
CHAPTER III 

HIGH LIGHTS FROM THE CONFERENCE MINUTES 

Dr. Albright's Translation-High Lights from the Minutes, Year by 
Year-The First Statistical Chart, 1847-:-Statistical Hi~h Lights. 

In the first chapter we have recorded all we know of the conferences 
up to 1800, an.cl in the second chapter we have given about all the informa
tion extant concerning the conference ·held that year. ·It is our purpose 
in this chapter to leaf through old minutes and cull out items here and 
tl;tere that may have historical value, or, at least, be of inten;st 

The minutes of the conferences of 1800 to 1837, inclusive, and those 
of 1839, were written in German; the minutes of 1838, and 1840 to 1868 
were written in English. There we_re no printed minutes until 1869. How
ever, it was the custom to have the minutes print~d quite fully in the Re
ligious Telescope soon after each conference. The Rev. I. H. Albright, 
for many years a pastor and presiding elder in Pennsylvania ·conference, 
with the assistance of Mr. J. C. Hec~ert, of Dallastown, and others, trans
lated the old minutes of 1800 to 1868, had them type-written and bound, 
and presented the volume to the conference in 1901. This was a very 
timely contribution to our historical archives because the old records were 
in bad condition, many of them having faded almost into illegibility, to 
say nothing of the brittle paper and shaky bindings. Were it not for this 
work of Dr. Albright the present historian would have had a far more 
difficult task than he has had in the assembling of this data . 

. ·1800 - 1801 

The story of the 1800 coriference at Peter Kemp's, Rocky Springs, 
near Frederick, Maryland, is told in the second. chapter of this book. At 
that conference it was decided to meet the next year at the. same place. Ac
·cordingly, the conference met September 23, 1801 at the Kemp farm. 
Otterbein presided. Boehm, Geeting, Newcomer, and sixteen others were 
present. · 

Although no record is given of the stationing of the preachers, we do 
have this significant paragraph: "It was asked who are willing to take 
·charge of a circuit and preach at the appointed places. Then the following 
preachers offered themselves: Christian Newcomer, Dav.id Snyder, Michael 
Thomas, Abraham· Hershey, Daniel Strickler, Abraham Mayer, Frederick 
Schaffer, David Long, John Neidig, Peter Kemp." Prior to this the 
preachers had probably made their· own appointments, usually in places 
·Conveniently reached from their homes. From now on we shall ooserve 
the gradual development of the itinerant system. The preachers did not 
receive remuneration for their services and were therefore compelled to 
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labor at other tasks to support themselves and families. Within a few 
years we find a fund being raised to support those preachers who took long 
trips away from home, and who could not .finance their itineraries. 

An interesting item in the 1801 minutes deals with a problem that 
has not been solved as yet: "Resolved that the preachers shall be brief and 
avoid unnecessary words in preaching and in prayer; but if the Spirit of 
God impels, it is their duty to follow as God directs. 0 God, give us wis
dom and understanding to do all things according to thy will. Amen." 

1802 

The conference of 1802 met at Cronise's, in Frederick county, Md. 
John Cronise was a neighbor of Peter Kemp and an active layman in the 
early church. At this conference the question came up whether to record 
the names of the laity. The vote was nine to three against it. 

The first stationing of preachers occurs in the minutes of this confer
ence: 

"Resolved that George Adam Geeting in the spring and fall shall visit 
the societies on Frederick Circuit. 

"Resolved that Christian Newcomer visit Cumberland (Valley)Circuit 
twice yearly. 

"Resolved that Martin Boehm twice yearly visit the circuits in Pennsyl
vania beyond the Susquehanna, to ascertain the condition of things in 
their societies. 

"Resolved that Jacob Baulus and Valentine Baulus shall make house
visits in Middletown, Fredericktown, and their vicinity." 

1803 

The conference of 1803 met at the home of Rev. David Snyder, near 
Newville, Pa. Daniel Strickler and Christian Krum were ordered to call 
"the preachers in Virginia together and with one another determine how 
they should preach and rightly arrange their plan." The Maryland preach
ers were told to get together and plan their work in that area; Martin 
Boehm and Christopher Grosh were to map out the plan of preaching in 
Pennsylvania; David Snyder, Abraham Mayer and George Benedum were 
to make .their own arrangements; Christian Newcomer and Henry Krum 
were ordered to go to Christian Berger's (in Western Pennsylvania) and 
"preach the gospel in his part of the country wherever they can find an 
.entrance to the.praise of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

_ After a lengthy debate it was decided to allow the recording of the 
names of the laity in local church records, where it was desired. Evidently, 
some were strenuously opposed to it. 

1804 

A wide-spread epidemic in the fall of 1804 kept the brethren from 
having a satisfactory conference that year. Only five preachers attended 
and no minutes were kept other than to record the fact of the epidemic, 
the date and place of the conference, which was again at David Snyder's, 
the names of those in attendance, and the designation of the next place 
of meeting. 
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1805 

There is evidently a mistake in the place of meeting as given in the 
minutes of 1805. Geeting, the secretary, wrote the minutes of 1800 to 
1812 from miscellaneous notes, just before he died. The 1804 conference 
fixed the next place of meeting as Middletown, Md., and Newcomer, in his 
journal, under date of May 29, 1805, writes: "Today our Annual Confer
ence commenced at Br. Jacob Bowlus's, (Middletown, Md.); 21 preachers 
were present; father Otterbein and Martin Boehm were elected presidents." 
Geeting's minutes say the conference of May 29, 1805 met at Newcomer's, 
but the action of the preceding conference and the item in Newcomer's 
journal are more reliable. 

At this conference it was ·resolved: "That Newcomer preach the 
whok year in Maryland and a part of Pennsylvania; and Christian Krum in 
Virginia. Resolved that each shall receive forty pounds yearly." A pou:nd 
in state currency at the time was $2.67. This amounted to about $106.80 
for each of the two traveling circuit riders. This iS the first mention of 
·preachers' salaries in the minutes. That these two were the only salaried 
preachers is shown by another resolution passed at the same conference: 
"The preachers who preach where they desire, according to their inclina
tion, shall have no compensation. When, however, they receive money, 
they shall bring same to the conference, to be given to the regular 
preachers." 

1806 

The 1806 conference met at the home of Rev. Lorenz Eberhardt, near 
Middletown, Md. .Eberhardt, a famous Revolutionary War hero, held 
credentials as a United Brethren and as a Methodist minister at the same 
time. Read his biography in another section of this book. ·The only item 
that seems like a stationing of preachers is this: "Resolved that Joseph 
Hoffman and Christian Krum shall and will take their circuit to serve ·the 
societies for a year, if the Lord shall grant life and health." 

1807 

The appointments, if such they may be called, at the 1807 conference 
held at Christian Herr's, in Pa., are as follows: Abraham Mayer and 
Christian Smith were assigned to visit the congregations in Virginia in the 
fall; David Snyder, Abraham Mayer, and John Hershey were to arrange an 
itinerary on Huntingdon Circuit; David Snyder, Abraham Mayer, Fred
erick Schaffer, and John Neidig were to arrange to serve the "congregations 
in Fautz' Valley." 

"Resolved again that a married preacher shall receive forty pounds, 
and a single preacher twenty-four pounds, provided he travels regularly." 

"Joseph Hoffman expressed himself as being willing to travel the cir
cuit that Newcomer had last year." 

