basis, the Association has rented 
the church to two different small congregations over the years.  In addition to 
maintaining the church and cemetery, the Association holds an annual home-
coming service.  Concerned about preserving the property in the face of zoning 
changes and population increases, the Association submitted the documentation in 
1991 to have the church and cemetery designated an historic county landmark.  
This means that any alterations to the church building and cemetery grounds 
cannot occur without prior approval of a county historic preservation board. 

 
 
2. Goodwill Church 

 
 Goodwill church was built on an acre of land deeded to the Evangelicals 
by Amanda Z. Howard in 1870 for $5.00.  The frame structure with a stone 
foundation never had a cornerstone, and the exact date that the church was erected 
cannot be ascertained – but it is assumed to be about 1870.  It was likely the 
erection of Goodwill, the fourth Evangelical church structure in Harford County, 
that led to the creation of the Jarrettsville charge in 1870.   

From its founding until 1889, it was on a charge with the other 3 
Evangelical churches in Harford County: Tabernacle, LaGrange and Jarrettsville 
Salem.  In 1889, in an effort to increase efficiency by making the circuits more 
compact, Tabernacle was added to the Bryansville PA charge.  It was soon after 
that, however, that the denominational split of 1894 occurred.  While Jarrettsville 
and LaGrange remained with the parent denomination, Goodwill sided with the 
dissenters.  The congregation managed to keep its building, but it had to purchase 
an additional acre, on which to erect a parsonage, in 1895 for $200. The charge 
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 continued to be called Jarrettsville for a few years, until it was clear they had no 
congregation there and Goodwill was acknowledged as a station appointment.  

Following the 1922 re-union the Goodwill congregation attempted to re-
open the abandoned building at Jarrettsville, but there was insufficient interest.  
The property was sold in 1928 and Goodwill joined Tabernacle and the 
Pennsylvania churches of the Bryansville PA charge.  The pastors and charge 
affiliation of Goodwill up to 1928 can be read from Appendices I and II. 
 For most of its existence Goodwill was a typical prosperous rural church.  
The Evangelical for July 8, 1901, gives the following report of the work there. 

Harford Charge.  It is now about four months that our lot has been cast among this 
people.  We have been very kindly received and the people show their appreciation of our 
efforts.  The work is well in hand at both appointments [Tabernacle and Goodwill] and we are 
earnestly praying for the kindling of revival fires in our midst. 

The Aid Society at Goodwill has a unique way of doing acts of kindness and good will.  
The monthly meeting for June was appointed to be held at the parsonage.  But imagine the 
surprise of the pastor and family when instead of only the members of the Aid Society, a 
goodly part of the congregation stepped in, each bearing something to supply the wants of the 
body.  Nor was the horse forgotten.  One brother asked that the stable be unlocked. And soon 
the entry was well supplied with corn. 

Children’s Day at Goodwill, according to the testimony of many, surpassed all previous 
efforts.  The children rendered an exceedingly interesting program, and much credit is due the 
young people  who labored so earnestly to make it a success.  Brother Brookhart, the super-
intendent, has the interest of the school at heart, and the offering amounting to $14.50 was a 
gratifying surprise to all.  John I. Craul. 

 The Goodwill church was located about six miles south of Jarrettsville, 
about halfway between MD routes 146 and 152, on the north side of Hess Road.  
This is a tremendous distance from Bryansville, and after 1928 worship services 
were held only on alternate Sundays.  That such an isolated church continued to 
serve the community under those conditions for 40 years is a testimony to the 
quality of the congregation.   
 The structure continued to stand in good repair for several years after it 
was closed in 1968.  In June 1973 it was included in a tour of historic homes and 
buildings.  An announcement for that tour reads as follows: “Inside the furniture 
and pulpit remain as they were when the doors closed, as though the little church 
still waits for the congregation to return.  The poem The Vacant Church expresses 
the feeling of those who once attended this church. 
 A few years later it became obvious that the congregation would not 
return, and that the building would likely become a liability.  Funerals were no 
longer being held in the structure, and the old church was razed.  A monument 
was erected using the stones of the foundation and supporting the steeple bell.  
The bronze plaque on the monument reads, “Here for more than a century until 
1975, stood Goodwill Church.  Her work goes on in the lives of those she 
touched.” 

