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JOHN W. LONG 
LIBRARY
A LOOK BACK TO SEE 
FORWARD

In many ways, the John W. Long Library 

was the first true library on campus, 

allowing Lycoming’s collection to grow to a 

size more comparable to that of other four-

year colleges — a distinction the institution 

had only recently received.

Construction began on the building on May 

7, 1950, and was completed the following 

year. The library was finished and open 

to students by September of 1951, with a 

dedication ceremony during Homecoming 

weekend.

The placement of the structure helped to 

cement into place what is today known as 

the Fultz Quadrangle — an iconic space on 

campus, cherished by alumni and current 

students alike.

The building was used as a library for only 

a short time before the Academic Center 

opened in 1968, providing a new home for 

the library, at which time, Long Hall was 

converted into an administrative building. 

Today Long Hall houses the offices of the 

president, provost, dean, financial aid, 

human resources and college advancement.

PICTURED: Contruction of the John W. Long 
Library in 1950's.
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Marla Kramer
Associate Director of 
Advancement Communications

from the

I
It’s encouraging to 

see that Lycoming 

actually is different: 

Seeing an opportunity 

to bolster its 

academic offerings 

and visage, Lycoming 

took it. And change is 

afoot.

,,
     Many say they are not afraid of change. But can they walk the 
talk? When I joined the Lycoming team earlier this year, I quickly 
learned about new programs that would help all students engage in 
experiential learning, develop leadership skills and graduate with 
what is truly a 21st-century education.
     It’s encouraging to see that Lycoming actually is different: 
Seeing an opportunity to bolster its academic offerings and visage, 
Lycoming took it. And change is afoot.
     For all those who were unable to attend the Campaign for a 
Greater Lycoming launch during Homecoming weekend, this issue 
will explain it all, and provide some examples along the way of how the campaign is already in 
full swing. Chip Edmonds ’98, vice president for college advancement, has graciously authored 
an article to provide context for the campaign, as well as the four priorities that will help the 
College achieve its goals. Look for it on page 31.
     From my office in Mary Lindsay Welch Honors Hall, I’ve witnessed first-hand during the past 
few months, buildings coming down, clearing the way for new. Pat Marty, executive director of 
communications and external relations, contributed the story on page 27, delivering background 
on the proposed Gateway Project area as it pertains to Old City.
     Rounding out this issue are stories about alumni doing exciting things with their educations, 
as well as current students just beginning their journeys.
     As you make your way through the magazine, look for various “stamps” on stories, each 
demonstrating how the campaign’s priorities have already been set into motion. It will soon 
become clear how the various components will come together to enable Lycoming to take its 
place among the nation’s top liberal arts colleges.

n past lives, I worked with organizations that for whatever 
reason — fear, complacency — were hesitant to modernize, even 
if those changes promised results.
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     Many students are assigned their first substantive research 
papers in college, and many feel overwhelmed by the process 
— they’re unsure of where to start, what resources are available 
to them, and how to use those resources effectively. It can be 
frustrating and confusing without guidance. Enter Snowden 
Library’s instruction program, providing research support for all 
disciplines.
     The core mission of John G. Snowden Memorial Library is to 
collaborate with faculty to offer an instruction program centered on 
information literacy concepts and strategies. The program not only 
enhances students’ library research experiences for classes, but also 
prepares them to be savvy information consumers beyond college.
    Tracy Robinson ’18, is double-majoring in art history and 
international studies, and minoring in photography. Robinson 
remarks that “Even in my junior year, I appreciate the library 
instruction program for its ongoing teaching in efficiently 
conducting research in the databases, and with citing sources. 
These proficiencies are crucial for completing most of the work here 
at Lycoming, and they’ll be equally important in the ‘real world.’”
     Snowden Library’s instruction program is based on the 
information literacy standards developed by the Association of 
College & Research Libraries, a division of the American Library 
Association. Four faculty librarians teach in the program, which 
provides customized research instruction tailored to the course 
and to the assignment. “We teach skills and concepts that help 
students make the most of the limited time they have to spend 
on research projects,” says Instructional Services Librarian Mary 
Broussard, “which includes locating the needed information for 

the assignments, helping them understand why they need scholarly 
resources, and learning to read, synthesize and integrate those 
sources into their own writing as they practice being contributors 
themselves in scholarly conversations.”
     Library and departmental faculty work collaboratively in advance 
of assigning research projects, and the librarians sometimes provide 
guidance in designing the assignments themselves. “Partnering with 
the library provides me with incredible support in doing the difficult 
work of creating research assignments that meet course learning 
goals,” says Betty McCall, Ph.D., associate professor and chair 
of the department of sociology. McCall, who has a longstanding 
partnership with the program, also notes that “the collaboration 
I do with librarian Alison Gregory on course assignments and 
information literacy is integral to my classes. Students walk away 
with a much better understanding of the resources and assistance 
available, and they are set up for success to fully understand the 
goals and expectations of the assignment.”
     Lycoming students are exposed to library instruction across 
disciplines. In the 2015-2016 academic year, the program had 239 
customized workshops; it is staffed by library faculty members 
Taryn Bartholomew ’09, Mary Broussard, Emily Hardesty and 
Alison Gregory ’97. The program works with more than 60 faculty 
members from 30 academic departments or areas, including 
first-year seminars. The reach of the library’s instruction program 
is broad, and supports the College’s student learning outcome of 
graduating students who have demonstrated information literacy 
skills appropriate to the various disciplines.

Supporting Student 
Research

We teach skills and concepts 
that help students make the 
most of the limited time ,,,,

BY ALISON GREGORY ’97

,,

CREATE THE COVETED
DEGREE OF THE FUTURE
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NOTEWORTHY
LATIN AMERICAN 
CONCENTRATION IN 
ARCHAEOLOGY
     Lycoming recently 
introduced a new Latin 
America focus to its 
archaeology program, 
providing students breadth 
of knowledge and experience 
in the archaeology of pre-
Hispanic cultures and 
societies. Jessica Munson, 
Ph.D., recently joined the 
faculty, bringing extensive 
experience in a range of 
archaeological research 
areas, including the use of 
geographic information 
systems and analyses of social 
networks, with a specialization 
in prehistoric Mayan culture.
     Modeled after other 
successful archaeology 
programs, the Latin American 
concentration ensures high-
quality opportunities for 
students to learn. The program 
involves students in a wide 
range of research topics, 
including the production of 
food in ancient times, the 
use of satellite images to 
learn about the expansion 
and collapse of ancient 
kingdoms, a ruler’s acquisition 
and maintenance of power 
and more. Last summer, 
students had the opportunity 
to participate in approved 
archaeological projects in 
Latin America and perform 
research in Guatemala, 
alongside professors.

OPENLYCOMING: 
GREAT ARTISTS OF THE 
WESTERN WORLD
     Once again, Lycoming 
opened its doors to the public 
with a four-week course, “Great 
Artists of the Western World.” 
Forty one people from the 
Williamsport community took 
advantage of the four-week 
course, which was hosted by 
Amy Golahny, Ph.D., professor 
of art history. The seminar 
examined the continuity and 
innovation of some of the most 
compelling artists of Europe, 
including Michelangelo, 
Caravaggio, Rembrandt, 
Vermeer, Bernini and Picasso, 
among others. Attendees learned 
how these artists exploited the 
works of their predecessors for 
their own original designs.

LYCOMING EXPANDS ITS 
REACH DOWNTOWN
     Following the establishment 
of Lycoming’s downtown 
art gallery, the College has 
strengthened its downtown 
presence with another 
touchpoint, this time in the 
Lycoming County Visitors 
Bureau. The local Williamsport 
community, as well as out-of-
towners visiting Williamsport 
on business, pleasure, for the 
Little League World Series and 
for a host of other reasons, can 
pick up printed materials on 
Lycoming College, as well as 
Warrior gear in the bureau’s 
downtown location. T-shirts, 
sweatshirts, water bottles, 
bumper stickers and more are all 
for sale at this convenient spot.

Jessica Munson, Ph.D. Amy Golahny, Ph.D.

Lycoming College's space at the 
Lycoming County Visitors Bureau
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NOTEWORTHY

ARTS CENTER 
COLLABORATION 
INCREASES ACCESS
     Lycoming College will have 
expanded access to downtown 
Williamsport’s Community 
Arts Center (CAC) as the 
result of an agreement 
reached with the CAC and 
the Pennsylvania College of 
Technology. Lycoming may 
now use the historic 2,100-seat 
venue (the restored former 
Capitol Theatre) to present 
performing arts, such as band 
and choral performances, 
recitals, musicals and music 
galas, speakers and film series, 
as well as for academic and 
community outreach events. 
In addition, the CAC may 
provide internship or job-
shadowing opportunities for 
Lycoming students pursuing 
careers in performing arts 
administration, and students 
may participate in master 
classes offered by CAC 
performers.

TRUSTEE LEIGH T. 
HOWE PRESENTS ON 
CURRENT HEALTHCARE 
ISSUES
     Lycoming College trustee 
and alumna Leigh T. Howe ’78, 
former executive vice president 
and principal of Windsor 
Healthcare Equities, delivered 
a lecture titled, “Taking Care 
of our Future... Investing in 
Quality Healthcare,” which 
covered current health care 
issues and considerations 
for successful financial 
performance in the sector. Her 
presentation was sponsored 
by the College’s Institute 
for Management Studies as 
part of its James W. Harding 
Executive Speaker Series.
     Howe is an investment and 
finance professional with more 
than 30 years of experience 
working with private equity 
and commercial banks to 
evaluate the credit risk and 
returns of real estate projects 
in the senior housing and 
healthcare markets. She holds 
a master’s degree in business 
administration/finance from 
Loyola University Maryland 
and a bachelor’s degree in 
economics and business 
administration from Lycoming 
College.