1808 

May 25th, 1808, the conference convened at Abraham Niswander's, 
near Middletown, Va. Items in the nature of appointments are: "Joseph 
Hoffman shall trav:el a year-in Virginia three months .... three months 
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the circuit in Maryland and a part of Pennsylvania, and then if there is no 
other place, he shall continue to preach on this circuit." "Brother David 
Snyder was appointed to preach to the congregation at Hagerstown two 
or three months·." 

1809 

The appointments of the 1809 conference are not recorded .. The most 
significant thing in the minutes of that year is the following paragraph, 
showing the progress of the proposed organic union with the Methodists: 
"The desire of the Methodists is approved . thus far-that each preacher 
shall have a license, according to our custom, and that each preacher be 
allowed, if one of our members wishes to go to the Lord's Supper with 
the Methodists, to give him a ticket of good standing, and if the Methodists 
would come with us they also shall have a testimonial. In regards to. the 
other articles, we desire to have more time to think. The Methodists 
shall have the liberty to preach at all our preaching places." 

The 1809 conference was held at Christian Herr's, Lancaster Co., Pa. 

1810 

The conference of 1810 met at John Cronise's, Frederick County Md., 
according to Geeting's minutes which he wrote from his note-book, in 1812. 
However, Newcomer's Journal, page 188, indicates the conference was held 
at Andrew Kauffman's, which was in the same neighborhood as tll.e Kemps 
and Cronises. Appointments: 

"Resolved that George Hoffman shall go to the circuit in Virginia 
on the 16th of December, and serve there for three months." 

"Resolved that all the preaching places· in Marylan~ and in Pennsyl
vania on this side of the Susquehanna shall be served by the preachers as 
well as they can, and then the older preachers shall visit these places twice 
during the year~" 

1811 

The Conference of 1811 was held at the home of Joseph Knegi, in 
Cumberland County, Pa. (See the history of Oakville Charge.) 

It seems to have been the plan, to some extent, to record only changes 
in pastorates in the earliest years of our history. The only item in the 
minutes of 1811 in the nature of appointments is this one:"Resolved that 
Joseph Hoffman and Henry Hiestand shall travel the circuit in Pennsyl
vania and Maryland for one year." Another resolution was: "Resolved 
that when a single preacher travels regularly he shall have $80.00." 

1812 

The conference of 1812 began May 13th at Geeting's, near Keedys- . 
ville, Md. It is generally agreed that Geeting presided over this con
ference as Bishop. Otterbein and Boehm were unable to be present be
cause of the infirmities of advanced age. Twenty-two ministers were pre
sent. A motion prevailed that the 30th of July and the 29th of October 
be fixed as days for fasting and prayer "throughout the entire United 
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.., Brotherhood." Interesting items from the 1812 minutes are as follows: 
"Resolved that the circuit plan shall be maintained as long as possible. 

It shall be traveled every four weeks by circuit preachers who shall be sup
ported. A single preacher shall receive $80.00, and a married preacher 
$120.00, and his traveling expenses. They shall keep a strict account of all 
the money they receive." 

"Resolved that Henry Hiestand and Henry Spayth shall travel our 
circuit this year (in Maryland and Pennsylvania)." 

"Resolved that Brother Neidig and Brother Grosh shall have charge 
of the work on_ the north side of the Susquehanna ... Abraham Mayer and 
Jacob Baulus shall be placed as elders to have oversight of the district be
tween the Potomac and the Susquehanna rivers." 

"Resolved that Henry Spayth shall visit Virginia next November, and 
Brother Eberhardt shall take charge of his (Spayth's) circuit (during his 
absence)." 

"Resolved that Christian Newcomer be given authority to hold a 
conference with the preachers in the state of Ohio. May the Lord bless 
him." 

· There is some "human interest" in the background of this last reso
lution. Newcomer, as a trail-blazing circuit rider, had held a meeting 
of the preachers in Ohio, Aug. 13, 1810, that amounted to a conference
the first session of Miami Conference. He had no authority to do this, 
and probably was drawn into it by the desire of the preachers of that 
region. Newcomer was not yet a bishop. When· he reported the 
proceedings to the brethren in the east, he was probably chided for ex
ceeding his authority. The easterners seem to have resented the organiza
tion of the Miami conference without their permission. No session of 
Miami Conference was held in 1811. The Eastern Conference of 1812 now 
commissions Newcomer to hold such a conference and gives him its 
blessing. 

1813 

Martin Boehm died March 12, 1812, and the May, 1812, conference in 
all probability elected George Adam Geeting, a natural choice, to Boehm's 
position. The minutes do not record the election, but old private family 
records sustain it. Soon after the 1812 conference, Geeting, too, was gath
ered with his fathers, and the church was left without a directing head. 
Otterbein, then in his 87th year, could no longer give active supervision 
to the work. The conference then turned naturally to Christian· New
comer and made him bishop. Since there was as yet no General Conference, 
this was 'the proper procedure. -

The only appointment referred to is that "Henry Spayth shall serve 
Hagerstown Circuit." "Christian Newcomer, Christian Crum, Joseph Hoff
man, and Jacob Baulus were appointed to form a plan for a union between 
our church and the Albright people, which shall be laid before the next 
conference, that if possible a union may be formed with them. (Note: this 
is the one and only mention of this gesture toward union with the Al
bright people-the Evangelical Association). 

This conference was again held at Christian Herr's. in Penna. 
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1814 

Hagerstown, Md., was the place of meeting for the conference of 1814. 
During the preceding year the great Otterbein, at the age of eighty-seven 
years and five months, went to his crowning. Newcomer was now bishop 
and was planning a vigorous campaign to organize for the expansion of 
the denomination. For five or eight years the work had been slowing up. 
The founders were aged and the younger preachers did not take the initia
tive. Newcomer was a natural-born organizer and, unlike the other church 
fathers, ·had a vision of a denomination at work in a big way. As so 
often pointed out, Otterbein, Boehm, and Geeting were intent principally 
on spiritualizing the established denominations. Newcomer saw that a new 
.denomination was inevitable and plunged into the task. The Baltimore 
Church, which Ottetbein had served for thirty-nine years, requested the 
conference to supply them with a pastor. The item reads: "A letter was 
read from Otterbein's congregation expressing a wish to connect them
selves with the United Brethren, and that we always supply them with 
preachers." "Christian Hershey was elected presiding elder for two years 
over his part of the country." Appointments wete: Baltimore, Joseph 
Hoffman; Hagerstown Circuit, John Snyder; Virginia Circuit, Henry Spayth. 

1815 

Conference convened May 9th at Henry Kumler's, near Greencastle, 
Pa. Twenty-one. preachers were present. No ~appointments are recorded. 
The question was asked, "Who are willing to travel a charge?". The fol
lowing were willing: John Snycl.er, Henry Kumler, Joseph Hoffman, Henry 
Spayth, Isaac Niswander, and Jacob Dehoff. It is not likely all were given 
assignments. One month after this conference the first General Conference 
was held at Mt. Pleasant, Penna. 