A small congregation of 36 members and isolated from the rest the 
Bryansville PA charge, Goodwill survived splits and isolation only to become a 
victim of the 1968 Methodist-EUB merger.  The Baltimore Conference, which 
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 was to inherit the congregation, requested that provisions to be made to close the 
church as part of The Plan and Basis of Union agreement.  Accordingly, the 1968 
EUB conference declared the church “discontinued,” and the decision-makers 
decreed that “Goodwill church of the Bryansville pastoral charge be closed and 
the membership be placed with the Waugh Church of the Long Green pastoral 
charge of the Baltimore Conference, or any other church of their choice.”8 

Unfortunately, this decision was made with little concern for the congre-
gation and with even less knowledge of the geography of Harford County – 
Waugh church was a considerable distance from Goodwill.  But the decision was 
made, and so the matter was considered closed.  In 1995, the author tried to 
determine what happened to the 36 members of Goodwill and contacted the 
Waugh UM church.  When no one connected with the Waugh church in 1995 had 
any knowledge of the situation, the author turned to the Baltimore Conference 
archivist.  Neither he nor the documentation in their conference archives could 
shed any light on the matter.  Finally, Rev. Hill, the pastor of Waugh church in 
1968 was contacted and replied, “I have been associated with many folks and 
relatives for years in Harford and Baltimore counties, but have never heard of the 
church [Goodwill] mentioned in your letter.” 9 

Fortunately, the fate of the Goodwill congregation has been discovered.  
Apparently local wisdom prevailed – independent of any official recorded action 
by either the Central PA or Baltimore conferences.  The property and members of 
Goodwill passed to Ebenezer UM church, a former ME congregation that was a 
few miles northeast towards Jarrettsville.  In the face of conference bureaucracy, 
however, the resolution of the situation may not have been immediate.  This is 
indicated by a series of letters from September and October of 1969 between the 
Harford County Department of Health and the EUB Conference regarding 
problems with the sewage disposal system at the old Goodwill parsonage, now a 
rental property.  Even though they didn’t know where the members went, the 
Conference thought they had closed the books on Goodwill and that both lots and 
the rental property now belonged to the Cemetery Association.  Mr. Spurgeon 
Hess of the Cemetery Association insisted, and apparently correctly, that the lot 
with the rental house did not belong to the Cemetery Association and was still the 
responsibility of the Conference.   

In 1975 Ebenezer became a station appointment and intended to use the 
former Goodwill parsonage.  They had it gutted and were in process of restoring it 
when a lumberman removing some large poplar trees surrounding it dropped one 
that fell in the wrong direction – onto the parsonage and twisted it sideways.  At 
that point they called in the bulldozer and built the new parsonage.  It was 
apparently at this time that Ebenezer also took over the cemetery and the old 
church, which they had taken down, from the Cemetery Association in exchange 
for taking care of the grounds.  
                                                           
8 1968 journal of the Susquehanna Conference, page 121. 
9 These letters and others mentioned later are in the Goodwill file at the Central PA Conference 
archives. 
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  In conclusion, that the local people of Goodwill and Ebenezer managed 
to come together in spite of the Conferences involved is a testimony to the true 
spirit of Jacob Albright and Francis Asbury.  And so the Goodwill acerage stands 
alone as the only former Evangelical property in Harford county still involved in 
United Methodist ministry. 
 
 
Reference Map of Northern Harford County 
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 Appendix I.  Journal References to the Evangelical Churches in Harford  
County 

 
Except for the Ebenezer-Goodwill connection given in the body of the 

paper, there is no official ecclesiastical successor to work of the Evangelical 
Church in Harford County.  Only limited church records have survived – some 
from Salem being in possession of the Breidenbaugh family, and some from 
Goodwill located at Ebenezer.  The following journal references provide official 
documentation about their existence.  After 1928, refer to the Bryansville PA 
Charge of the Central PA Conference of the Evangelical/EUB denominations. 
 
Central PA Conference of the Evangelical Association (before 1894) 
1854,049 - Jarrettsville is taken from Shrewsbury (PA) Circuit and joined to new work to be called 
Baltimore Circuit 
1856,073 - Harford Circuit is formed of new work started by local preacher Philip Graham 
1858,109 - Jarrettsville is taken from Baltimore Circuit and added to Harford Circuit 
1863,204 - LaGrange and Tabernacle churches on Harford Circuit are having financial difficulties 
1869,321 - Harford Circuit is added to Loganville (PA) Circuit 
1870,345 - Jarrettsville, LaGrange and Tabernacle are taken from Loganville Circuit to become 
Jarrettsville Circuit 
1880,023 - list of charge missionary donors [also 1881,030;1882;068, etc] 
 
Eastern PA Conference of the Evangelical Association (1894-1922) 
1898,046 - list of missionary donors [also other years] 
1911,029 - Cresswell and Pittsburg  [two small churches in Lancaster County PA above Safe 
Harbor] added to Jarrettsville 
1913,102 - Jarrettsville added to Cresswell 
 