DOUTHAT LECTURE 
SERIES: ANCIENT MAYA 
HIGHLANDS
     As part of the James and 
Emily Douthat Lectureship in 
the Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
Barbara Arroyo, Ph.D., 
discussed the results of recent 
archaeological excavations 
in highland Guatemala in 
her presentation, “Learning 
about the Ancient Maya 
Highlands: Recent Research 
at Naranjo and Kaminaljuyu, 
Guatemala.” The talk focused 
on the development of these 
regional centers as important 
Mesoamerican cities during 
the pre-Hispanic period. 
Archaeological research 
during the last decade 
has uncovered important 
information about the earliest 
settlers of the Maya highlands 
at the sites of Naranjo and 
Kaminaljuyu, and Arroyo 
detailed the regional 
interactions of these two cities 
— one of which, Kaminaljuyu, 
is mostly buried by modern 
Guatemala City. Arroyo 
is the coordinator for the 
Kaminaljuyu Archaeological 
Zone at the Dirección General 
de Patrimonio Cultural y 
Natural in Guatemala.

Community Arts Center Leigh T. Howe ’78

Barbara Arroyo, Ph.D.
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EXPERIENTIAL 
LEARNING AND THE 
LIBERAL ARTS
     Lycoming opened its Center 
for Enhanced Academic 
Experiences during the fall 
semester to oversee internships 
and career advising, funded 
student-faculty research and 
global education experiences. 
Beginning with the class 
of 2019, all students are 
required to complete at least 
one enhanced academic 
experience, enabling them to 
create an educational portfolio 
uniquely designed to position 
them for future careers.
     “The center is integral to 
our model of a 21st century 
liberal arts education, one 
that combines the power of 
experiential learning with the 
proven value of the liberal arts 
education that Lycoming has 
provided since its founding,” 
said Kent Trachte, president.

COACH G ACCOLADES
     Lycoming honored Coach 
Frank L. Girardi, Sr., as a 
member of the 2016 College 
Football Hall of Fame Class 
with an on-campus salute this 
fall. More than 300 alumni, 
friends and fans joined the 
celebration to recognize 
his dedication to Lycoming 
College. Coach G was also 
honored this fall on the floor 
of the Pennsylvania State 
House and Senate for his 
years of service and coaching 
accomplishments at Lycoming 
College.

Center staff members Anne Landon, Kristin Laudenslager ’10, Susan 
Ross, Ph.D. and Lori Lyons guide Nathalie Montoya ’20 (second from 
left) with study abroad opportunities.

Mike Clark ’93, director of 
athletics and head football 
coach, introduces Frank Girardi 
in the celebration tent during 
the on-campus salute, honoring 
Coach G’s lifetime of service to 
Lycoming.

Need a caption for this

 Members of Coach Girardi’s last team in 2007 with him inside the 
celebration tent: Coach Girardi’s grandson Zack Hanner ’10, Nick Tessner, 
grandson Nate Hanner ’08, T.J. Doyle ’11, Coach Girardi, Blake Barth ’10, 
and Brad Shellenberger ’10.

Football alumni spanning several 
decades gather for a group 
photo to commemorate the 
Coach G celebration on Oct. 22.
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FULTZ QUADRANGLE 
DEDICATION
     Lycoming dedicated its 
two-centuries-old 
quadrangle, naming it the 
Daniel G. Fultz ’57 ’01H 
Quadrangle, in honor 

Fultz gives his remarks as the 
honored guest at the dedication 
of the Fultz Quadrangle.

of trustee emeritus 
Daniel G. Fultz ’57 ’01H. The 
dedication and naming of this 
iconic space recognizes Fultz’s 
lifetime of service, dedication 
and philanthropy to Lycoming 
College. As a young employee, 
Fultz took a significant interest 
in the beauty and character 
of the Lycoming College 
Campus. In 1961, Fultz planted 
oak saplings around the main 
quadrangle of the campus, 
which have grown into the 
beautiful and towering oak 
trees that contribute to the 
distinctive and majestic nature 
of the main quad today. As 
treasurer, he partnered with 
James E. Douthat, president 

emeritus, to establish 
Lycoming College as one of 
the most financially secure 
small liberal arts colleges in 
the United States. Fultz also 
served with distinction for 
many years on the board of 
trustees, including as the chair 
of the finance, investment 
and buildings and grounds 
committees. Dan and his 
wife, Helen, together served 
as the chairs of Lycoming’s 
Campaign for a Brighter 
Future, raising more than $43 
million.

YOUknow
Did

?
One gift to Lycoming does it all! 

• Support a deserving student with financial need

 by establishing a one-semester or full-year

 scholarship in your name or in honor of a professor,

 family member, friend or mentor.  

• Provide enhanced academic experiences through  

 annual stipends for undergraduate research, career

 advising and internships, and study abroad. 

• Support an affinity program dear to your heart, such

 as Warrior athletics, Greek life, Tour Choir and band. 

• Enhance the campus by helping to upgrade   

 residential and academic facilities and equipment.
YOU HAVE COUNTLESS 

WAYS TO MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE 
THROUGH THE 

LYCOMING FUND!

Discover more ways to support Lycoming College 
students at www.lycoming.edu/giving.
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WELCOME

Standing, from left: 
Laissa Rodriguez Moreno, 
Emily Hardesty, 
Bob Smith, 
Kat Bartlow, 
Andrew Stafford, 
Gordon Steenbergen, 
Allyson Yankle, 
and Kevin Lucas. 
Seated: 
Angela Mitiguy Kurtz 
and Taryn Bartholomew.

Lycoming College extends 
a warm welcome to the 10 
new professors who joined 
the Lycoming College faculty 
for the 2016-2017 academic year.
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WELCOME

FACULTY
V

Taryn Bartholomew ’09
Assistant Professor
Instructional Services Librarian
Coordinator of Access Services
B.A., Lycoming College 
M.S., Clarion University

Kathleen Bartlow
Assistant Professor of Biology
B.A., Oberlin College
Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh

Emily Hardesty
Assistant Professor
Instructional Services Librarian
Coordinator of Information 
Literacy Outreach
B.A., Valparaiso University 
M.S., University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign 
 
Kevin Lucas
Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Political Science
B.A., Emory University
M.A., University of Denver
Ph.D., University of Minnesota

Angela Mitiguy Kurtz
Visiting Instructor of Sociology
B.A., Saint Michaels College
M.A., University of New 
Hampshire
Ph.D., (in progress) University 
of New Hampshire

Laissa Rodriguez Moreno
Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Spanish
B.A., Universidad Nacional de 
Colombia
M.A., University of Wisconsin 
– Madison
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin 
– Madison

Robert Smith
Assistant Professor of Biology
B.S., Millersville University
M.S., University of Maryland
Ph.D., University of Maryland – 
College Park

Andrew Stafford
Visiting Assistant Professor of 
French
B.A., Montclair State University
M.A., The Pennsylvania State 
University
Ph.D., The Pennsylvania State 
University

Gordon Steenbergen
Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Philosophy
B.S., University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor
M.A., Tufts University
Ph.D., Duke University

Allyson Yankle
Visiting Instructor of Political 
Science
B.A., St. Norbert College
M.A., University of Connecticut
Ph.D., University of 
Connecticut
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Giving young people a fair shake
prefer the word inclusion to diversity,” explains Brenda Alston-Mills, Ph.D., ’66, a member of the board 
of trustees, biology professor emeritus at North Carolina State University and respected alumna who has 
come to be known as ambassador for Lycoming College Prep, a program that brings high-achieving, first-
generation rising seniors from across the nation to the Lycoming campus. The program gives the students 
a hands-on introduction to the liberal arts and to college life, but since academic capability is not always 
enough, Lycoming Prep also exposes students to mentoring programs and other campus resources to 
help them succeed.

     At the beginning of her career at Camden County College in New Jersey, Alston-Mills saw first-
hand that many students seemed unable to absorb information in class. As she began to investigate, 

she found that it was not due to lack of intelligence, but rather lack of opportunity. “That put me on a path toward 
working with women and underrepresented groups in science. As I became more educated in the matter, the 
whole concept of equity and equal access to information emerged as the primary reason these lower-income 
students were having difficulty at the college level,” she said.
     Alston-Mills began morphing into a social scientist, and the whole concept of social justice and equity quickly 
became a passion, leading her to Michigan State University, where she served as associate dean and director in the 
Office of Organization and Professional Development for Diversity and Pluralism. Now retired from that position, 
she continues to teach classes and present on the topic internationally, as well as teach and publish in the basic 
sciences. “To teach is to learn,” she said. “No matter the class, students always manage to say things that are 
‘ah-ha’ moments for me.”
     “Her presence at Lycoming College Prep is edifying,” said Andrew Kilpatrick, associate dean of student success 
and director of Lycoming College Prep. “Dr. Brenda helps students reflect on what they learned at Lycoming 
Prep and how to act on it as they approach college searches and their lives begin to unfold. She celebrates each 
individual and everything about them.”
     For Lycoming, giving back to the community in this way just makes sense. One of the College’s goals is to 
offer a distinctive liberal arts education to promising students, regardless of need. This includes first-generation 
students, many of whom come from urban areas — a group that demographic data show will emerge as the fastest-
growing segment of the college-bound population. It’s an area in which the College excels.
     Lycoming College Prep is made possible by a grant from AT&T, which covers all costs, including travel, 
housing, meals, supplies and field trips. Students stay on campus for two weeks, attending non-credit classes and 
workshops on leadership, preparing for college and the admissions application process. This year 20 students 
attended from 19 different schools, seven different states and the District of Columbia.
     The key to helping students gain access to college and graduation? “Give them the experience, hands-on 
experience,” said Alston-Mills. “Lycoming Prep tries to prepare the whole student. Give them the opportunity to 
be in a real higher-education classroom, to experience the outdoors, to work independently and to be away from 
home.”
     “I do it to give back to my school, and I’m glad this is something that I can do.”

I“

FUEL A NEW 
GENERATION OF WARRIORS
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Lycoming Prep 
tries to prepare 
the whole student. 
Give them the 
opportunity 
to be in a real 
higher-education 
classroom, to 
experience the 
outdoors, to work 
independently and 
to be away from 
home.