1816 

Up to this time the method of licensing preachers seems to have been 
a very loose and flexible one. Although the usual procedure was to ex
amine applicants and give licenses at the conference, yet some new names 
were added to the list each year without notations as to how they got 
there. Many were licensed at the "great meetings," as the barn and grove 
meetings were called. The presiding elders and even the circuit riders 
seem to have had some privileges in the granting of exhorters' and begin
ners' licenses. Gradually, a system was worked out and adhered to. At the 
1816 conference, held at the home of David Long, Fautz' Valley, Cumber
land county, Pa., Henry Kumler, George Geeting, Jr., George Hoffman, and 
Peter Swartz were ordained by the laying on of hands. Jacob Flickinger, 
Samuel Huber, and William Brown were licensed to preach. It was resolved 
to hold a camp-meeting on the 8th of August at Leonhart Middlekauff's, 
four miles from Hagerstown. Joseph Hoffman, Henry Kumler, Michael 
Baer, John Snyder, and Jacob Deho~ agreed "to travel." No appointments 
are recorded. Abraham Mayer, Jeseph Hoffmap, and Jacob Baulus were 
elected presiding elders for· two years. 
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1817 

This conference was held at Geeting's Meeting House, near Keedys
ville. John Snyder and Henry Kumler were elected presiding elders. This 
doesn't necessarily mean the three elected in 1816 were not re-elected. There 
were probably five such officials. At that time presiding elders usually were 
prosperous farmer-preachers who looked after the general interests of 
appointments within a certain radius of their homes. They served without 
pay. No appointments are recorded. An item deals with the salaries of 
the traveling preachers; the presiding elders are to keep the accounts and 
submit same to the conference for approval. 

1818 

Twenty-six preachers attended this conference, held at Christian 
Hershey's, Lancaster county, Penna. John Russell, who became one of our 
truly great men, and a bishop, was licensed at this conference. The only 
indication of the personnel of the itinerant preachers is in this paragraph: 
"The following preachers are willing to travel this year: John Snyder, 
David Fleck, Jacob Wenger, for half a year, Henry Kumler, for half a year, 
William Brown, Valentine Baulus, Michael Baer, for half a year, Conrad 
Roth." Another paragraph ·reads: "Resolved that Conrad Roth be per
mitted to preach in and around Hagerstown this year, with the under
standing that after harvest he is to go to Virginia to help hold big meetings 
if his health permits." 

In the early days only about half of the members were present at the 
annual conference. The membership in 1818 was probably forty or fifty, 
yet only eight seem to be ready for active service under the direction of 
the conference. The rest were, for the most part, farmers who preached 
in their own neighborhoods as time and opportunity afforded, and without 
remuneration. Only those accepting assignments from the conference receiv
ed financial support. 

An interesting letter was received by this conference from th~ Otter
bein Church in Baltimore, "concerning the creation of a fund for the 
purpose of helping to support the poor preachers who preach in the 
out of the way places under the direction of the conference, to make 
up for their small salaries. As already a beginning had been made at a 
conference h:eld in the State of Ohio, June 11, 1816, we thought we would 
make an effort, the Lord willing, to give the people a chance to make volun
tary contributions thereto." 

1819 

May 4th, 1819, Valentine Doub's, Frederick, county, Md. (Valentine 
Doub was a son-in-law of Peter Kemp, and lived in the old Kemp home
stead) . The brethren felt t):ie need of more time to plan and deliberate so 
the conference decided to begin on Tuesdays, hereafter, and close on Fridays. 

"A letter was read from William Lein, Registrar of Cumberland county, 
Pa., in which information was given that David Snyder, deceased (mem
ber of conference), had bequeathed $1,000 to the conference, due one year 
after the death of his widow." 

"$50.00 was received through Abraham Mayer, from sister Snyder as 
a gift for the worthy poor preachers in the state of Ohio, which was then 
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placed in the hands of Brother Zeller." Andrew Zeller, elected bishop in 
1817, was a member of Miami Conference. He was probably in attend
ance at the Eastern Conference for the purpose of securing financial aid 
for the poverty-stricken preachers in his' area. 

Another item adds weight to the above conjecture: "The accounts 
were audited and found a balance of $66.24, which also was given with the 
$50.00 to the brethren in Ohio." As early as 1813 contributions were 
going out from the old mother conference to the Ohio brethren. At the 
Miami conference of 1813, "Brother Newcomer brought a present of 
$30.00, given by Matthias Kessler, of Fredericktown, which, according 
to his wish, was divided out to Brothers Lehman, Troyer, and Winters." 
Kessler was a minister in the old conference. 

Presiding elders were elected as follows: Hagerstown district, Samuel 
Huber; Jun,ata District, Abraham Mayer; Virginia District, John Snyder. 
Pastoral appointments: Baltimore, John Snyder; Hagerstown Circuit, Daniel 
Pfeiffer; Juniata Circuit, David Fleck; Virginia Circuit, Wm. Brown and 
Conrad Wiest; State of Ohio, John Russell and John Fetterhoff. The two 
appointments to Ohio were understood as transfers to Ohio conferences. 
Fetterhoff had only an exhorter's license. 

Although many preachers had gone out from the old mother con
ference to form the Miami and Muskingum Conferences, none had gone 
through the formality of securing transfers. 

1820 

Conference met at Conrad Nicodemus' house, Washington County, 
Md. Four presiding elders were present: Virginia District, George Geeting, 
Jr.; Hagerstown District, Samuel Huber; Juniata District, Abraham Mayer; 
Lancaster District, John Neidig. 

The appointments of the traveling preachers are as follows: Baltimore, 
John Snyder_; Hagerstown Circuit, Wm. Brown and Conrad Wiest; Juniata 
Circuit, John Brown; Virginia Circuit, Daniel Pfieffer and James Danohow. 

It would appear from the above that there was practically a presiding 
elder for eai:h charge. As previously pointed out, these presiding elders 
were preachers who preferred not to travel extensively, but who ·were 
willing t<;> give general oversight to the work locally, without pay. They 
preached a great deal and saw to it that the pastors were properly supported. 

1821 

Hagerstown, Md., April 10, 1821. The outstanding thing in the 
minutes of this conference was the planning of the original Benevolent 
Society of the United Brethren Church. A committee was appointed 
to devise a plan to raise a fund for the support of the traveling preach
ers. The following were appointed: Jacob Baulus, John Snyder, Joseph 
Hoffman, Abraham Mayer, George Geeting, Jr., Peter Traubel, and John 
Hershey. (Note: The name Peter Traube! probably should read Christian 
Traube). The committee reported the next day as follows: 

1. Resolved by the United Brethren in conference assembled that it 
is necessary to organize a society in order to raise a fund for the support 
of the traveling and aged preachers, and for those who are worn out in 
the service. 
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2. Resolved that on each circuit worthy persons be named who shall 
exert themselves to secure subscribers as members of this society. 

3. Resolved that a committee be named at this conference who shall 
draw up a constitution for this society, by which it shall be governed, and 
to report at the next annual conference for adoption or improvement. · 

4. Resolved that owing to the pressing needs a subscription shall be 
opened at this conference for immediate relief. 

5. Resolved that three of the foregoing resolutions shall be laid 
before the General Conference and the conferences of Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. (Note: As yet there were no annual conferences in Pennsylvania 
other than the old conference. The reference is probably to informal 
groups which were functioning somewhat as ministerial associations now 
function in local communities.) 

The above resolutions were adopted and John Baulus and John 
Hildt were appointed a committee on constitution to organize the above 
society, and report at the next conference for adoption. . 

"The following preachers gave themselves up to travel: John Snyder; 
Conrad Wiest, Christian Traube, James Danohow, Henry Bortner, William 
Brown, Daniel Pfieffer, John Brown (Va.), and John Brown (Pa.)." · 

1822 

Home of Joseph Knegi, Big Spring, Pa., Oakville Charge. Conference 
met here in 1811 ·and 1822. 