Central PA Conference of the United Evangelical Church (1894-1922) 
1901,035 - Tabernacle taken from Bryansville (PA) Charge and added to Goodwill to form 
Harford Charge, each point served on alternate Sundays. 
1903,089 - lists some members at Goodwill and Tabernacle as being on Harford Charge 
1904,095 - lists some members at Goodwill, Pylesville [a class, but no property] and Tabernacle 
as being on Harford Charge   
 
Central PA Conference of the Evangelical Church (1922-1928) 
1928,069 - Harford Charge (i.e., Goodwill Church) be added to Bryansville Charge 
1928,104 - Jarrettsville Salem building sold 
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Appendix II.  Evangelical Pastors of Harford County Charges 
 
Central PA Conference of the Evangelical Association (before 1894) 
1853-54  with Shrewsbury PA  MJ Carothers and HR Price 
1854-55  with Baltimore Circuit HR Price 
1855-56  with Baltimore Circuit GWF Young 
1856-58  Harford   Philip Graham 
1858-59  Harford   DW Miller 
1859-61  Harford   M Zulauf 
1861-62  Harford   Philip Wagoner 
1862-63  Harford   Adam Ettinger 
1863-65  Harford   William Reeser 
1865-66  Harford   FC Pandel 
1866-68  Harford   F Metfessel 
1868-69  Harford   Philip Graham 
1869-70  with Loganville PA   A Krause and HA Stoke 
1870-72  Jarrettsville  HA Stoke 
1872-74  Jarrettsville  AW Shenberger 
1874-76  Jarrettsville  AW Kreamer 
1876-79  Jarrettsville  PF Jarrett 
1879-82  Jarrettsville  Levi Dice 
1882-85  Jarrettsville  BF Anthony 
1885-88  Jarrettsville  LK Harris 
1888-91  Jarrettsville  HH Douty 
1891-93  Jarrettsville  AS Baumgardner 
1893-94  Jarrettsville  Edward Fulcomer 
 
Eastern PA Conference    Central PA Conference  
Evangelical Association (1894-1922)  United Evangelical Church (1894-1922) 
1894-96  Jarrettsville John S Farnsworth 1894-95  Jarrettsville Edward Fulcomer 
1896-00  Jarrettsville CN Wolf  1895-96  Jarrettsville WC Hoch 
1900-02  Jarrettsville HH Romig  1896-97  Goodwill WN Sanner 
1902-04  Jarrettsville JW Romberger  1897-98  Goodwill MT Crouch 
1904-07  Jarrettsville JH Smith  1898-99  Goodwill WC Hoch 
1907-08  Jarrettsville EM Esterly  1899-01  Goodwill Guy R Stover 
1908-09  Jarrettsville WE Frederick  1901-04  Harford  JI Craul 
1909-11  Jarrettsville WC Beck  1904-06  Harford  EL Kessler 
1911-12  Cresswell & Jarrettsville WC Beck 1906-09  Harford  JB McLaughlin 
1912-13  Jarrettsville George Martin  1909-10  Harford  JW Bentz 
1913-14  Cresswell & Jarrettsville WW Moyer 1910-14  Harford  JB Mays 
1914-15  Cresswell & Jarrettsville MS Mumma 1914-16  Harford  EG Woolery 
1915-16  Jarrettsville AE Williams (supply) 1916-17  Harford  Ira Fuhrman 
1916-18  Jarrettsville to be supplied   1917-20  Harford  DP Smeltzer 
1918   no more mention  1920-21  Harford  WN Sanner 
      1921-22  Harford  PC Weidemeyer 
 
Central PA Conference of the Evangelical Church (1922-1928) 
1922-27  Harford   PC Weidemeyer 
1927-28  Harford   Walter Kuhne 
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Appendix III.  Other Forgotten Maryland Churches Served from  
 Pennsylvania 

 
 Over the years in the United Methodist Church and her predecessor 
denominations, there were several Maryland churches once served as part of 
Pennsylvania-based charges.  The following such churches are those that were 
closed while still being served from Pennsylvania, and hence were never part of a 
Maryland-based conference. 
 
1. Leitersburg, MD: Methodist Episcopal.   

The 1868 Quincy Circuit of the East Baltimore Conference included a 
church in Leitersburg, MD.  When the Central Pennsylvania Conference was 
formed in 1869 and the conference boundaries were set to match the state line, 
this building was already, according to the 8/1/1868 report of the 2nd quarterly 
conference, “without society and is in a deplorable condition.”  One of the first 
actions of the re-named Mont Alto Circuit of the Central Pennsylvania 
Conference was, according to the 6/5/1869 report of the 1st quarterly conference, 
as follows. “On motion it was carried that the note now held by the trustees of the 
Leitersburg ME Church be transferred to the trustees of the church at Blue Rock 
for the benefit [of] that church.” 
 