Giving young people a fair shake By Marla 
Kramer
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     To counteract this 
potentially harmful outcome 
of Lee on the trout population, 
Lycoming College’s own Clean 
Water Institute (CWI) went 
to work placing fish habitat 
structures along streams and 
creeks throughout Lycoming 
County, such as Elk Creek.
     CWI intern Dom Novella 
’17 took the lead in organizing 
the institute’s involvement in a 
county-wide restoration 
project by training other 
Lycoming interns in fish 
counting techniques and 
setting up monitoring 
schedules. He also helped a 
crew of volunteers stabilize the 
banks near structures placed 

LEADERSHIPon the 

n 2011, Tropical Storm Lee wreaked havoc along the 

Atlantic coast — historic flooding caused hundreds 

of millions of dollars in damage to residential 

areas in Pennsylvania alone. But the storm didn’t stop 

there: Natural fish habitats along many of the rivers, 

creeks and tributaries across the state were wiped out, 

including those in the hard-hit Loyalsock watershed 

area. Without the habitats, trout would have nowhere to 

lay eggs or find shelter, which could have a devastating 

effect on their population.

I

CREATE THE COVETED
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banks of Elk Creek
By 

Miriam Mylin

the previous year, and assisted 
employees of Chief Oil and 
Gas, which provided labor, 
equipment and funding for 
the project, with constructing 
more habitats.
     The structures included 
multi-log vanes, which 
consisted of three logs pinned 
to the streambed with metal 
rods or large rocks; and 
mudsills, which are logs that 
hold the bottom portion of 
the bank in place and provide 
an overhanging structure 
for trout to swim under for 
shade and protection. These 
structures also provide pockets 
of refuge from predators and 
overly warm water, while 

minimizing stream bank 
erosion. As an additional 
measure against erosion, 
bank slopes were reduced and 
resurfaced with fresh soil, 
and the areas were seeded and 
mulched.
     Ongoing monitoring of 
fish in those streams has 
shown significant increases 
in trout populations since the 
installation of the fish habitats.
     “This experience taught 
me that people have different 
views about what stream 
restoration means and how to 
accomplish it,” said Novella. “I 
have also learned how to take 
on a project by myself and lead 
others to make it successful. 

Those two things are huge in 
my development as a student 
and as a future professional.”
     Under the leadership of 
Mel Zimmerman, Ph.D., 
biology professor emeritus 
and director of the CWI, 
the institute has completed 
hundreds of projects that have 
analyzed, documented and 
restored the health of local 
waterways. Since the program 
started in 1989, he has 
garnered more than $500,000 
in grants and other donations, 
with the help of the College 
advancement office, to fund 
these projects. Zimmerman 
has partnered with every 
major environmental agency 

in the area and has mentored 
more than 300 students 
through paid internships and 
course practicums.
     “Projects like these help 
students learn leadership 
skills, reinforce techniques 
and concepts learned in the 
classroom and introduce 
students to a large network of 
working professionals,” said 
Zimmerman. 
     More about the Clean Wa-
ter Institute can be found at: 
http://www.lycoming.edu/cwi/.

LEADERSHIPon the 
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aving the opportunity to 
examine a rare find is every 
historian’s dream. The prospect of 

examining nearly 20,000 items from a rare 
Reconstruction-era collection is the chance 
of a lifetime, so when Michael W. Fitzgerald, 
professor of history at St. Olaf College in 
Northfield, Minn., brought the Pickens 
family to my attention in April 2016, I 
knew I needed to take advantage of this 
extraordinary opportunity. Recognizing the 
unique value of the collection, we agreed 
to co-author a book exploring the Pickens 
family and their world, which we soon 
discovered included involvement in the Ku 
Klux Klan.
     As a cultural historian, I am particularly 
interested in understanding why people 
turn to violence and how they justify their 
actions when they do. The Pickens family of 
Hale County, Ala., maintained an extensive 
correspondence that has survived unedited, 
opening a rare window into the experiences 
of a family with Klan connections.
     Scholars still know very little about the 
private lives of Klan sympathizers and 
participants. Klan leaders encouraged 
members to commit little to paper. The 
Klan was, after all, a secret organization 
engaged in criminal acts, for which 
hundreds of people were arrested. Both 
the secrecy of its operation and the shame 
it now inspires obscure understanding of 
the Klan and the human appetites that 
powered it.

A rare window into the

H
By Sarah L. Silkey, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of History

CREATE THE COVETED
DEGREE OF THE FUTURE
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An envelope and letter fragment from Helen Pickens 
to brother-in-law Samuel Pickens, July 12, 1871.  

Not all letters survived intact.
(The Doy Leale McCall Papers, The Doy Leale 

McCall Rare Book and Manuscript Library, 
University of South Alabama.)

past
     Under a grant supported by the Mellon Foundation to encourage faculty-student research 
collaborations in the humanities here at Lycoming, Jacob Quasius ’18 joined the project in June to 
assist with the initial phase of research. In early July, we traveled to the University of South Alabama 
in Mobile to explore the archival collection. Together, we digitized more than 8,000 pages of family 
correspondence, diaries and legal documents spanning from 1850 to 1878. Returning to Lycoming, 
we uploaded the documents to a digital collaborative workspace for transcription, annotation 
and tagging.
     To coordinate the work of multiple researchers, we constructed a topic-indexed 
correspondence database to organize and quickly access sources reviewed and annotated 
by team members. The database also permits experimentation with data visualizations 
that characterize the evidence in ways not immediately apparent to an individual 
scholar. By connecting geolocation markers and topic tags to documents, 
we can map the frequent travels of the Pickens family members 
and track the varying frequency with which specific topics 
were discussed in correspondence. These digital tools facilitate 
discussions of the sources that yield a fuller, more nuanced 
analysis.
     The Pickens family collection is vast, containing nearly 7,000 letters and 
100 personal diaries, making it ideal for collaborative research. Quasius’s assistance 
this summer enabled us to organize a large body of evidence quickly. In exchange, he 
gained valuable experience with advanced research and an opportunity to make intellectual 
contributions to the project. For example, Quasius uncovered evidence suggesting that the 
mother’s frequent health complaints may have resulted from multiple sclerosis, casting family 
interactions in a new light.
     Already a seasoned disability rights advocate, Quasius benefitted from this project by acquiring 
in-depth research and analysis experience — skills that will aid him when he pursues graduate 
studies in public policy, especially if he continues on to law school. Exposure to the challenges of 
managing and maintaining large-scale projects will also put him at an advantage in his future career 
in public service. Over the next three years, we hope to bring additional student researchers into the 
project, all of whose contributions will be acknowledged in the final book.
     Given public interest in both the Civil War and the Ku Klux Klan, we believe the book 
will foster productive public discussion of terrorist violence and the enduring 
challenge to forming a more equal society. We also hope to demonstrate the 
quality of scholarship that can be achieved through collaboration between 
faculty and student researchers across liberal arts institutions.

A rare window into the

 Jacob Quasius ’18
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ServiceOthers
to

FULL
LIFE IN

Lycoming College 
Alumnus 
Michael 
Bonislawski ’95

By Jamie Cassata

brief review of Lycoming College alumnus 

Michael Bonislawski’s ’95 record of public 

service can inspire at once sentiments of 

admiration and discouragement, even in the 

most active philanthropist. We find throughout 

Michael’s career extraordinary service to some 

of the world’s most distressed and vulnerable — 

victims of the recent flood in Louisiana, Africans 

suffering from Ebola, and migrant children in 

desperate need of healthcare, among others. 

While we may not be able to emulate Michael’s 

own journey, we can certainly find in it evidence 

that a full life is indeed possible.

A
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     Lieutenant Commander Michael Bonislawski of the United States 
Public Health Service Corps (USPHS) is an active duty medical officer 
under the direction of the U.S. Surgeon General. He is routinely deployed 
for emergency disasters around the world. Currently he is stationed with 
the Federal Bureau of Prisons as the North East regional nurse consultant, 
where he assists the chief nurse in overseeing all nursing programs, policy 
and training for 17 institutions and around 350 nurses.
     In 2014, Michael was deployed to Nogales, Ariz., where many children 
were held by our border patrol after illegally crossing into our country. 
Michael remarks, “This was a very emotional deployment for me. As a 
father of four children, it is difficult to try and comprehend that things 
could be so bad that one would blindly send their children on a train in 
hopes that they would have a better opportunity in the United States.”
     Working with the U.S. border patrol, the USPHS performed health 
screenings, offered medical treatment and vaccinated many minors. 
     In 2015, Michael was deployed to Monrovia, Liberia, for 72 days to 
work at a 25-bed Ebola treatment facility. There he and his fellow officers 
educated the local tribes about the virus and treated those afflicted with it. 
He explains, “Many medical providers in Africa left the hospital and 
clinics afraid of contracting this horrible virus. The existence of our 
medical center gave them the courage to return to local villages and 
continue to treat and prevent the spread of Ebola.”
     More recently, Michael was selected as the medical services director 
and chief nurse officer for a mission to Louisiana in response to this year’s 
flooding. There he staffed, managed and maintained operations of a 250-
bed federal medical station, which provided care for dialysis patients, 
wound care, and general medical treatment for those affected by the 
flooding in the Baton Rouge area.
     “Helping individuals who lost everything was truly a humbling 
experience,” he says.
     Michael is convinced his liberal arts education at Lycoming College was 
instrumental in his journey: “My education at Lycoming College prepared 
me to be the best I could be in life as well as in my professional career as a 
nurse. A liberal arts education provided me with the essential knowledge 
and skill that I currently use as an active duty serviceman. The use of 
critical thinking and problem-solving skills are extremely important tools 
to have as a nurse, leader and serviceman.”
     Michael recently earned a master’s in health administration, graduating 
summa cum laude, and was promoted to commander (O-5), which took 
effect December 1st.
     Above all, we find in LCDR Michael Bonislawski a life that matters—
and a reminder that such a life is possible. Far from causing us to be 
discouraged, Michael’s journey can inspire us with the hope and courage 
we need to pursue fullness of life.