April 9th, 1882. Joseph Knegi's home, Big Spring (Oakville Charge), 
Pa. Twenty-seven preachers were present. The itinerants for the year 
were: William Brown, Conrad Wiest, Daniel Pfieffer, John Brown (Va.), 
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John Snyder, John Brown, (Pa.), Christian Traub, Henry Burtner, Samuel 
Huber. Their fields of labor are not recorded. 

The committee on constitution for the benevolent society presented a 
draft of the proposed document, which was adopted and ordered printed. 
The following brethren were elected trustees of the new organization: Jacob 
Brazer, of Chambersburg, Valentine Doub of near Frederick, Andrew 
Newcomer, of Washington County, Md. (son of Bishop Newcomer), John 
Cronise, of near Frederick, Samuel Huber and John Wenger, of Franklin 
County, Pa., and George Martini, of Hagerstown. 

It was reported that nearly $400.00 had been subscribed for the fund. 
The conference ordered the incorporation of the society. 

1823 

May 6th, 1823, conference convened at the home of John Cronise, 
Frederick County, Md. Only eighteen ministers attended. Presiding elders: 
John Snyder, Wm. Brown, Abraham Hershey, Abraham Mayer, John Hildt, 
George Guething, John Crider. Itinerants for the ensuing year: Wm. 
Brown,· Conrad Wiest, John Brown, Henry Burtner, Christian Traub, Dan
iel Pfeiffer, Jacob Erb,· Gideon Smith. 

Jacob Erb, destined to become a bishop and a great leader in the de
nomination, was licensed at this conference. 

Xhe treasurer of the benevolent society reported that $21.00 interest 
had accrued from the investments of the society. A bill for $9.50 (probably 
for printing the constitution, articles of incorporation, etc.) was ordered 
paid and the balance sent with Bishop Newcomer "to the brethren in the 
Ohio Conference." 

1824 

The minutes give the place of meeting as "Showman's Church, Pleasant 
Valley, Washington County, Md." This church was probably the fore
runner of the church at Rohrersville. The conference was held May 4th 
to 7th. 

"The following brethren gave themselves up to travel this year: Wm. 
Brown, Conrad Wiest, Daniel Pfieffer, Gideon Smith, John Brown, Henry 
Bortner, Wm. Abels, and Jacob Daub." 

"The treasurer of the Benevolent Society brought in his annual report, 
and it was found that $28.61 interest was received from the principal. Re
solved that the part that belongs to this conference, $9.50, shall be given 
to Brother Christian Traub, who has been sick for so long a time and 
thernfore is worthy." 

1825 

·May 10, 1825. Conference met in Petersburg (Littlestown), Penna. 
Twenty-nine preachers were present. 'The question was asked: 'Who 
are willing to travel this year?' The following were willing: Wm. Brown, 
John Brown, Conrad Wiest, Jacob Erb, Jacob Daub, Gideon Smith." 

"Resolved that in the future the word 'Reverend' shall be omitted in 
addressing the preachers." 

. Among eleven men licensed to exhort or preach by this conference was 
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William Reinhart, who was a marvelous singer. He became editor of 
"The Mountain Messenger," a paper he published in Hagerstown in 1834, 
and the following year became the first editor of the Religious Telesc?pe. 
He, with Jacob Erb, produced the first English hymn-book of the United 
Brethren Church. 

Appointments for the year: Baltimore, William Brown; _Augusta ~ir
cuit, Jacob Daub; Shenandoah, John Zahn; Hagerstown, Gideon Smith; 
York, John Brown; Juniata, Conrad Wiest; Huntingdon, John Hendrichs; 
Lancaster, Jacob Erb. 

A second conference was held in the year 1825, beginning November 
17th, in Chambersburg. Bishops Newcomer and Kumler presided. Thirty
one preachers were present. It is not clear why two conferences were held 
that year. No urgent business seems to have come before the group. The 
following paragraph does not fit in perfectly with the appointments made in 
May: "The following were willing to travel this year; William Brown 
Gideon Smith,. Conrad Wiest, John Hendrichs; John Brown, Daniel 
Pfieffer. Simon Driesbach, arid Jacob Debold." 

1826 

The conference met at the Shopp home, near Shiremanstown, Pa., April 
3rd. Forty-two ministers were present. Newcomer was the bishop. Pre
siding elders elected were John Neidig, Samuel Huber, and David Baer. 
Traveling preachers were; Wm. Brown, Gideon Smith, Jacob Debold, Simon 
Driesbach, Thomas Miller, John Brown, Conrad Wiest, John Hendrichs 
Jacob Erl::. 

Evidently the leaders had done some prodding of the preachers who 
were neglecting attendance at conference, and that may account for the 
increased attendance. Two paragraphs in the minutes are significant: 

"Resolved that it shall be the duty of each preacher of this denomi
nation, where the circumstances permit, to be present at the conference, ot at 
least write to the conference explaining why he could not come. 

"Further, _resolved that a list of all our preachers who belong to this 
conference be kept:. Their names shall be called at each annual conference, 
and inquiry be made as to their conduct." 

Communism, of a kind, seems to have been practised in all the early 
conferences. The entire fund raised for the traveling preachers was brought 
to conference and there, by a committee, divided equally. among the 
itinerants who had given full time to the work. Here is a typical report: 
"The presiding elders brought in the· following report, after making settle
ment with the traveling preachers. $771.24 was collected during the past 
yea:r. The married preachers received $160.00 and the single receiv
ed $80.00." 

_David Snyder's widow had died during the year and the $1,000.00 he 
had bequeathed to the conference became available. Mrs. Snyder also will

"' ed $1,000.00 to the conference. See the history of Oakville Charge. 

1827 

The conference met April 3rd at Joseph Knegi's, Big Spring (near 
Oakville) Pa. Bishop Newcomer presided. John Snyder and George 
Geeting, Jr., were elected "traveling presiding elders." A new term is thus 
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introduced. Evidently the presiding elders were beiqg put on a full-time 
basis and would share in the common fund. 

Appointments: PenQ.sylvania District, John Snyder, Presiding Elder; 
Juniata Circuit, David Fleck; Lancaster Circuit, Gideon Smith; York Cir
cuit, John Kroch. Hagerstown District, George Geeting Jr., Presiding Elder; 
Hagerstown Circuit, John Zahn and John Eckstein; Virginia Circuit. John 
Hendrichs and Thomas Miller. Huntingdon District, David Baer, Presid
ing Elder; Huntingdon Circuit, Christian Traub; Missionary to New York, 
Jacob Erb; Baltimore, William Brown. 

1828 

This conference met in the old Jerusalem Church near Myersville, 
Md., April 1st, 1828. Sixteen licenses to preach and exhort were granted. 
The conference was divided into the following districts: Virginia, Carlisle, 
Hagerstown, Huntingdon and Lancaster. 

"The itinerant preachers received their appointments a:s follows: John 
Snyder and William Brown, P. E's. Baltimore, John Neidig; York Cir
cuit, John Kroch; Carlisle Circuit, Wm. Scholde; Juniata Circuit, Ezekiel 
Boring and Frederick Gilbert; Huntingdon Circuit, John Hendrichs; Hag
erstown Circuit, John Zahn; Virginia Circuit, John Miller and John Eck
stein; Susquehanna Circuit, Jacob Erb; Lebanon Circuit, Simon Dreisbach." 