2. Union Mills, MD: Methodist Episcopal.   

In at least one legal document this is called the Moorhead church, 
presumably from the name of the family supplying the land.  The work here was 
the result of a successful series of revival meetings.  Even though it was in 
Maryland, it was attached to the Littlestown PA charge in 1879.  The church 
building was dedicated October 24, 1880, but the congregation was never large.  
Its last reported membership was 18 in 1942, and it disappeared completely from 
the records in 1946.  The 1954 conference minutes, page 55, declared the church 
abandoned and authorized the trustees to sell the property – with the proceeds to 
go to the Littlestown PA church.  Before the 1968 union this area was part of the 
Harrisburg District.  Among the assorted items in the Union Mills file at the 
archives are two interesting letters.  One was dated 5/7/1951 and written to West-
minster Theological Seminary president Lester A. Welliver, who forwarded it to 
Harrisburg district superintendent William E. Watkins, from a Herbert Essich 
stating a need to re-open the church and pledging $100 for that purpose.  The 
other was dated 6/14/1947 and written directly to superintendent Watkins, who 
had pastored the two-point charge 1911-13, by a Mrs. Margaret Tagg.  Because of 
its unique character, that entire letter is reproduced below.  Some editing was 
necessary for clarity, but the words and style of Mrs. Tagg were preserved as 
much as possible. 
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Rev Watkins: 
 I was told you was made our superintendent, and at out last quarterly meeting 
was told they brought up the selling of Union Mills church and decided you would be the 
one to decide.  If you know Mrs. Burgoon left $500.00 I think I am right for the care of 
the cemetery.  Well it seems Mrs. Marian Bankert objected, Rev. Coffin and Mrs. Bankert 
got in an argument, but they tell me there is only $50.00 left.  Rev. had asked for the 
deed, but when Rev. Sheehan was here they got the deed and a Methodist lawyer has it.  
Now there are people who want to buy the church.  Some wanted to let it, and they 
started to use it, but the Union Mills church is going down and we that have loved ones 
buried there want the church sold and the money kept towards the upkeep of the 
cemetery.  Mr. Erbbon did look after it but he is not able, and the front yard is all grown 
up in grass and trees.  Make us all feel so bad.  I had a letter from Helen Bowman, Mr. 
Dan Frock’s daughter.  She is worry over it.  Wrote she thinks much is due to the people 
who rest there because most of them were such loyal Methodists, and you are able to say 
the same. 

I hope you and Mrs. Watkins will be able to visit Littlestown and call on me.  I 
live above the American Hotel, apt. no. 2, any one can tell you.  I will be 83 if I live till 
October 5th.  Do not get to church so often.  I can not hear so well.  I miss Rev. Sheehan 
and wife they was so lovely to me.  I have not learned to know Rev. and Mrs. Hoopert as 
yet.  Also I miss Mr. Tagg.  I decided I wanted to keep my own house, will as long as I 
can.  Robert and Ralph are neither one very well.  Ralph was in both wars.  His son 
Junior was in, the Japs got him.  He walked the death march, came back, but died later.  
It was hard, and Ralph and Irene they have another son and daughter.  Ralph works in 
Veterans Office.  I hope you can read this.  Never was a good writer, and now am worse.   

It is so cloudy.  I am writing this on my lap at the window.  A bad day for a sale. 
Two elderly people are having sale.  He is not able to keep on, are moving near their 
daughter.  Well, will stop, this is the way I ramble on when I write to my boys.  With best 
wishes to you and yours. 

  Mrs. Margaret Tagg 
 
 

3. Ruhl, MD: Evangelical  
Ruhl is a crossroads in Baltimore county, a few miles southwest of New 

Freedom and about one mile below the state line.  Apparently there once was a 
community at this location.  It’s difficult to reconstruct the history of the Ruhl 
church because the entire New Freedom charge, of which it was the last surviving 
congregation, is now gone.  The Shrewsbury congregation was discontinued in 
1926 (page 103) because it had dwindled to only 11 female members who were 
unable to keep up the building – that building now houses an independent 
congregation.  In 1934 (page 54) the New Freedom congregation requested 
discontinuance and the disposal of its property – the church site is now an empty 
lot, but the former parsonage on the adjacent property is still standing.  In 1935 
Ruhl was placed with Green Springs and St. John’s to form the Hanover mission.  
The following 1938 resolution describes the closing of the Ruhl church. 

Whereas the services at the Ruhl appointment, on Hanover Circuit, have been 
discontinued, we recommend a reference of this matter to the conference trustees with the 
power to act, either to sell said church or exchange be negotiated with the United Brethren 
Church for a property of equal value. (1938 journal, page 88) 

No reason is given for the demise of the congregation, but membership 
statistics report that 48 persons were removed “without certificate.”  The possible 
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trade of buildings with the United Brethren is intriguing.  While Ruhl was isolated 
from other Evangelical congregations, there were several United Brethren 
churches in upper Baltimore and Carroll counties.  Most likely the conference 
would have accepted a United Brethren building in the central or northern part of 
the conference – where the Evangelicals were numerous and the United Brethren 
did not have a strong presence.  It appears that the conference forgot about the 
property until it was approached in 1952. 