Helping individuals who 
lost everything was truly 
a humbling experience

,,
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hey sat on plush furniture in the second-floor lounge of Mary Lindsay Welch Honors Hall. Just feet separated 
the three Lycoming College students as they talked to one another. The moment wasn’t lost on any of them.
     All three were born in Colombia, but through FANA (the Spanish acronym for the Foundation for the 
Assistance of Abandoned Children), all three students were adopted by families in the Susquehanna Valley. 
Brett Bergerstock ’18 hails from nearby Danville. Marcus Winn ’17 is from Selinsgrove, and Quincy Amabile 

’20 is from Mifflinburg.
     Some 2,500 miles from where they were all born, and some 2,500 miles from where they were all adopted out of the 
same orphanage in Bogotá, the three have been reunited as students at Lycoming College. The incredible odds of such an 
occurrence leaves them overwhelmed. 
     “It’s almost too much to grasp in your head,” said Winn, captain of the men’s lacrosse team and a Spanish major. “I feel like 
it hasn’t hit me yet that we’re sitting here in the same room, the same school, and maybe even the same classes.”
     On this particular day, a sun-splashed summer day, Bergerstock walks around campus in a yellow Colombia soccer jersey. 
He’s very proud of his heritage, and it’s something he celebrates at home with his family. It’s something he doesn’t want to 
forget as he continues to grow in the United States. 
     And it’s on a day like this where Bergerstock understands how truly fortunate he has been to grow up in the United 
States. He’s free to walk from the cafeteria on campus to meet with his friends at Honors Hall. These simple luxuries don’t go 
unnoticed.
     Each year he attends the FANA golf tournament fundraiser near Buffalo, N.Y., to connect with other families who have 
benefitted from the program, which places orphaned children in the South American country up for adoption. There, he’s met 
other people who have been adopted by American families, and it’s there he talks about his experiences.
     “My parents have always said ‘Be thankful for what you have and appreciate what you have day by day,’” Bergerstock 
said. “I’ll be honest, some days I don’t always remember how fortunate I am. But to be here at Lycoming, it makes it a more 
substantial impact, because I’m here at an institution with an opportunity that I realize not everybody has.”
     Amabile's parents, like the parents of Bergerstock and Winn, were always very open about his adoption. They answered 
questions when he had them, and even took him back to Colombia when he was 8 years old and his cousins were adopting 
a child through, FANA. Amabile even presented his cousins with their new sibling at the orphanage. He doesn’t remember 
much about Bogotá and the living conditions, but he remembers the moment he presented his cousins with their sibling 
because it was the first time he saw his cousins cry.
     “I remember most the culture shock and how easy we have it here in America,” Amabile said. “It made me realize how easy 
my life is and it makes me thankful for what we have.”

LYCOMING
WAY
LONG

TO

T

By Mitch Rupert

A 
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WE’RE HERE IN 
THE SAME ROOM, 

THE SAME SCHOOL, 
AND MAYBE EVEN 

THE SAME CLASSES.

Brett 
Bergerstock ’18

Quincy
Amabile ’20

Marcus
Winn ’17

21www.lycoming.edu

F E AT U R E

http://www.lycoming.edu/


ABOVE THE CLOUDS

,,

BY JOE 

GUISTINA

When you 
reach the top, 
it is absolutely 
gorgeous
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ABOVE THE CLOUDS
     It was dark when Dr. Tim Merkel ’64 left for 
the summit on Feb. 28, and the light from the 
headlamps ahead of him looked like a stairway 
to heaven.
     For a 74-year-old man who had overcome 
a quintuple bypass surgery in 1996, it was an 
emotional experience as he reached the summit 
of Mount Kilimanjaro, the tallest mountain in 
Africa, at 19,341 feet above sea level. 
     On the start of his sixth day on the mountain, 
he left camp at midnight with his son, David, 
and son-in-law, Chris Peak, along with his 
guides at Alpine Ascents International, to reach 
the summit. For two days before that, the crew 
would climb and retreat from above the clouds, 
trying to acclimatize to the atmosphere.
     During the fifth day on the mountain, when 
they were in their fourth different climate zone 
of the trip — an alpine desert — they stopped 
at 16,000 feet, made camp and were resting by 4 
p.m. They woke up at 11 p.m. and at midnight, 
left for the summit, six miles away with two liters 
of water in each of their packs.
     The weather was cool, about 15 degrees, and it 
was dark. Headlamps were all that you could use 
to stay on path.
     “When you reach the top, it is absolutely 
gorgeous,” Merkel said. “We have some photos 
of the sun coming up over clouds and it is 
incredibly beautiful. You can see glaciers at the 
top of the mountain and when you see how large 
they are, it is mind-boggling.”
     The world traveler has been a part of the 
aerospace and automotive industry for more than 
40 years. He was at the canonization of Mother 
Teresa on Sept. 4, and is in the midst of starting 
a new company, Brake Pad Waste Collection 
Systems, Inc.
     But, even with all of that on his plate, it was 
the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro that Merkel 
says was one of the toughest things he has ever 

done. A trip through five climate zones — 
rain forest, heath, moorland, alpine desert 
and arctic — the 39-mile hike is unlike any 
other on the planet.
     “It got more exciting as we went along,” 
Merkel said. “It was a terrific process. There 
is so much to learn on that mountain. The 
temperature change goes from 70 degrees to 
below zero.”
     In other words, there was nothing typical 
about the hike. The plan for the trip was 
eight years in the making, when Merkel and 
his wife, Theresa, first visited Tanzania on a 
missionary trip with a Lutheran Church to 
support schools in the East African country. 
After the mission work was completed, 
Merkel and his wife did a week-long safari 
and on the final day, they visited Kilimanjaro 
National Park for the first time.
     The visit left an impression on him and in 
2015, he signed his son and son-in-law on to 
finally make the trip. 
     “We started to plan this and it got more 
exciting as we went along,” Merkel said. “It 
was a terrific process.”
     The night before they left their hotel 
outside Kilimanjaro National Park, every 
piece of equipment they would need was laid 
out on floor. It was catalogued and packed, 
and the next morning, they were off. Even on 
a mountain with only a 65 percent success 
rate of reaching the summit, at no time 
did Merkel feel like he couldn’t make it. Of 
course, maybe that is because he didn’t have 
the time to think about it.
     “I had to think about what was next,” 
Merkel said. “Every night, we were briefed 
on what the next day would be in detail. I 
was exhausted and it’s challenging. If I had 
more time to think, I would’ve taken more 
photos.”
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ethic to explore
he excitement of discovery is really 
what science and research is all 

about,” says Kent Chapman, Ph.D. ’86, 
Regent’s Professor of Biochemistry and 
director of the Center for Plant Lipid 
Research at the University of North 
Texas. “It’s that excitement that keeps 
me coming in to my lab every morning.”
     This past summer, Chapman made 
it possible for a Lycoming student to 
participate in that excitement in his 
research lab at UNT in Denton, Tex. 

T“
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     Chapman works with researchers from the undergraduate to the post-
doctoral level in his lab, but he had never brought in a student from his alma 
mater. During a visit to campus, Chapman met with Provost Phil Sprunger and 
members of the biology faculty to develop the research internship program. He 
also made time to conduct a research seminar with Lycoming students.
     After reviewing applications and conducting phone interviews with 
interested Lycoming biology majors during the spring semester, Chapman 
selected Jennifer Monico ’16 for the internship. The College provided a stipend 
for Monico’s living and travel expenses, and Chapman covered housing and lab 
supplies.
     Monico, the recipient of both a Lycoming Haberberger Fellowship and a 
Pennsylvania Academy of Science grant for her senior honors project, had the 
opportunity to work collaboratively with a Canadian post-doc and a Chinese doctoral student in Chapman’s 
lab. Their research attempted to reconstruct the pathway for making skin lipids by using plant and yeast 
lipids in order to produce water-resistant additives for use in cosmetics and wound treatments.
     Jennifer “grasped things so quickly,” says Chapman, citing her strong attention to detail and independent 
thinking. “Not too many people can come in and learn molecular cloning in such a short time. She became 
self-sufficient very quickly.”
     “She understood what she was doing, and why,” Chapman recalls. “Despite her lack of experience in 
molecular or cell biology or biochemistry” — the focus of Jennifer’s biology major was ecology, with minors 
in environmental science and art — “she was able to do the work. It was impressive. And the results she got 
were exciting.” 
     Chapman is using the molecular tools that Monico helped to construct in a research course he is currently 
teaching. Monico is even credited on Chapman’s course website.
     With the internship experience, Monico could get a job “very easily” as a laboratory research technician, 
Chapman explains. Monico agrees with this as she reflects on her experience in a working lab. She found 
value in learning how to troubleshoot and deal with unexpected results, as well as coming to understand the 
focus and stamina required to work in a laboratory full-time day in and day out. “The experience gave me 
the confidence to pursue a master’s degree,” says Monico, an option she is considering.

ethic to explore
by Melanie Harris Taormina ’94

Kent Chapman, Ph.D. ’86

     Despite the long hours in the 
lab, it wasn’t all work in Texas for 
Monico. She took full advantage 
of her free time, visiting 
historic sites and arboretums, 
experiencing local culture and 
even participating in a Habitat 
for Humanity build.
     Chapman remembers his own 
independent research project as 
a Lycoming student with then-
assistant professor of biology 
Judith Pottmeyer as critical in 
launching his career path. “It 
gave me the opportunity to feel 
like I was quickly an expert at 
something and immersed me in 
the scientific process,” he recalls. 
“It really kindled the excitement 
about discovery.” Chapman 
also fondly recalls studying 
marine life in Jamaica with Mel 
Zimmerman, now professor 
emeritus of biology.
     Zimmerman taught both 
Chapman and Monico, and both, 
he says, “represented the best 
qualities of a Lycoming student: a 
student interested in a variety of 
areas and having the passion and 
work ethic to explore as many of 
them as possible to develop their 
chosen career.” 
     Chapman’s passion and 
work ethic have indeed taken 
him far in his career. This past 
fall he was awarded a $650,000 
grant by the U.S. Department of 
Energy Office of Science to study 
the cellular storage of lipids in 
plants.
     Chapman hopes to continue 
offering summer research 
internships to Lycoming 
students. “It’s terrific to give 
back a little bit to Lycoming,” 
he says. “In addition to our 
financial donations, volunteering 
our time and experience and 
expertise is a valuable way to 
give. I would encourage others to 
do that as well.”