1829 

Conference met in the old Geeting Meeting House, near Keedysville 
Md., April 7th. "The following brethren gave themselves up to travel: 
John Snyder, William Reinhart, William Brown, John Neidig, John Eck
stein, Frederick Gilbert, Thomas Miller, John Kroch, John Durkes, William 
Scholde, John Hendrichs, Noah Woodyard, William Knott, John Ewig, 
John Zahn, Ezekiel Boring, Jacob Snyder, and Daniel Dewinni." 

1830 

This conference met March 30th in Shopp's Meeting House, near Shire
manstown, Pa. The General Conference had met the preceding summer 
and ordered the division of the old mother conference into two conferences, 
the Hagerstown Conference (later known as Virginia Conference), and the 
Harrisburg (later known as the Pennsylvania Conference). However, the 
division didn't. affect the session of 1830. The brethren came together as 
usual. Forty-nine answered roll call, and eighteen were listed as absent. 
Thus the membership was sixty-seven. 

"A motion was made by John Zahn that John Winebrenner be given 
an advisory seat. Wm. Brown inquired whether John Winebrenner would 
accept an advisory seat, while it seemed to him that in harmony with his 
teaching he could not do so. Winebrenner signified his willingness to 
accept, and ·he was voted an advisory seat by a majority of votes." Jacob 
Erb, whose home was at Wormleysburg, and who had preached on the 
Susquehanna Circuit, had formed a friendship with Rev. John Winebrenner, 
a Dutch Reformed preacher, a native of Frederick County, Md., who was 
pastor of a church in Harrisburg, across the i:iver from Erb's home. One 
of the fruits of this friendi;hip was the immersion of Winebrenner by Erb 
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in the Susquehanna river, July 4th, 1830. It was in this same year that 
Winebrenner founded the Church of God. 

. The foliowing were the traveling preachers for the ensuing year: 
John Zahn, Ezekiel Boring, John Kroch, Daniel Winter, James Neiman, 
John Smith, Moses Lawson, John Dorcas, William Kenier, John Haney, 
Charles Boehm, Jacob Snyder, Thomas Miller, John Hendricks, William 
Scholde, Andrew Beard, and Daniel Dewinni. The fields to which they 
were assigned are not mentioned. 

Bishop Newcomer had died during the year and Bishop Henry Kumler 
presided in his place. No mention is made of the presiding elders. 

It was decided that the Hagerstown Conference was to have the original 
records of the conference and that the Harrisburg Conference must secure 
a new one. Bishop Kumler gave William Brown $2.00 with which to buy 
the· new book, and instructed him to transcribe the proceedings from the 
old into the new. 

Twenty-eight preachers were members of the Hagerstown Conference, 
which from here on we will call the Virginia Conference. Exactly how many 
were in the Harrisburg, or Pennsylvania Conference, from the start we 
do not kuow. Probably there were forty. Twenty-nine attended the 1831 
conference, and there was the usual number of absentees. 

In chapter two of this book will be found the story of the W esterh 
Maryland churches affected by this division of the conferences. These 
churches, until 1887, were affiliated with Virginia Conference. In the 
latter year the Maryland Conference was organized and functioned until 
1901 when it was merged with Pennsylvania Conference. 

We have felt it important to go somewhat into detail to bring to you 
the story of the conference thus far. It is obvious that we cannot cover 
the period from 1831 to the present as fully. From here on we must con
tent ourselves with just the high lights of the more than one hundred 
years of conferences. 

To save space we shall forego giving the names of presiding bishops, 
presiding elders, places where conferences met, and similar data. These 
names and data may be found in other portions of this history. Nor can 
we touch on each and every conference that has been held. From 1831 
on the minutes become more and more elaborate, boundary changes 
are noted, and the appointments are listed regularly and satisfactorily. 

1831 

"It was agreed that it was right to hold singing schools when conducted 
in a Christian manner." 

'_'Resolved that the manufacture and sale of strong drink by the mem
bers of this annual conference is hereby prohibited. Passed by nearly a 
unanimous vote." 

"Resolved that on the fourth of July sermons be preached to the 
people wherever it can be made to suit." 

Appointments: Baltimore Circuit, James Neiman; Carlisle Circuit, John 
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Smith; Juniata, Charles Boehm; Halifax Circuit, William Scholde; Littles
town Circuit, Jacob Erb; Chambersburg Circuit, Frederick Gilbert; Hunt
ingdo_n Circuit, William Kenier and Daniel Dewinni; Lancaster Circuit, 
Gideon Smith; Baltimore, John Kroch. Hagerstown Circuit, Jacob Gloss
brenner and W. R. Rhinehart; Mechanicstown (Thurmont), John Miller 
and George Geeting, Jr. (Maryland appointments by Va; Corif.) 

1832 

"The Fourth of July was appointed as a day of Thanksgiving and 
Prayer." 

Light's Meeting House, Lebanon, Pa., Built 1820. Forerunner of 
Salem Church. Penna, Conference met here 1836 and 1839. 

1836 

Conference met at Light's Meeting House (Sdem), Lebanon, Pa. The 
membership of Penna. Conference was given as 90. Preachers present, 41; 
absent, 49. 

"A letter was received from J--- R . He would be glad 
to see his brethren in the conference, and believes that we as preachers 
need much. grace in our times, and desires to have York Circuit or nothing." 

"Brother George Ochs complained that he suffered such great loss on 
Newcomer's Journal. The brethren pitied him and bought over a hundred 
dollars worth from him." 

1838 

The conference of 1838 met at Wormleysburg, Pa., the home of Jacob 
Erb. At the 1837 conference, because of difficulty in securing entertain
ment, a ·member offered a motion that the Conference "convene in some 
town where there were enough members of our church, rent a hall, each pay 
his own board and lodging, hurry business through and go home." Jacob 
Erb, then pastor of Dauphin Circuit, arose and invited the conference at 
his own expense to his home in Wormleysburg. He had recently married 
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and was keeping house. The invitation was accepted and forty-nine preach
ers came to the conference the ·following March, 1838. In addition, there 
were nine candidates present to join conference, besides lay visitors, and, 
perhaps,· some of the ministers' wives. Dr. Eberly states there were 
ninety-eight to be entertained but he probably made the mistake of counting 
the entire conference membership, including the absentees. The member~ 
·ship was ninety-nine, including the Bishop. Dr. Eberly, in Landmark His
tory, says: "Erb himself boarded forty preachers and paid his sister who 
lived in the place to board forty more; the rest he assigned to places among 
his friends." It has also been pointed out that most of the preachers came 
on horseback, and this added to the problem of entertainment, but Mr. Erb 
was equal to the occasion. 

The meetings were held in an abandoned school building which Erb. 
had rented for the purpose. There was no U. B. Church in the town as yet, 
although there was a preaching appointment. 

This conference is notable because it divided itself to form the 
Allegheny Conference. This was done without General Conference action. 
About half the geographical territory formerly occupied by Pennsylvania 
Conference was given to the newly formed Allegheny Conference, . and 
about one third of the preachers chose to go to that body. 

"We closed our session by commending each other to God, hoping 
that if we never shall meet again in this world that we may meet where 
sorrows never come. May God grant U:s this through Jesus our 
Lord. Amen." 

1839 

With the circuits in the Allegheny Conference now out of the list, we 
present the plan of appointments for the year 1839 :-

Lancaster District; Jacob Wenger, Presiding Elder; Lancaster Circuit, 
Daniel Funkhouser and Philip Frey; Dauphin Circuit, Jacob Roop; Carlisle 
Circuit, Enoch Hoffman; York Circuit, Adam Noon. 