Whereas the Conference Trustees have received from J.O. Swalm an offer for the 
purchase of the tract of land on which the Ruhl Church at Freedom [sic], Maryland formerly 
stood, and 

Whereas there is a defect in the title to said tract of land, 
Therefore be it resolved that the Conference approve the sale and that the president of the 

Conference Board of Trustees be and hereby is authorized, empowered and directed to 
execute and deliver to the said J.O. Swalm a quit claim deed to the said plot upon the payment 
of the sum of fifty dollars. (1952 journal, page 113) 

Still another five years would pass until the property was finally disposed 
of, as indicated by this 1957 resolution. 

Whereas at the 1952 session of this Conference the transfer by a quit claim deed to J.O. 
Swalm for the sum of fifty dollars of the tract of land upon which the Ruhl Church at 
Freeland, Maryland, formerly stood, was duly authorized, and 

Whereas the said transaction was never consumated, and the said congregation no longer 
exists, and 

Whereas Clarence E. Miller has now offered the sum of one hundred dollars for a quit 
claim deed to the said property, 

Therefore be it resolved by the Central Pennsylvania Conference of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church that the Ruhl congregation be and the same is hereby declared to be 
extinct and in accordance with Paragraph 80 of the Discipline, its property is hereby declared 
to be vested in this Conference, 

And be it resolved further, that the president of the Board of Trustees of this Conference 
be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute a quit claim deed, transferring to Clarence 
E. Miller, upon the payment by him of the sum of one hundred dollars, all of its right, title and 
interest in and to the said property.  (1957 journal, page 85) 

The church stood on the southeast corner of what are now called North, 
East, South and West Ruhl roads.  While the lot is completely overgrown, careful 
exploration reveals the foundations of the church building and that it faced to the 
west.  A former general store on the northeast corner and a nearby brick school 
building are the only remaining structures of the former village of Ruhl. 
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Appendix IV.  Forgotten Pennsylvania Churches Once Served from 
             Maryland 

 
 This is a complete list of all known no-longer-existing Pennsylvania 
churches within the area transferred from the Baltimore Conference to the Central 
Pennsylvania Conference in 1962 when conference boundaries were conformed to 
the state line – except for that part of western Bedford county which is now within 
the Western Pennsylvania Conference.  The list reads from west to east and 
should be taken together with the material in the body of the article, which notes 
several Pennsylvania churches involved in the 1962 re-alignment that are cur-
rently active United Methodist congregations.  In the interest of economy, the 
following conventions are used. 

notation full meaning 
 ME  Methodist Episcopal Church 
 MES  Methodist Episcopal Church, South 
 MP  Methodist Protestant Church 

In 1939… In 1939 when the ME, MES and MP denominations united
 to form the Methodist Church… 

In 1962 … In 1962 when the boundary between the Baltimore and
 Central Pennsylvania Conferences was fixed along
 the state line… 

 
1. Centerville Union, Bedford County: Methodist Episcopal. 

At one time Union Grove charge of the Baltimore Conference (ME) included 
8 churches: 6 in Maryland (Elliott Memorial, Mt. Pleasant, Pleasant Grove, Union 
Grove, Zion, one other), and 2 in Pennsylvania (Bethel, Centerville Union).  The 
Centerville Union structure was built by the Methodists and Lutherans about 
1858.  There was an ME class there into the twentieth century, but in the face of 
strong MP competition it had been discontinued by 1939.  Only a cemetery marks 
the spot today.  The parsonage was always in Maryland, and in 1939 Bethel was 
the only Pennsylvania church remaining on the charge.  In 1945, six years after 
denominational union, the Baltimore Conference adjusted its overlapping former 
ME and MP circuits in the area – and the adjustments followed the state line.  
Bethel (the only ME church in PA) was moved from Union Grove (former ME) to 
Bedford (former MP) charge in Pennsylvania.  