Both Chapman and Monico 
represented the best qualities 

of a Lycoming student: 
a student interested in a variety 
of areas and having the passion 

and work ethic to explore 
as many of them as possible to 

develop their chosen career.
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     A mile and a half away, the Pennsylvania College of Technology 
had recently constructed a new grand entrance of their own near 
the Maynard Street exit of Interstate 180, and Shangraw saw the 
immediate appeal. 
     For years, the arrival sequence to Lycoming’s campus has 
remained a convoluted, inelegant and unwelcoming process ending 
at the Drum Admissions House on the north end of the campus. 
Even today, prospective students, parents and other visitors negotiate 
a labyrinthine circuit of roundabouts and one-way streets before they 
are guided up Market Street to parking lots at the dead-end of Little 
League Boulevard. From there, they hike up to Lamade Gymnasium 
and down College Place to the historic but undersized Drum House.
     This sequence effectively functions as an obstacle for those who 
don’t yet know Lycoming. Admitted student surveys continue to 
indicate that Lycoming’s campus surroundings are held in lower 
regard than those of peer institutions, and are often cited as a 
major reason why respondents have chosen to enroll elsewhere. (Of 
course, it is impossible to know how many other would-be prospects 
simply moved on, without once setting foot on the beautiful Fultz 
Quadrangle, or hearing from an admissions counselor about 
research and travel opportunities, or seeing first-hand the Lycoming 
faculty’s commitment to individual student attention.)
     Meanwhile, over the ensuing decades, those who do know 
the College had watched its campus become more fortress-like, 
particularly at the southern and western edges of campus. There, in 
Williamsport’s oldest neighborhood, the sizeable pockets of neglect 
and decay — and ultimately large swaths of demolition — had 
created a virtual no-man’s land between the campus community and 
the downtown activity west of Market Street. 
     But in his first few weeks as president, Dr. Kent Trachte asked 
a simple and logical question about campus visitors that manifestly 
underscored Shangraw’s vision: “Which way does their GPS send them?”
     “Probably up Basin Street” came the answer, and so Trachte 
reasoned that, whether we liked it or not, Basin Street was our 
entrance. So maybe the College needed to consider treating it as such.

THE NEW “OLD CITY”
     In 2008, Williamsport played host to the 
Pennsylvania Governor’s Awards for the Arts 
— among the honorees was Lycoming College 
creative writing professor Sascha Feinstein 
as “Artist of the Year” — and new hotels and 
restaurants, art galleries and loft apartments 
were springing up.
     City government and county planners needed 
to provide a growth area for the resurging 
success of downtown Williamsport. The 
following year, local government rezoned a large 
section of the downtown east of Market Street 
and south of Lycoming’s campus as “Central 
Business District” to match the burgeoning 
west end, with the added goal of relocating light 
industrial and warehousing activities to more 
appropriate parts of the city. 
     A zoning map amendment alone would 
not be enough to affect real change, however. 
The process begged for leadership and 
partnership, thoughtful study, and private 
capital to match any investment in public 
infrastructure.

DARE to DREAM.

decade ago, the late board chairman 

emeritus Bob Shangraw ’58, H’04 

stood at the corner of Basin Street and 

that glorified alleyway between Third and 

Fourth Streets known as Willow Street, 

telling anyone who would listen that 

“this should be the grand entrance to 

Lycoming College.”
     

AA VISION

TRANSFORM
OUR CAMPUS
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by Patrick Marty

     To the casual observer, the renaissance 
had stopped short of this historic 
neighborhood, which would become known 
as “Old City.” But according to Lycoming 
professor emeritus of art Jon Bogle, already 
“the once near-derelict neighborhood had 
been self-improving… spontaneously, with 
no funding and scant notice by the city.”
     “This turnaround didn’t happen just 
because investors wanted to make money, 
but because there was a core of great 
buildings that drew energy and investment 
to them,” Bogle wrote to city leaders in 
2012. “History and aesthetics saved this 
neighborhood.”
     In fact, it was Bogle who coined 
the name “Old City,” in reference the 
oldest section of the hundred acres that 
Williamsport founder Michael Ross first 
laid out in 1800, centered around the 
historic Russell Inn. 
   Bogle credits both John Albarano’s 
commercial development at the foot of 
Basin Street and an early historic building 

DARE to DREAM.
BASIN STREET REDEVELOPMENT
     The presence of one small commercial building — the Korner Kuts barber 
shop — impedes the ability to directly connect Basin and Franklin Streets to 
create a true four-way intersection at East Fourth Street. This misalignment has 
created a dog-legged intersection that is extremely dangerous for pedestrians 
and cyclists traveling onto campus and further north of Old City. 
     The Gateway Project calls for acquiring and razing the commercial building, 
and realigning Franklin Street to ensure a seamless and direct connection to 
Basin Street, and the project’s streetscape design incorporates street lights, 
brick pavers and other pedestrian amenities.
     More broadly, by leveraging state funding to complete transportation 
improvements on Basin and East Third Streets, the city can create a strong 
connection between the I-180 Basin Street exit and the campus. To that end, 
the city plans to convert Basin Street from one-way traffic to a two-way 
boulevard with a pedestrian island separating each lane. 
     Currently, a lack of sidewalks along the southern edge of campus forces 
pedestrians to use parking lots to navigate through campus and to destinations 
north of Old City. The project will create a network of walks that will greatly 
improve safety and mobility through this portion of campus and Old City, not 
only helping to remove the conflict between pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles, 
but also connecting the business district to the Gateway Building and other 
assets on campus. — Teresa K. Sparacino, vice president, community/economic 
development, Delta Development Group Inc.
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restoration by the Lepley, Engleman 
& Yaw law firm with anchoring the 
distressed area. But the retired professor 
and his wife, Deb, also took on restoration 
projects of their own at four historic 
buildings in this neighborhood: their 
magnificent home on the corner of Third 
and Academy Streets, and three others 
which house apartments.
     For artisan woodworker Jonathan 
Kohr ’97, one of Bogle’s former students, 
the neighborhood’s new identity became 
the namesake for his new business, Old 
City Restoration. Kohr himself saved 
the last "Dutch roof" building in the city 
from the wrecking ball, re-carving the 
rotted corbels in the eaves, rebuilding the 
original windows and designing custom 
knives to shape and match the antique 
millwork inside and out.
     Others were paying attention too, 
including one Seattle-based harbinger 
of successful redevelopment: Albarano 
was able to attract Starbucks Coffee (and, 
later, Panera Bread) to his Basin Street 
lots. Meanwhile, Marywood University’s 
school of architecture used the tabula rasa 
of vacant lots at Old City’s epicenter as a 
laboratory for an adaptive-reuse studio 
design seminar, spawning a dozen creative 
and viable ideas of what could be.
     During that same time period, the 
College underwent a campus-wide 
strategic planning process, with sizable 
focus on a commitment to “deepen its role 
as a citizen of the City.” The document 
settled on a lynchpin strategy to “soften 
the campus borders” using the following 
tactics:

 Prioritize community engagement   
 when creating spaces and facilities. 

 Engage in the Old City planning
 process to redefine the College’s   
 southern border as a destination for
 the local and college communities alike. 

 Invest in city spaces that advance the  
 educational and strategic interests of
 the College, especially south of campus. 

 Consider relocating the art gallery or  
 campus store to a more accessible   
 location, and examine partnerships
 with businesses and Penn College. 

 Re-imagine the location of athletic  
 venues, health and wellness facilities,  
 and student housing adjacent to other  
 off-campus destinations.
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     In 2013, Lycoming College partnered 
with city and county government to 
commission a redevelopment study 
called the Old City Revitalization Plan, 
and together assembled a task force of 
local business owners and developers to 
guide the process. Consultants Thomas 
Point Associates and Urban Research 
Development Corporation conducted 
community surveys, focus groups and 
public meetings, and the resulting 
recommendations were adopted by the city 
in 2015.
     While the plan identified five particular 
initiatives within the study area, the 
primary strategy specifically called for the 
creation of a strong connection between 
the Basin Street exit of Interstate 180 and 
the Lycoming College campus edge at the 
north end of Basin Street. 
     And the plan further called for partners 
“to make public investments in order to 
stimulate private investment.”

