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 EDITOR'S PREFACE 

 
 On behalf of the Historical Society of the Central Pennsylvania Conference of the 
United Methodist Church, I am pleased to introduce volume VI of THE CHRONICLE.  The 
volume begins with two related articles on Rev. John Neidig, early United Brethren and 
namesake of Oberlin's Neidig Memorial Church.  The 1894 biography of John Neidig by his 
son Isaac contains significant previously unpublished information on the descendants of 
John Neidig and the early United Brethren Church. 
 
 Continuing the tradition of presenting a series of articles on a single topic, volume VI 
includes three perspectives on the early twentieth century Methodist Episcopal Church in 
central Pennsylvania.  Introduced more fully at the beginning of the series, the papers 
combine to present a broad picture of the conference of that era by examining three 
particular areas from three different viewpoints: (1) educational programs and policy from an 
administrative perspective, (2) domestic mission efforts from an ethnic perspective, and (3) 
everyday home and church life from the local parish perspective. 
 
 The final paper of volume VI is a unique article that uses the context of musical 
copyrights to present an overview of turn-of-the-century society and religion.  The pains-
taking research and eye for a good story of Solomon Goodman of New York City have 
produced a manuscript worthy of any number of national music, history or religious 
publications.  We are especially pleased that he has chosen THE CHRONICLE to present to 
the public the fruits of his labor on this fascinating project.  
 
 The story of Deaconess Sadie Sheffer, who is pictured on the front cover and to 
whom volume VI of THE CHRONICLE is dedicated, is presented within the paper on the 
Altoona Italian Methodist Church beginning on page 50, and in the Appendix on page 63. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPH: Deaconess Sadie Sheffer, member of Grace Methodist Episcopal Church of 

Williamsport, 1900 graduate of the Lucy Webb Hayes training school in Washington DC, faithful worker at the 

Italian Methodist Episcopal Church in Altoona 1907-1937. 

 

BACK COVER PHOTOGRAPH: The Altoona Methodist Episcopal Italian property on 6th Street showing the 

sanctuary (center), parsonage (half of the house at the left), and rental units (remaining half of the house at the 

left and the buildings at the right that faced 8th Avenue). 