 
2. Fellowship & Mineral Springs & Cove, Bedford County: Methodist  
    Protestant. 

At one time Bedford charge of the Maryland Conference (MP) included 6 
churches: 2 in Maryland (Centenary, Fairview), and 4 in Pennsylvania (Cen-
terville, Cove, Fellowship, Mineral Springs).  Fairview, 1.5 miles west of Flint-
stone MD, was closed in the 1920’s – the property is now privately owned and 
maintained, but researchers may examine the tombstones in the cemetery.  
Fellowship was closed in 1931 when the property was taken for Lake Koon and 
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the damming of Evitts creek – and the graves were relocated to the MP cemetery 
at Centerville.  The foundations of the church may still be seen when the water in 
the lake is low – and the cavities which once were graves may be explored on the 
higher ground of the cemetery, which was not flooded.  In 1939, even though the 
parsonage and all but one of the remaining churches were in Pennsylvania, the 
charge entered the Baltimore Conference. In 1945, six years after denominational 
union, the Baltimore Conference adjusted its overlapping former ME and MP 
circuits in the area – and the adjustments followed the state line.  Centenary (the 
only MP church in MD) was moved from Bedford (former MP) to Union Grove 
(former ME) charge in Maryland – and Centenary absorbed the members of the 
nearby Union Grove church.  In action across conference lines, Cove (aka Woods) 
church merged into the Rainsburg (former ME) church of the Central 
Pennsylvania Conference (see the 1959 conference journal, page 58).  Deeded to 
the Rainsburg Cemetery Association in 1970, the building continues to be used 
for wedding, funerals and homecoming services. In 1962 the entire Bedford 
charge of Bethel (former ME, see #1 above), Centerville, and Mineral Springs 
came into the Central Pennsylvania Conference.  Mineral Springs entered the 
conference with 42 members in 1962, reported 41 in 1963 and 40 in 1964.  In 
1965 there is a blank line for the church, and beginning with 1966 there is no 
listing at all.  There is no official journal record of its fate, and there is no 
equivalent increase in membership for nearby churches.  Today the church is 
maintained by the adjacent property-owner and used for storage.  The spring on 
the property still produces distinctive mineral water.  There never was a cemetery.  
Centerville and Bethel continue as a two-point charge, representing the only 
surviving Baltimore Conference MP and ME churches in Bedford county from 
the 1962 re-alignment. 

In the files at the archives is a May 8, 1923, letter from newly-appointed 
Rev. C.M. Jenkins of the Bedford (MP) charge to Rev. James H. Straughn – then 
president of the Maryland Conference (the MP church had presidents instead of 
bishops), and after 1939 a bishop in the Methodist Church.  Although it concerns 
the Fairview church in Maryland, its spirit and the insights it provides make it 
suitable for reprinting here.  

Cumberland Valley, Pa. 
Brother Straughn, Dear Sir, 
 I am writing you in regards to Fairview church.  They do not want to be taken back on the 
circuit.  I was there yesterday morning and there was not but one out to the church, and that 
was Brother Hartsock.  I wrote him the first of last week and he got my letter and told the 
people I would be there.  He tells me that there is not but four members there any more and he 
is the only male member.  He said the reason the congregation was so good last summer was 
that they had service in the afternoon and the congregation was made up of people that 
belonged to other churches.  He said they could only hold Sunday School one quarter – there 
was not enough scholars.  Also, the church is in such condition it is not fit to hold service in 
when it is raining.  It will take about between three and four hundred dollars to make the 
necessary repairs and Brother Hartsock says there is no source to look to for the money.  He 
told me to write you and state these facts and ask what to do.  Brother Straughn, I am willing 
to do any thing for the church but there is nothing there to do with.  Brother Hartsock said 
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there was a false report given at the conference of the prospect of that work.  If you care to 
write him, address Ensley Hartsock, Flintstone Md.  Please let me hear from you in regards to 
this matter. 

   Sincerely yours, 
   C.M. Jenkins 

 
3. Rainsburg, Bedford County: Methodist Episcopal South. 

Rainsburg is the only Central Pennsylvania Conference town known to 
have had ME, MES and MP church buildings.  Originally all denominations 
shared a circa 1810 union log structure, but one-by-one they gradually erected 
their own structures.  The first MP Cove church was erected in 1837, expanded in 
1842, and replaced by the present building in 1870 – this congregation is covered 
in #2.  The first ME stone church was erected in 1849, and the present brick 
building in 1878 – being within the Central Pennsylvania Conference, this 
congregation is not specifically covered in this appendix.  In 1875 the MES 
congregation purchased a stone school building, which still stands to the right of 
the ME building, and worshiped there until erecting their frame church building in 
1877.  This congregation was always very small.  They sold the stone building in 
1883 and the frame building in 1888, when it became known as Patriot’s Hall.  
During its short life the congregation seems to have been an isolated appointment 
of the Baltimore Conference (MES). 