MOMENTUM
     By the close of 2016, the collaboration 
had already notched some early and 
significant wins, and, in just the past 
month, it has brought aboard two vital 
new partners: The Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and the First Community 
Foundation Partnership of Pennsylvania 
(FCFP).
     Even as architectural plans are being 
refined, the infrastructure development 
needed to support the vision just received 
its first major infusion: In early December 
2016, state officials Sen. Gene Yaw ’70 and 
Rep. Jeff Wheeland announced a grant 
of $777,395 for the Gateway Project from 
the Commonwealth Financing Authority 
under the Multimodal Transportation 
Fund. In large part due to its connectivity 
to other Williamsport revitalization 
projects, officials said the project made a 
compelling case for qualifying for a sizable 
award under this program.
     “The connection between Lycoming 
College and the business community 

MIXED-USE BUILDINGS
     With the Summer 2016 acquisition 
and demolition of a worn-out, 
vinyl-sided triplex — a process 
complicated by the fact that each 
unit was owned by a separate 
absentee landlord — the College now 
owns all of the land along the west 
side of Basin Street. 
     Here, Lycoming’s campus 
planning consultants Derck & Edson 
have envisioned the construction of 
two three-story, mixed-use buildings 
(residential units above retail and 
commercial spaces) to create a 
venue for the same types of “college 
town” amenities that thrive on the 
peripheries of campuses across the 
country.
     And similar to those examples, 
the College envisions a partnership 
with a private developer, and has 
already received early interest 
from several with successful track 
records in this same space. One 
benefit of such an arrangement is 
that the construction of this project 
can occur independently of any 
on-campus work, and beyond the 
required roadway infrastructure 
work, projects do not need to be 
phased in a particular order.
     Research that includes two 
independent market studies — one 
published by Lycoming’s Center 
for the Study of Community and 
the Economy in December 2014 — 
suggests a litany of exciting ideas 
for a tenant mix at that location, 
including an Indian restaurant, a 
neighborhood health center and 
perhaps even relocating the campus 
bookstore to a more prominent 
location. These studies have also 
identified an increased desire on 
the part of young professionals and 
empty-nesters alike to reside in 
revitalized downtown environments, 
with an added value being the 
cachet of a college neighborhood. — 
Patrick Marty

The connection between Lycoming College and the business 
community will be a great step in the entire reshaping of the area

,, ,,

Gateway building project view from John Long Hall
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will be a great step in the entire reshaping of the area,” Wheeland said at the grant 
announcement, while Yaw wrote that “This transportation project will not only be 
important to our regional economy and the safety of motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians, 
but also will improve the entrance to Lycoming College from the south. This project will be 
a real boost to the City.”
     Then, in early January, FCFP announced their board’s generous approval of a 
$1 million strategic grant to invest in the collaboration along with the College, the 
City of Williamsport, River Valley Transit and Lycoming County. This funding 
is the latest in a series of FCFP gifts in support for the College, and follows on 
the heels of a significant grant to purchase the digital technology necessary 
to operate the Detwiler Planetarium in the Lynn Science Center.
     “The Foundation is proud to support Lycoming College and 
the City of Williamsport as they partner to revitalize a key 
neighborhood in our community,” said Jennifer D. Wilson, 
FCFP president and CEO. “The decision to make a 
strategic grant of this magnitude is reflective 
of our confidence in Lycoming’s leadership 
and their commitment to creating a 
seamless transition between campus 
and downtown Williamsport — 
a benefit to students, local 
residents and the economic 
vitality of the 
region.” 
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PROPOSED GATEWAY BUILDING
     In Spring 2016, the College 
contracted with BHDP Architecture 
— the firm that designed the 
Lynn Science Center — to provide 
renderings for a potential gateway 
building “on the knoll” between 
Lamade Gymnasium and Skeath Hall 
on the Upper Quad.
     Working from the campus master 
planning concepts developed in 
2015 by Derck & Edson, their design 
is informed by the major roadway 
changes recommended by the City 
of Williamsport’s recently completed 
downtown traffic study. 
     The Academic-Georgian design 
serves as a beacon atop a revitalized 
and widened, pedestrian-friendly 
Basin Street gateway, welcoming 
visitors into a dynamic and inspiring 
interior. It will activate the south 
portion of campus, engaging the 
community of Williamsport, as well 
as the Lycoming College campus. The 
concept nods to the familiar: a brick 
façade with projecting quoin details, 
and a consistent roof pitch adorned 
with a signature Lycoming College 
cupola, architectural hallmarks 
present on campus since Old Main. 
The expansive windows deliberately 
make use of the southern river valley 
vista, and allow for a bright and open 
floor plan.
     Four distinct areas of the College, 
bound by their shared focus on 
Lycoming’s future success, are 
slated to relocate here: admissions 
and enrollment management, 
advancement and alumni relations, 
the Center for Enhanced Academic 
Experiences, and the Outdoor 
Leadership and Education program. 
It will house offices, meeting and 
collaboration spaces, general 
classrooms, a flexible multi-purpose 
lecture hall, and a rock climbing wall. 
— Patrick Marty

The Foundation is proud to support Lycoming College and the City 
of Williamsport as they partner to revitalize a key neighborhood in 
our community

,, ,,

Gateway building project view from Basin Street
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CREATE THE COVETED DEGREE OF THE FUTURE. New resources 

focused on signature programs in energy, the environment and 

entrepreneurship will equip faculty and students to take on some 

of the most pressing issues facing our nation and world. Even more, 

experiential learning through the new Center for Enhanced Academic 

Experiences will ensure that all students combine theory with 

practice in service to careers of significance and lives of meaning.

FUEL A NEW GENERATION OF WARRIORS. Providing access to 

a premier education for talented students across the country and 

around the world is at the heart of Lycoming’s mission. Scholarships 

and financial aid help ensure that all students of promise can receive 

an education at a competitive price, unsaddled with extraordinary 

debt. This priority will build on that enduring legacy through new 

endowed scholarships.

TRANSFORM OUR CAMPUS. We can become one of the great liberal 

arts colleges of the 21st century, but our campus must reflect that 

greatness. A new arrival sequence to the College envisions a public-

private partnership in the construction of a retail and residential 

building on the perimeter of the campus, and a Gateway Building that 

will house the Center for Enhanced Academic Experiences and the 

Outdoor Leadership and Education program, as well as admissions, 

alumni and development offices.

LEVERAGE OUR COLLECTIVE STRENGTH. Lycoming has been an 

excellent steward of its resources. This is our moment to bring new 

and nimble financial power to the College through the Lycoming 

Fund. The ultimate in crowdfunding, it provides a direct and 

immediate way for donors to leverage their gifts by targeting the 

students and programs that will benefit most.

n Oct. 1, President Kent Trachte announced 
the Campaign for a Greater Lycoming. With 

a goal to secure $65 million by June 30, 2019 — $45.5 
million in gifts have already been received — it is the 
most ambitious campaign in the College’s history.
     The Campaign will not simply raise critical 
resources in service to a premier education in the 
liberal arts, it will raise the level of institutional 
ambition, reputation and belief in what is possible. 
Our college is on an upward ascent. We embrace 
challenges, dream big and act boldly.
     These overarching objectives are woven in to both 
our history and our future as we collectively work to 
be recognized as one of the best liberal arts colleges 
of the 21st century. We will harness our strengths 
and invest in educational opportunities that are 

not simply incremental, but 
transformational.

By Chip Edmonds ’98

Now is the time to be 

inspired. Now is the 

time to acknowledge 

the potential our 

College has to be even 

Greater. We came to 

Lycoming because 

we wanted to make 

our mark on this great place. We have an 

opportunity to make our mark once again. 

Let’s not only Dare to Dream, but together 

Dare to Do what we know is possible.

FOUR CAMPAIGN PRIORITIES HAVE BEEN 
ESTABLISHED AND THEY WILL:

BUILDING A GREATER LYCOMING
O

Chip Edmonds '98
Vice President 
for College 
Advancement
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Iron
By Joe Guistina

itting forward in a chair, 

ready to get started, two-time 

All-American Nolan Barger ’17 says, 

“This year is the pinnacle. This is different 

because this is the last chance to reach our goals 

as individuals and as a team.”

     Barger became Lycoming’s first All-American in six 

years in 2015 when he finished third at the Division III 

Championships. Seth Lansberry ’17 earned the honor for 

the first time a year later, joining Barger on the podium. 

Brandon Conrad ’18, meanwhile, became the team’s fifth 

Academic All-American in June.

     Now, all three have eyes set on the biggest prize in 

their sport — a national title.     

sharpens iron

S

Nolan Barger ’17
Seth Lansberry ’17

Brandon Conrad ’18
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     Lansberry went to Line Mountain High 
School, placing twice at the PIAA Class 
AA championships and finishing as the 
state runner-up his senior year.
     He came to Lycoming on the 
recommendation of brother, Nick ’11, with 
high expectations. He won a freshman- 
record 35 matches before winning 31 more 
as a sophomore.
     “I wanted to do good things, but I didn’t 
realize how much work you have to put 
in,” Lansberry said. “I got that little taste 
and just wanted to work harder for it.”
     He came back from a season-ending 
injury in 2015 by winning 38 matches 
as a junior and finishing second at the 
NCAA Regional to earn his first bid to 
the Division III Championships, where he 
finished fourth. During the breakthrough 
season, he became the fifth Warrior to 
reach 100 career wins, sitting 23 away 
from the school record of 127 set by Royce 
Eyer (1997-01).
     “It has crossed my mind,” Lansberry 
smiles and says when asked about the wins 
record. “Having Nolan so close has pushed 
me to work harder. I hate losing, though, 
so that is extra motivation.”

     A three-time district champion at 
Clearfield Area High School, Barger 
finished fourth in the PIAA as a senior, 
leaving him seeking more when he 
followed his brother, Tom ’11, and sister, 
Emily ’15, to Lycoming College.
     As a freshman, he won 29 matches 
at 157 pounds before moving to a new 
weight class as a sophomore, finishing 
36-8 at 165 pounds, winning the NCAA 
Mideast Regional with two wins over 
nationally-ranked opponents. Last year, 
he was the marked man — ranked second 
from the start of the season to the NCAA 
Championships. He won his first 31 
matches, the second-longest streak in 
program history, and he picked up his 
second All-American honors.
     Much like Lansberry, he enters this 
season within reach of the program’s all-
time wins mark and he could become the 
first three-time All-American in program 
history.
     “The goal is to win the tournament,” 
Barger said, with an intent focus in his 
gaze. “I don’t want to end on the same note 
that I did the last two years. I just want to 
constantly improve.”
     During his sophomore season, Conrad 
won 36 matches for the Warriors before 
his outstanding work as a chemistry 
major helped him earn recognition as an 
Academic All-American.