Chambersburg District, Samuel Huber, Presiding Elder; Chambers
burg Circuit, Jacob Kessler and John Fohl; Baltimore Station, John Russell 
and John Hersh. 

Hagerstown, C. W. Zahn and J. Markwood; Frederick, Geo. Gilbert 
and G. A. Shuey. (The Maryland appointments were made by Virginia 
Conference.) 

1841 

A Conference Home Missionary Society was formed. $176.00 was rais
ed by the conference and more was to be raised in the churches. The pur
pose was to send out one or more home missionaries into new fields to 
establish new churches. 

The first record of local boundary changes appears this year: "Re
solved that Littlestown, Spangler's, Ridingees, Stocl~slager's, etc., be struck 
off from York Circuit and be called Littlestown Mission; and that Leba
non and Millerstown (Annville) be a station." 
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1845 

"Resolved that this conference pray General Conference through our 
delegates to divide this conference and make the Susquehanna river to be 
their line." 

1846 

At the conference of 1846, by pre-arrangement, the Pennsylvania Con
ference was again divided. All the territory east of the Susquehanna 
became known as the East Pennsylvania Conference and the rest as the 
West Pennsylvania Conference. There were eighty-two members at the 
time: forty-four chose to go to the "West" and thirty-two to the "East." 

We now present the stationing committee's report for the "West" 
Pennsylvania Conference: John Russell, Presiding Elder; Chambersburg 
Station, John Fohl; Shopp's Station, Jacob S. Kessler; Hershey's Station, 
George Miller; Chambersburg Circuit, Jacob C. Smith and James M. 
Bishop; Rocky Spring, Pa., Circuit, William Wagner; Littlestown Cir
cuit, G. W. Showman; Carlisle Circuit, Alexander Owen; Perry Circuit, 
John Dickson; York Circuit, Samuel Enterline; Dover Circuit, Tobias 
Crider; York Mission, Enoch Hoffman; B.altimore Mission, Peter Bitzel 
and A. Marker. 

Virginia Conference appointments to Maryland charges were: Fred
erick, G. B. Rimel; Hagerstown, J. E. Bowersox. 

1847 

The Rev. I. W. Bonewell, pastor of an independent Primitive Method
ist Church in Philadelphia visited the conference and offered to connect his 
congregation with Pennsylvania Conference. Rev. Geo. Miller, presiding 
elder, was sent as a committee to investigate. He reported favorably at the· 
1848 conference and the pastor and congregation became affiliated with us. 
For a number of years Pennsylvania Conference sent pastors to the church 
and made substantial appropriations. In 1859 the following motion was 
passed: "Resolved that inasmuch as the above named congregation is located 
within the bounds of East Pennsylvania Conference, we will hereafter leave 
it where it properly belongs, under the jurisdiction of that body." 

This was the beginnin_g of United Brethren work in Philadelphia, 
where we no.w have four churches, all affiliated with the East Pennsyl
vania Conference. 

1847 

The first statistical chart to be given in the minutes is for the year 
ending with the 1847 Conference. The secretary was Jacob C. Smith. We 
believe it to be of sufficient importance and interest to reproduce it here 
in full. 

The statistical report for 1847 is very incomplete. It is inconceivable 
that Rocky Springs Circuit, with the largest membership in the conference, 
should have no Telescope subscribers; likewise Chambersburg Station. It 
will be noted, too, that Chambersburg Station, Shopp's Station, Carlisle 
Circuit, and the Otterbein Church in Baltimore didn't report the number 
of members received during the year. The Old Otterbein Church didn't 
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even report the number of members on roll. However, from other sources 
we infer the membership was eighty at the time. This indicates that the 
total membership of the conference in 1847 was about 1,836. 

It will be noted that the circuits were composed of many appointments. 
At fully half of the appointments there were no organized congregations. 
An appointment might be in a school-house, in a private home, or in a 
union meeting house. In 1847 there were 12 charges, 15 preachers and 
junior preachers, and 122 appointments. The number of appointments 
fluctuated. York Circuit, for instance, had 19 appointments in 1847 and 
26 in 1850. There were many boundary changes made informally by 
the pastors among themselves. The 1849 statistical chart includes the num
ber of classes (organized congregations). In that year there werf' 142 
appointments and 76 classes. 

While there were only fifteen ministers serving charges, the total mem
bership of the conference in 1847 was forty-four. 

In making comparisons with the present, it must be borne in mind 
that the churches in western Maryland were at this time affiliated with the 
Virginia Conference. 

That the ladies had not always been welcome visitors at the early con
ferences is indicated by a resolution in the 1847 conference, as follows: 
"Resolved that the ladies are hereby invited to attend as spectators during 
the sessions of this conference." 

1849 - 1850 

Some interest in ministerial ethics was taken by these conferences, 
as the resolut~ons to follow will attest: 

"Resolved that no member of the conference be allowed to absent 
himself during the hours of session without permission from the con
ference. 

"Resolved that the nauseous weed of tobacco be dispensed with in 
the conference room during this session. 

"Resolved that through a complication of business Bro. Erb, P. E., has. 
neglected his district, and that he. make an acknowledgment of the same 
to conference. (He did.) 

"Resolved that we. fully concur with the brethren of the Allegheny 
Conference that the apparel of our preachers should be plain and not 
costly, shunning the appearance of evil, and that they may be examples 
of piety to the flock over which the Holy Ghost has made them overseers, 
and that those who· have wives and children use their influence that they 
may be in like manner. 

"When any member is about to speak in debate or deliver any matter 
to the conference he should arise from his seat and respectfully address 
himself to the presiding bishop, confining himself rigidly to the points 
at issue and studiously avoid unfriendly personalities. 

"No member shall leave after the appointments are read out until 
the final close. 1 

"No member shall be allowed to peruse any newspaper, book, or 
pamphlet during the business of conference. 

(Note: The above paragraphs were not consecutive in the minutes.) 
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1859 

Benjamin R. Hanby, Daniel Eberly, H. Y. Hummelbaugh, and H. R. 
Fetterho_ff joined the conference. Hariby, in 1856, wrote the famous melody, 
"Darling Nellie Gray." Eberly became a leading pastor, educator, and his
torian. Hummelbaugh lived only nine more years but he made a profound 
impression upon the spiritual life of the conference. The late Rev. E. H. 
Hummelbaugh was his son and Rev. Grace Hummelbaugh Sponseller is a 
grarid-dau,1<hter. 

1862 

The stress and strain of the Civil War period is reflected in the fol
lowing resolutions: "Resolved that in the injunction of our Saviour, 'Render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are 
God's,' we recognize first, our duty to God, and secondly to our country; 
that in our allegiance to the latter we declare our unaltered attachment to 
the 'Constitution and the Union,' founded under God by our fathers. 

"Resolved that our sympathies- and prayers are with and for the 
constituted authorities of our country, and that in all constitutional means 
for the preservation of the Union and the suppression of rebellion, we 
cheerfully accord to the 'powers that be' our cordial and sincere regards.'' 

During the period of the Civil War the Maryfand District of Vir
ginia Conference did not meet with Virginia .Conference because of the 
pi~ket lines along the Potomac. Marylan'd District Conferences were held 
during the period of the war as follows: 1862, Mt. Carmel, Rohrersville 
Charge; 1863, Georgetown (Walkersville); 1864, Ifoonsboro; 1865, 
Myersville. 