Rainsburg was also the site of the Allegheny Male and Female Seminary, 
charted by the State Legislature in 1853.  Funds were raised to establish the 
school under control of the Baltimore Conference – this predates the creation of 
Central Pennsylvania Conference, when the entire area was still within the mother 
Baltimore Conference – by selling 138 shares of stock with a par value of $25.  
The nine trustees who operated the school, often referred to as Rainsburg 
Seminary, included the local ME minister.  The school opened in 1855 and 
flourished for a while, although it never seemed to gain the official sanction 
and/or recognition afforded other Methodist Episcopal colleges and seminaries – a 
fact which has led to some confusion about its exact relation to the denomination.  
Apparently most of its students came from the south, and this caused serious 
retention problems as the threat of Civil War increased.  The school closed about 
1860, and the property was sold by the sheriff sometime after 1867.  When the 
small stone school house was sold to the MES congregation in 1875, the 
community school moved into the seminary building.  For many years, however, 
it remained unused and in disrepair.  The impressive structure is still standing and 
has recently been remodeled into a large single-family dwelling.  

 
4. Beans Cove & Oakdale, Bedford County: Methodist Episcopal South.   

In 1939, these churches were part of the four-point Ridgley-Mt. Pleasant 
charge in the Moorefield district of the Baltimore Conference (MES).  The union 
placed the charge, which had two churches in MD and two in PA, in the 
Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Church.  In 1962 these churches were part 
of the four-point Prosperity-Oakdale charge of former ME and MES churches – 
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two (Prosperity, Mt. Fairview) in MD, and two (Beans Cove, Oakdale) in PA.  
The re-alignment placed Beans Cove and Oakdale in the Central Pennsylvania 
Conference.  In valleys that drained into the Potomac river and were conveniently 
accessible only from MD, these churches were without a parsonage, too small to 
support a pastor, and too remote to be connected with any PA charge.  They were 
never assigned pastoral support and listed as TBS in the 1962-63 journals.  They 
are not even listed among the 1964 appointments, even though Oakdale still 
reported 28 members.  The statistical reports for the 1963-64 journals were 
submitted by a Warren Watts, supply.  While no such name appears among the 
approved supply/local pastors for either the Central PA or Baltimore Conferences, 
one note indicates the churches were being supplied by the Baltimore Conference 
at the request of Central Pennsylvania. The Beans Cove building and cemetery are 
still being cared for by residents of the community.  The Oakdale property was 
sold in 1974 and is now part of a local Christian ministry.  Neither building is 
presently used for regular worship services 
 
5. Chaneysville, Bedford County: Methodist Episcopal 

While the ME-MES controversy was a significant one in southern Bedford 
county, this congregation remained faithful to the original denomination. 
Although in Pennsylvania by seven miles, it lies in an area whose roads and 
streams flow south and was part of the Flintstone MD charge of the Baltimore 
Conference.  In 1962 it was the only Pennsylvania appointment on that large 
circuit, and its 61 members were placed on the Central Pennsylvania Conference’s 
Clearville charge.  Physically and socially isolated from the rest of the large 
Clearville charge, the congregation was not pleased with this arrangement.  In 
1985 they claimed that the Conference’s failure to supply regular pastors and 
services freed them from the denomination.  They voted to become independent 
and the trustees sold the property to the “Chaneysville Independent Church” for 
$1.00.  When the congregation changed the locks on the building and began 
holding their own services, the Conference took the matter to court.  The district 
superintendent explained that he had offered to reduce the size of Clearville cir-
cuit and to arrange for weekly conference-subsidized preaching at Chaneysville, 
the lawyers explained the position of the denomination regarding ownership of 
the buildings, and the courts declared the “sale” invalid.  It wasn’t until 1989 that 
all the appeals were exhausted and a final decision was reached.  As it was no 
longer possible to re-establish a viable United Methodist congregation, the 
Conference entered into negotiations with the persons involved.  Reasonable 
financial and other considerations were agreed upon, and the property was sold in 
1991.  It now houses the “Chaneysville Community Church.” 

The work at Beans Cove was also originally ME and part of the Flinstone 
charge, but the MES eventually predominated there and Beans Cove was treated 
in that context. 
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6. Black Oak & Buck Valley & Oakley, Fulton County: Methodist Episcopal 
These churches were originally part of the large Morgan circuit of the 