     A two-time section and district 
placewinner at Bloomsburg High 
School, Conrad didn’t come to 
Lycoming with the sparkling resume 
of Barger or Lansberry. He won the 
starting job at 174 pounds early in his 
freshman year, though.
     Now as a junior, he is primed to 
continue working toward a national 
qualifier, All-American status and a 
national title.
     “My first day of college, Dr. [Jeremy] 
Ramsey [assistant professor of 
chemistry], put a quote on the classroom 
board that said, ‘Discipline is choosing 
what you want now and what you want 
most,’” Conrad said. “That has stuck 
with me.”
     The Warriors have had some great 
wrestling trios and quartets in the past, 
from Lee Wolfe, Harry Romig and Bill 
Kehrig in 1960 to Eyer, Eric Walker, 
Andy Lausier and Rob Cosper in 
2000, but the trio of Barger, Lansberry 
and Conrad could once again firmly 
implant the Warriors back in the heart 
of the discussion of the best programs 
in Division III. Of course, they’d also 
welcome any of their teammates along 
for the ride.
     “I wasn’t in the top 30 my sophomore 
year when I qualified for the first time,” 
Barger said. “We have guys in the room 
that have a chance to make the podium. 
A few big wins and peaking at the right 
time is a big factor.”

sharpens iron
Nolan Barger ’17
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J U N E  2 - 4  •  2 0 1 7

S AV E  T H E  DAT E

ALUMNI
& REUNION

WEEKEND

ALUMNI

Beach Haus Brewery
Belmar, N.J.

Knoebels Amusement Resort
Elysburg, Pa.

Kayla Craig ’12, Jack Port ’14, Kyle 
Petchock ’15 and Katie Valencia ’15 

Anthony Segraves ’02, Aubrey Segraves, Eli-
zebeth (Bumbarger) Segraves ’03 and 
Ellah Segraves

Dinner in Vietnam

Reading Fightin Phils Game
Reading, Pa.

Trenton Thunder Game
Trenton, N.J.

Boston Red Sox Game
Boston, Mass.

Williamsport Crosscutters Game
Williamsport

Kayaking in Williamsport

A group of alumni, current students and 
faculty gathered for a fun evening at the 
Puku Café & Bar in Vietnam!

Emily Mixell ’13 and Nate Oropollo ’13 

James Kremzier ’68 and Marilyn Kremzier

Back Row: Caitlin Buffum ’15, Taylor O’Leary ’13, 
Alyssa Young ’14, Michael Glisson
Front Row: Sarah Banatoski ’14, Megan Keck ’13, 
Kathleen Hennessy ’13, Amy (Dowling) Reyes ’04

Hugh ”Pete” Sides ’60 and Carol Sides

Phil Sunderland ’04, Bob Lorence ’65, 
Karen Lorence, Lindsey Sunderland and 
McKenzie Hall ’17 

happenings
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You have the opportunity to create a lasting memory on 
campus while paving the way for the education of future 
students. Bricks pave the commencement walkway and 
are a part of the landscape of the College. All proceeds 
benefit the Alumni Association Executive Board 
Scholarship.

TO PURCHASE AN ENGRAVED BRICK

www.lycoming.edu/alumni/paveTheWay 

What will your

say?

PA drivers affiliated with Lycoming College can now order their very own 

Lycoming College specialty license plate.  

Cost is $51 and proceeds benefit the Alumni Association.

 

Please apply online at www.lycoming.edu/alumni/form-license-plate

happenings
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HonoRingour Alumni

Members of the Class of 1966, celebrating their 50th reunion

Professor John Whelan challenges the philosophical minds 
of alumni during the weekend

Don Whitebread, Ishmael Gaspar-Martins ’66, Paul 
Henry ’66 and David Shoemaker ’66 pause for a photo 
during the Bash on the Quad
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his year’s All Alumni & Reunion Weekend played host to 
345 alumni attendees, who participated in activities such as 
the annual golf tournament, planetarium shows, the alumni 

picnic, hall of fame inductions and several College-sponsored parties.
     Elsewhere on campus, the Class of ’66 celebrated its 50th 
anniversary with a dinner and medallion presentation, coffee and 
donuts in the College archives with ’66 items on display, a group 
campus tour and a special procession at the All-Alumni Rally and 
Breakfast. By staying in recently-renovated campus dorms, these 
special alumni relived their college days by staying up late gabbing, 
and maybe playing a prank or two. All alumni are invited to reserve a 
dorm room during this special weekend and “take over” the campus!

Attendees also paid tribute to notable alumni, a new 
addition to the festivities, which were previously held 
during Homecoming weekend:

The Angela R. Kyte Outstanding Alumni Award was bestowed 
upon Joy (Lemons) Brittain ’79 for demonstrating a lifetime of 
service to humanity. Brittain became a Peace Corps volunteer after 
her time at Lycoming, an experience that she said “challenged her on 
all levels,” and shattered her biases, helping her to become a better 
teacher. Brittain is now the director of early outreach and support 
programs at California State University Monterey Bay, where she 
works primarily with low-income and first-generation college-bound 
students.

The Dale V. Bower Service Award was presented to Edward 
Gabriel, Ph.D., professor emeritus of biology, for his outstanding 
service to Lycoming College. Affectionately known as “Dr. Gabe,” 
he taught biology and environmental science for 38 years, advised 
and inspired countless students and played a crucial role in shaping 
the curriculum and strengthening the biology major. Gabriel is a 
lifelong advocate for education who showed persistence in ensuring 
that every student understood every idea, theory and concept at 
hand, and who worked tirelessly to inspire and encourage students to 
pursue their dreams.

The Dr. James E. Douthat Outstanding Achievement Award was 
conferred on Richard “Dick” Yuengling ’66 for achieving significant 
accomplishments that reflect positively on Lycoming College. 
Yuengling showed great commitment to and passion for his family 
business, leading Yuengling brewery during the most prolific era in 
its almost 200-year history. Yuengling is generous with his business 
acumen, sharing his expertise with his four daughters who represent 
the sixth generation of leadership in the family business. He is also a 
member of the Pottsville Chamber of Commerce, the local volunteer 
fire department and the Lions Club.

The Taunia Oechslin Young Alumni Award was given to James 
“Jaime” DeMarco ’01, for significant contributions to his profession, 
and for demonstrating leadership and accomplishment in his career. 
A photographer and owner of his own business, DeMarco pioneered 
new techniques in digital photography. DeMarco has remained a 
vibrant part of the Lycoming arts community, contributing his time 
and expertise by returning to campus to review portfolios and to 
work with students.

HonoRingour Alumni T

Members of the Class of 2006 gathered at Lycoming’s 
downtown art gallery for a reunion reception on Friday 
night of Alumni Weekend

Greg Sye ’09 is inducted into the Athletics Hall of Fame 
during a ceremony celebrating Warrior athletics
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     The Eighth Annual Beer 

& Pretzel Tent was as 
popular as ever, bringing 
alumni together for food 
and fun with a variety of 
pretzel treats and alumni 
brews from Yuengling, 
TrÖegs and Rusty Rail, 
as well as Frozen Run 
white birch beer. A special 
feature this year was a 

variety of technologies that let alumni and students see into the future 
of Lycoming, try out potential classroom technologies, and have a bit 
of fun posing in front of the GIF photo booth. Afterwards, attendees 
headed outside for a laser light show, followed by a bonfire on the quad.
     The rain didn’t stop students from making the annual 
Homecoming parade a highlight of Saturday morning’s activities. 
And, though some took cover at the Lycoming Looks to the Future 
Tailgate Lunch at Shangraw Athletic Complex to enjoy warm food and 
the hot chocolate bar, many braved the elements to support Warrior 
football.
     Later that evening, while 200 participated in the launch of the 
Campaign for a Greater Lycoming, others headed toward downtown 
Williamsport for the Party at Pine Square, enjoying good food and 
drinks at the Brickyard Restaurant & Ale House and the Stonehouse 
Wood Fired Pizza & Pasteria.
     Whether it’s the Thomas B. Croyle ’70 Memorial Golf Tournament 
that appeals to you, continuing a lifetime of learning at the Barbara 
Haller Endowed Lectureship or becoming reacquainted with old 
friends at one of the many social happenings, join us for the next 
Homecoming Weekend, Oct. 6-8, 2017. Mark your calendar now!

HOMECOMING

Alumni across the country 
came home to Lycoming 
in October to reconnect 
with old friends and re- 
familiarize themselves 
with their alma mater at 
Homecoming 2016.
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ALUMNI RECEPTION

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9 • 5:30-7:30 P.M.

ALUMNIevents
The Alumni Association Executive 
Board invites you to a reception in 
a private space on the first floor of 
the Yardley Inn. Spend the winter 
evening with the warm company 
of fellow alumni and friends! 
Appetizers are provided and a cash 
bar is available.

$12 per person
$8 per GOLD 
(graduate of the last decade)

ALUMNI NIGHT WITH 
TRÖEGS BREWING COMPANY

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 25

5-7 P.M.

Join Lycoming alumni and friends 
at Tröegs Brewing Company for 
one of our most popular events of 
the year. Appetizers are included, 
with a self-guided tour and cash bar 
available.

$23 per person
$20 per GOLD 
(graduate of the last decade)

Please visit campaign.lycoming.edu 

for information about these events. 

Greater Washington, D.C. 
Thursday, Feb. 9 • 6 p.m. 

Greater Los Angeles, Calif. 
Saturday, Feb. 11 • 6 p.m. 

Greater Naples, Fla. 
Tuesday, Feb. 28 • 6 p.m. 

Greater Palm Beach, Fla.
Thursday, March 2 • 6 p.m. 

Greater Hilton Head, S.C. 
Thursday, March 16 • 6 p.m. 

Greater Williamsport Campaign Launch
Thursday, March 30 • 6 to 8 p.m. 

CAMPAIGN LAUNCH 
EVENTS
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CELEBRATING
We want to celebrate with 

you! Please share your births, 

weddings, anniversaries, career 

changes, retirements and other 

life accomplishments with us at 

www.lycoming.edu/classnote.

C L A S S  N O T E S

1951
A Lycoming Legacy began with 
Matthew Cendoma ’51, and 
continued with his children, 
including daughter, Cynthia 
Cendoma ’69; son, Matthew 
Cendoma ’75 and daughter, 
Patricia (Cendoma) Whelan ’89, 
who married John Whelan, Ph.D., 
professor of philosophy at 
Lycoming. Sarah and Daniel also 
attended Lycoming. Children 
of Patricia and John include 
Prudence Cendoma ’96 and 
Gabriel Cendoma ’97.