More sidelights on the .Civil War may be found in the story of 
the Maryland churches, in Chapter II. 

1863 

The Committee on the "State of the Country" brought in a ringing re
port condemning ~he seceders from the UniOn, pledging loyalty ·to the 
Union cause, and calling upon the country to forsake sin and "humble them
selves before God.'' 

The secretary was instructed to send a copy of the resolution!> to 
President Abraham Lincoln, "and assure him of our hearty sympathy for 
him in his responsible position.'' 

Similar resolutions, increasing in intensity of feeling, were adopted in 
1864, and in 1865. 

1865 

Pennsylvania Conference cooperated for a while with Mt. Pleasant 
College, Mt. Pleasant, Pa. In 1858 the college merged with Ot~erbein 
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University (now called Otterbein College) and the conference then fully 
cooperated with the latter school by naming trustees, sending students, and 
helping with the finances. In 1865 the committee on education recom
mended continued support of that school, but also recommended: "That 
we appoint a board of trustees, to act in conjunction with an equal number 
appointed by the East Pennsylvania Conference, should they desire to do 
so, to inquire into the propriety and practicability of establishing 
a classical school at some central location in the bounds of the two con
ferences, a?d report at our next session." 

1866 

The joint-committee of Pennsylvania and East Pennsylvania Confer
ences reported their activities. ·They had looked over available school 
properties and sites at Mechanicsburg, Cottage Hill College at York, Ann
ville Academy, and Cedar Hill Seminary buildings at Mt. Joy. The 
Mechanicsburg buildings had been sold before the committee arrived; the 
owners oi the Mt. Joy and Annville buildings promptly raised their prices 
when they heard the committee was serious; and the committee did not 
seem favorably impressed with the York proposition. The committee de
cided to locate the school in Lebanon or York, depending upon which 
community would secure the largest amount of money toward it. The 
report concludes as follows: "At a meeting held in Littlestown, Pa., Janu
ary 24th, 1866, we learned that no effort was made by either Lebanon or 
York that proved successful, therefore, your Board of Trustees beg leave 
to be discharged from further service." Signed by J. Erb, J. Dickson, 
D. Eberly, W. B. Raber. 

The conference voted 12 to 9 to "instruct our Trustees to Otterbein 
University to demand the removal of the instrument (organ) from their 
religious worship in the college chapel." 

1868 

Soon after the conference of 1866, which met the latter part of Jan" 
uary, the East Pennsylvania Conference took action that founded Lebanon 
Valley College. The building and grounds of Annville Academy, a 
privately owned and conducted institution since 1834, were tendered as 
a gift to the conference. Their valuation was placed at $5,000. The 
gift was accepted. In 1868 overtures were made to Pennsylvania Con
ference to share in the development of the new college. The action that 
year was unfavorable because Pennsylvania Conference had previously 
pledged cooperation with Cottage Hill Seminary in York and the con
ference didn't want to cooperate at the same time with two institutions 
havirig female students. "Resolved that no proposition looking to co
operation with said 'Lebanon Valley College' can be entertained "until the 
authorities of the same shall manifest a disposition to transfer their female 
department to 'Cottage Hill Female College,' in which case we should 
feel a willingness to meet said authorities, at least in consultation on the 
propriety of cooperation." 

· A series of overtures and a great deal of correspondence culminated, 
in 1873, in Pennsylvania Conference, along with Virginia Conference, enter-
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ing into cooperation with the East Pennsylvania in the development of 
Lebanon Valley College. 

1869 

The conference met Jan. 21st in Chambersburg. A committee from 
the East Pennsylvania Conference asked Pennsylvania to join with that 
conference in petitioning General Conference to form the East German 
Conference. The plan to release all exclusively German churches for en
trance into the proposed conference. Pennsylvania Conference acquiesced 
and the plan was carried out. East Pennsylvania Conference contributed 
fifteen charges and Pennsylvania Conference gave three, as follows: Old 
Otterbein, Baltimore; Third Church, (Fulton Ave.) Baltimore; and Deer 
Park. The latter had been a small appointment on the Jefferson Charge. 
The Old Otterbein Church ·was supplied with preachers from· the East 
German, the Ohio German, and the East Pennsylvania Conferences until 
1934 when it came back to the original conference. The East German 
Conference was merged with East Pennsylvania in 1901 and the Baltimore 
Fulton Avenue Church came back to Pennsylvania the same year. The 
Deer Park appointment had long been abandoned. 

1877 

The month for the meeting of conference was changed from February 
to March. For a number of years it had been held in January, as early as 
January 10th. From here on conferences met in March until 1903, when 
October was selected as a more suitable time of the year. 

1878-1879 

The General Conference of 1877 made Lay Representation in the an
nual conference optional with each conference, provided that two-thirds 
of the ministers approved. Pennsylvania Conference promptly took favor
able action at its next session, in 1878. The first lay delegates in our 
conference appeared in 1879. 

In the report on missions mention was made of the fact that the Penn
sylvania Conference Branch of the Woman's Missionary Association had 
been organized during the year. The report reads, in part: 

"Whereas the sisters of our conference have organized a Woman's 
Missionary Society within the bounds of our conference, according to the 
directions of the General Conference, therefore 

"Resolved, that we not only say to them as Boaz did to Ruth, 'Go 
not from hence but abide fast by us,' but do extend to them our aid and 
warmest sympathies, and pray that great success may attend their labors." 

See Chapter IX for the history of the Woman's Missionary Association 
work in Pennsylvania and Maryland conferences. 

1881 

The General Conference ordered "that the East Pennsylvania Con
ference be attached to Pennsylvania conference under the name of Pennsyl
vania Conference." No objection was raised at the time. The two con
ferences came together in joint sessions during the ensuing quadrennium, 
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each conference ratifying the proceedings separately. This was done to 
obviate difficulties. The four joint conferences were held in Harrisburg, 
1882; Chambersburg, 1883; York First, 1884; Lebanon, 1885. The General 
Conference of 1885 restored the two conferences to their former status. 

1887 

Maryland Conference was formed by the withdrawal of nineteen min
isters and twelve charges from Virginia Conference. The Maryland Con
ference had forty"seven appointments, forty-one organized churches, and 
a church membership of 3,214. 

1890 

After many years of discussion, pro and con, the_ General Conference 
of 1889, in session at York, Pa., adopted a revised Constitution and Confes
sion of Faith. This involved a modification of the traditional attitude 
of the church toward secret orders. The article respecting secret combina
tions was changed so as to read: "We declare that a11 secret combinations 
which infringe upon the rights of those outside their organizations, and 
whose principles and practices are injurious to the Christian character of 
their members, are contrary to the Word of God, and that Christians 
ought to have no connections with them." 

The change was made by a vote of 110 to 20. Fifteen of the dissent
ers, led by Bishop Milton Wright, _withdrew at once, proceeded to another 
hall in the city of York, and entered upon what they claimed was the con
tinuance of the lawful session of the General Conference. They retained 
the name of "The United Brethren in Christ," but later, where a distinction 
became necessary, added the words, "Old Constitution," in parenthesis. 
None of th9se withdrawing were from the eastern area of the church. 