Baltimore Conference – one of few charges in the denomination to include 
churches in three different states: West Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania.  
Located in Bethel township, a few miles west of Warfordsburg, Black Oak church 
was not a strong one.  The 1924 Baltimore Conference journal, page 457, gives 
the charge permission sell Black Oak church and use the proceeds towards a new 
parsonage.  It appears that the property was no longer being used by the 
Methodists, but that they allowed the Mennonites to hold meetings there.  In 1952 
the property was deeded to the Mennonites, with a reversion clause to the 
Baltimore Conference if it ceased to be used as a church.  It wasn’t until 1991, 
page 313, that the Baltimore Conference journal finally reported, “The Black Oak 
property located near Warfordsburg PA was officially transferred to Cedar Grove 
Mennonite Mission so that they could have a clear title to the land.”  Located in 
Union township, Buck Valley church is still standing and surrounded by a large 
cemetery.  The congregation was officially dissolved in the 1940’s, and the 
property is maintained by an association of community members.  Located in the 
extreme northwest corner of Thompson township, Oakley church was built in 
1874 and discontinued sometime before 1948.  While the Black Oak and Buck 
Valley properties had already been disposed of, the unused Oakley property came 
into the Central Pennsylvania Conference in 1962.  Conference journals officially 
declared the congregation discontinued in 1971 (page 97), gave permission for the 
building to be razed in 1975 (page 116), and announced sale of the property to the 
Cemetery Association in 1981 (page 203). 

In 1947 the Warfordsburg charge was split off from Morgan circuit, and 
this included only four active churches: one in Maryland (Piney Plains) and three 
in Pennsylvania (Little Cove, Rehobeth, Warfordsburg).  In 1962, Piney Plains 
and the charge parsonage became a station appointment in the Baltimore 
Conference.  Little Cove (in Franklin county) and Rehobeth & Warfordsburg (in 
Fulton county) then became a non-parsonage three-point charge in Pennsylvania.  
This charge is isolated from the rest of the conference, requires traveling in 
Maryland to get from one church to another, and still has no parsonage – yet it has 
remained intact since 1962 as one of the few success stories for churches on the 
“wrong side” of a state line. 
 
7. Stewartstown Calvary, York County: Methodist Protestant 

This church transferred from the Baltimore Conference to the Central PA 
Conference as an individual congregation in 1955, 7 years before it would have 
been forced to so as part of the conference re-alignment.  Founded in 1876 out of 
a Baptist group meeting in the Union Church, they erected a frame church at the 
site of the present UM parsonage.  The congregation had a parsonage at 12 W. 
Broadway and was the home church of the two-point (with Norrisville MD) 
Stewartstown MP charge until 1939.  After the 1939 union it became the home 
church of the three-point (with Norrisville and Ayres Chapel ME) Stewartstown 
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Methodist charge.  There were now two Methodist churches in Stewartstown: 
renamed Calvary (former MP) and First (former ME).  After years of planning, 
Calvary entered the Central PA Conference in 1955 to unite with First and form a 
single Methodist congregation.  The new congregation worshiped alternate 
months in each of the former buildings until the present sanctuary was completed 
in 1959.  In 1955, Norrisville and Ayres chapel were placed with West Liberty 
from the Maryland Line charge to form the new West Liberty charge.  

The MP denomination was more flexible than its ME counterpart.  This is 
illustrated by the following two 1920’s letters from two different Stewartstown 
MP pastors to Rev. James H. Straughn – then president of the Maryland Confer-
ence (the MP church had presidents instead of bishops), and after 1939 a bishop 
in the Methodist Church.  They were written just before conference time, which 
was then in the beginning of April.  Because of the nature of the letters, the names 
and years are not given. 

 
Stewartstown, Pa.  
April 6th, 192x 
Dear Brother: 
 Before the delegate visits you I want you to have this information.  The quarterly 
conference fixed the pastor’s salary for next year at $1000, but this is not enough for 
Stewartstown as they are well able to pay more. 
 Since the adjournment of the quarterly conference, the board of stewards together with 
the advisory committee held a meeting and the delegate elect told me confidentially that they 
decided “if he found at conference that it was impossible to get me or my successor for less 
than $1100 or $1200, to communicate with them at once and they would advise him to offer 
it.” 
 I simply give you this information to show you that they desire to get a supply for $1000, 
but will give more if they have to.  Hence I hope in dealing with the delegate you will govern 
yourself accordingly. 
 I am frank to say to you, owing to the advanced cost of everything, I want more salary 
next year, as I need it.  Of course you understand you are not to intimate to the delegate that 
you have received such information as I have given you. 

   Yours,  
   XXX 
 

Stewartsown, Pa. 
March 23, 192x 
Dear Brother Straughn, 
 Last week I was in Baltimore and called up your home, and found you were out of town.  
If you have anything definite to say to me, I can arrange to run down some day next week, 
you stating the day I would find you in.   

Things here do not look good to me.  The first of March I was informed that if the 
conference assessment and budget would be raised, I would have it to do.  So I set to work 
and am now within $85 of having Stewartstown’s part – Norrisville has not handed me a cent 
on either yet, but I think part of it will come, if not all. 

Now if I must give up the work here, I feel that it is due me, and nothing more than right, 
that something equal should come my way in exchange.  I do not feel equal to heavy circuit 
work, and ask not to be considered thus. 

  Sincerely yours, 
  XXX  