The dis~enters claimed to be the real and true United Brethren and 
procee~ed· to lay claim to all the denominational institutions of learning, 
the publishing house and local chui;ch properties. A long drawn-out period 
of litigation was settled decisively in favor of the larger group. Never
theless, much schism and friction were occasioned in many local churches 
which has taken half il century to heal. The Rev. H. A. Schlichter, pre
siding elder of Chambersburg Distric:t, in his report to conference in 1890 
said, in part: "Waynesboro, Greencastle, St. Thomas, Boiling Springs, 
Dillsburg, York Springs, and Bendersville charges have been the scene of 
open conflict." In the Maryland Conference three churches were seriously 
disrupted, namely, Chewsville, Rohrersville, and Mt. Lena. It might be 
added that Chambersbung First Church had previously been the scene of a 
distressing walk-out on the part of those who could not agree to the re
vision of the constitution. As a consequence of the _turmoil there was 
a slight set-back with the work of the conference, as may be seen by re
ferring to the statistical chart at the end of. this chapter. However, the 
reaction was generally favorable, all losses were quickly recuperated, and 
the conference and denomination entered upon an unprecedented period 
of prosperity. _ 

We are happy to state that the bitter feelings of other years have 
about died out and the ministers and members of the two groups mingle 
freely in their several communities, working side by side, frequently ex-
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changing felicitations in official gatherings, and most of us are hoping 
for the day when all the sons of Otterbein will be United Brethren again. 

1890 

Pennsylvania Conference Branch Young People's Christian Union 
was organized at conference time. See the history of this auxiliary in 
Chapter IX. 

1892 
A very generous offer of the R~:v. Z. A. Colestock arid wife,: lookl.ng 

to the establishment of an Old Folks' Home at Mechanicsburg, was accepted. 
The home was formally opened for guests April 1, 1893. See Chapter IX. 

1901 

The General Conference of the denomination met irt Frederick, Md., 
and its most significant act, to us, was the merging of Maryland Conference 
with Pennsylvania Conference. Thus, after niore than seventy years, the 
c;onference boundaries were substantially the same as before. The Mary
landers reported at the conference of 1902, held in March, the first con
ference following General Conference. They did not come empty handed. 
They brought with them 20 ministers, ~5 appointments, 33 organized 
churches, and 3,459 church members. Since the _membership of Pennsyl
vania Conference was only 13,43~ the year preceding, this gain was signi
ficant. Then, as now, considerably more than one fourth of Pennsylvania 
Conference lies within the state of Maryland. 

In Chapter V of this history will be found the names of the ministers 
who came to Pennsylvania Conference by this merger. 

1902 

Conference accepted a generous offer made by Rev. and Mrs. H. J 
Kitzmiller, making possible the Quincy United Brethren Orphanage and 
Home. The home was formally opened early in April, 1903. See Chapter 
IX. 

1903 

By action of the conference of 1902 the time for the annual conference 
was changed from March to October. Ministers appointed to charges in 
March 1902 served until October 1903. 

1904 

A resolution introduced by the laymen called for the election of but 
one presiding elder, or conference superintendent, instead of two. The 
motion carried by a small majority. Rev. Wm. H. Washinger, one of the 
incumbents, was elected conference superintendent. 

NOTE: To conserve space we must discontinue this summary of the 
outstanding features of each conference. Such information as would be 
put down may be found elsewhere in this history, and most of the pastors 
of the conference have files of old minutes dating back to the turn of 
the century. 
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STATISTICAL HIGH LIGHTS 

The first statistical chart to be found in the old minutes appeared in 
1847, the year following the withdrawal of the East Pennsylvania Con
ference from Pennsylvania Conference. We shall now trace the numerical 
development of ·the conference, listeing the items in which the interest 
usually centers. 

Notes: *The Pennsylvania and East Pennsylvania Conferences had 
joint sessions from 18~2 to 1885. **Maryland Conference was merged 
with Pennsylvania -Conference in 1901, taking effect at the conference of 
1902. 
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1847 44 12 122 1836 1817 62 37 .184 7445 
1848 44 11 115 1840 1878 66 37 174 7430 
1849 49 13 142 2086 1879 60 37 172 7618 
i850 51 15 160 2330 1880 68 37 171 7701 
1851 51 16 172 2518 1881 60 37 170 7926 
1852 52 17 123 2713 1882 125 66 252 12872* 
1853 52 18 173 2946 (See note) 
1854 50 18 159 2895 1883 121 66 251 12763* 
1855 50 19 158 3195 1884 115 65 233 13246* 
1856 47 17 146 2780 1885 113 67 244 13731* 
1857 45 19 158 3006 1886 62 48 174 9505 
1858 45 18 158 3323 1887 66 42 171 9967 
1859 46 18 171 3630 1888 68 42 168 9796 
1860 51 20 177 3718 1889 74 44 166 10035 
1861 51 22 189 4204 1890 71 43 170 10373 
1862 60 23 177 4302 1891 69 43 160 9858 
1863 62 25 178 4363 1892 62 45 155 10103 
1864 53 26 171 4522 1893 60 43 148 10139 
1865 53 25 166 4722 1894 63 45 148 10717 
1866 54 24 158 4734 1895 68 47 145 11176 
1867 56 24 152 5098 1896 74 49 137 11653 
1868 58 26 155 5454 1897 73 49 137 11772 
1869 55 26 155 5836 1898 74 48 136 12252 
1870 57 30 171 6358 1899 75 49 135 12526 
1871 49 30 164 6713 1900 74 51 139 13127 
1872 63 12 178 6558 1901 75 51 139 13433 
1873 66 32 187 6592 1902 99 66 168 16580** 
1874 65 34 175 6845 (See note) 
1875 69 36 179 7189 1903 104 64 157 16087 
1876 67 36 184 7525 1904 111 64 156 16275 
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1905 106 63 156 16482 1922 114 73 151 26250 

1906 103 65 151 17132 1923 117 72 147 26785 

1907 102 65 152 17392 1924 118 73 149 27710 
1908 104 66 154 17871 1925 118 75 154 28535 

1909 110 65 154 18465 19i6 123 77 154 29062 

1910 103 66 160 18884 1927 124 78 154 29792 

1911 108 69 160 19342 1928 122 79 154 30642 
1912 111 70 159 19739 1929 123 78 155 31013 
1913 110 70 157 19899 1930 120 79 157 31746 
1914 113 70 153 21141 1931 124 78 157 32418 
1915 119 70 153 22752 1932 120 78 156 33148 
1916 120 71 151 23372 1933 122 79 156 33196 
1917 120 71 156 23553 1934 122 78 155 33752 
1918 119 74 156 23641 1935 122 80 156 34043 
1919 110 74 154 24185 1936 120 80 156 34082 
1920 109 74 153 24563 1937 120 78 156 34195 
1921 112 73 151 25542 

STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 

MARYLAND CONFERENCE 

"' "' li li 
B 8 ~ "' § "' "' E .... 

"' t ., ., ., ., .... 
"' t>.O ·s '8 "' t>.O .... ..0 
·a !ii ·a a 0 

~ ~ 
fl. 

::§ e "' ::§ ~ ~ 

1887 19 12 44 2940 1895 22 12 37 2927 
1888 20 12 47 3214 1896 20 12 36 3022 
1889 23 12 47 3222 1897 23 15 38 3168 
1890 22 11 43 3208 1898 24 15 36 3235 
1891 23 14 42 3083 1899 23 15 38 3215 
1892 23 12 45 3011 1900 23 14 35 3445 
1893 22 14 45 2998 1901 24 15 35 3459 
1894 21 13 45 2949 