1961
Dr. Eli Stavisky was honored 
by the Scranton District 
Dental Society for his years 
of dedication and service to 
the field of dentistry. After 
graduating from Lycoming, he 
attended Temple University 
School of Dentistry, New York 
University and served in the 
U.S. Air Force as a captain. He 
received numerous awards and 
distinctions through the years, 
held several positions in the field 
of dentistry and medicine and 
personally mentored 60 pre-
dental students.  

1966
William Deitch volunteered for 
two weeks to teach English in 
the Andean town of Guaranda, 
Ecuador, this summer. The trip 
was organized by the non-profit 
organization “Language for the 
Nations” and more than 300 
students took advantage of the 
opportunity.  

1968
Philip Beckley had the good 
fortune to attend the National 
Republican Convention in 
Cleveland, Ohio, as an alternate 

delegate. 
It was his 
first national 
political 
convention and 
unlike anything 
he had ever 
done. A unique 
experience. Philip believes 
he has now attended the two 
seminal events of his time: 
The Woodstock Rock Festival 
in 1969 and the Republican 
National Convention in 2016. 
Between 1969 and 2016 he was 
just kind of hanging around. 

1972
Kathleen (Dixon) Donnelly, 
Ph.D., has adapted her personal 
walking tour of the Bloomsbury 
area of London into a GPS audio 
walk, “Such Friends”: Virginia 
Woolf and the Bloomsbury 
Group. Published on the 
innovative audio walking tour 
app, VoiceMap, it is available to 
download from iTunes, Google 
Play and their own site, www.
VoiceMap.me. She has given 
presentations about early 
20th century writers’ salons at 
lifelong learning programs in 
the United States, as well as in 
the United Kingdom, where she 
currently lives, and led tours of 
the areas where they gathered 
— the west of Ireland, Paris’ Left 
Bank and Bloomsbury.

Gary Spies and his Theta Chi 
brothers gathered for a golf 
outing at Olde Homestead Golf 
Course in New Tripoli, Pa. on 
Aug. 30, 2016. 

L to R: Judge A. Richard Caputo, United States Judge for the Middle 
District of Pennsylvania; Dr. Linda Himmelberger; Archbishop Michael 
Dahulich, Bishop of New York and New Jersey; Dr. Eli Stavisky; Dr. John 
Erhard and Dr. Amid L. Ismail, Dean of the Kornberg School of Dentistry at 
Temple Dental.

Advanced English Evening Class in Guaranda, Ecuador

Front Row: Peter Bruguiere ’69, Don Beach ’69, Jim Chilton ’69, Dave 
Reed ’71, Doug Farrell ’71, Joe Montesano ’73, Jay Tray ’69. Back Row: 
Randy Jones ’71, Doug Stover ’72, Randy Loeliger ’71, Bob Walker ’69, 
Gary Spies ’72, Mike Dubrosky ’70 and Wayne Morse ’71. 
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1973
Rebecca (Box) Rowe retired 
from Wayne Highlands School 
District after completing 
36 years teaching biology, 
chemistry and advanced 
placement biology. She also 
served as boys’ basketball 
cheerleader coach for many 
years.

1974
Mary (Perry) Baughman 
celebrated Lycoming College 
friendships, connecting for an 
enjoyable (annual) gathering, 
hosted this year by Michelle 
’74 and Rod Templon ’74 
in Pennington, N.J. Also in 
attendance for a fun time of 
double deck pinochle, fine food, 
fond memories and good laughs 
were: Ellen Weber ’74, Karen 
Uebele ’74, Nancy (Scholz) 
Bastow ’74 and Carol Marple 
Lynch (‘75). The one missing 
“gal gang” member was Jane 
(Woodruff) Bird ’75. Michelle, 
Ellen, Nancy and Carol live 
in N.J. Karen resides in York, 
Maine; Mary in Sunnyvale, Tex.; 
and Jane, in Marietta, Ga. 

1976
Nancy (Gerber) Conrad, 
Esquire, Lehigh County, was 
elected to serve a three-year 
term on the board of directors 
of the Pennsylvania Bar Institute. 
She took office at PBI’s Annual 

Meeting held in conjunction 
with the Pennsylvania 
Bar Association’s Annual 
Meeting. Nancy is a partner 
in the Commercial Litigation 
Department and Chair of the 
Labor and Employment Practice 
Group with White and Williams 
LLP, resident in the Lehigh 
Valley Office. She practices in 
the area of employment law 
and litigation. In addition, her 
practice includes the defense of 
federal and state discrimination 
claims, wrongful discharge, 
and contract and injunction 
proceedings. She also assists 
employers with workplace 
issues, including review of 
handbooks and policies, 
guidance on performance 
management issues, employee 
supervision and employee 
training in the areas of anti-
harassment, EEO issues and 
discipline/discharge. Nancy also 
represents colleges, universities 
and schools in employment and 
education law matters related to 
faculty, staff and students. 

     I have always loved Christmas and start playing 
carols right after Halloween. So it wasn’t unusual that 
my roommate and I were discussing dorm decorations 
as we walked back to campus from Williamsport late 
one afternoon. Passing by Old Main, we noticed a 
forlorn evergreen tree thrown on the ground behind 
the building. We immediately “topped” about three 
feet for our room.
     The following evening, we were aghast as we 
entered the student union building and noticed a very 
tall, fully decorated Christmas tree ... missing its top! 
We had no idea that was its intended use, and kept the 
secret for the next 50 years!
     We didn’t look like tree thieves — we were involved 
in many campus activities, and I was even named 
Chieftain that year. We just couldn’t “come clean,” 
although no one asked.
     I hadn’t recalled this for 50 years. Now my three 
children and their children have been told and they 
kid me about respecting their trees!

Bonnie Byers ’66

PARDON GRANTED

Ever wish you had a presidential 
pardon for your antics at Lycoming? 
Come clean about your college 
capers, and we’ll grant you one. 
Send your story, along with 
any photographic evidence, to 
marketing@lycoming.com. Your 
conscience will thank you.
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1983
Ron Frick was named chair of 
the Central Pennsylvania Food 
Bank’s The Bold Journey...
Until No One is Hungry capital 
campaign to raise $1,000,000 
in support of a new healthy food 
hub in Williamsport. Frick also 
serves on the Northern Tier 
Regional Advisory Committee for 
the organization.

1987
Matthew A. 
Clarke, the 
business 
administrator 
and board 
secretary for 
the Springfield 
Board of Education since 2002, 
will serve as first vice president 
of the New Jersey Association 
of School Business Officials 
during the 2016-2017 school 
year. Matthew has been in 
school business administration 
for 23 years. He is a member of 
NJASBO’s Board of Trustees and 
served on numerous committees 
including legislative network, 
technology, specifications 
& purchasing, and budget/
finance and is a past recipient 
of NJASBO’s Above & Beyond 
Award. Matthew and his wife 
of 26 years, Gayle, have three 
children: Samantha, Wyatt and 
Tabitha. 

1993
Kirsten (Felix) Burkhart has been 
named Wise Woman of the Year 
by the YWCA Northcentral PA. 
She is the executive director of 
AIDS Resource Alliance, and the 
director of West House personal 
care home.

Erica Hain 
was named 
Region II vice 
president to 
the National 
Association 
of Health 
Underwriters 
(NAHU) Board of Trustees at 
the 86th Annual Convention and 
Exhibition in Albuquerque, N.M. 
NAHU represents more than 
100,000 professional health 
insurance agents and brokers 
who provide insurance for 
millions of Americans. NAHU is 
headquartered in Washington, D.C. 

1995
Scott Schell 
gave a Biology 
Colloquium 
talk this fall 
on his career, 
as well as how 
his Lycoming 
experiences influence his job. 
He is the director of compliance 
assessments at Johnson & 
Johnson, conducting auditing 
and quality assurance in 
pharmaceuticals, medical 
devices and consumer 
healthcare. 

1996
Carrie (Jacobson) Hartin was 
recently named president of 
Network Media Partners, Inc., 
where she has worked since 
graduating from Lycoming 
College. Hartin has held multiple 
positions within the media 
services firm, including chief 
operating officer, prior to her 
current appointment.

2002
Kelly Smolinsky was promoted 
to assistant to the dean of 
students/director of student 
conduct at St. Mary’s College of 
Maryland.

2003
Adam Hartzel, 
CPA, assurance 
senior 
manager in 
accounting 
and advisory 
firm Baker Tilly 
Virchow Krause, LLP (Baker 
Tilly), has received a 2016 
Young Leaders Award from the 
Pennsylvania Institute of CPAs 
(PICPA). This annual award 
recognizes PICPA members 
under the age of 40 who 
demonstrate a commitment 
to the accounting profession 
through active PICPA or 
community volunteer activities. 
Adam has more than 10 years of 
public accounting experience. 
His areas of expertise include 
audits of state and local 
governments and other not-for-
profit organizations. 

1977
Jeffery 
Seeley, Ph.D., 
is now 
associate 
professor of 
church music 
at Mercer 
University, Macon, Ga., and 
director of music at the Vineville 
United Methodist Church in 
Macon.

1979
Kimberly 
Bolig, Ph.D., 
director of the 
regional STEM 
education 
center at 
Bloomsburg 
University, was recognized with 
the Distinguished Leadership 
Award at Girl Scouts in the 
Heart of Pennsylvania (GSHPA), 
2016 Inspiring Generations 
Celebration, on Sunday, Oct. 16, 
at the Hershey Lodge, for her 
dedication to brightening Girl 
Scouts’ futures and introducing 
more young women into the 
STEM field. 

Kenneth 
A. Holdren 
has been a 
healthcare 
consultant with 
SystemCare 
Health 
focusing 
on physician group practice 
consulting since retiring from 
Geisinger Health System as the 
chief administrative officer of 
Geisinger Clinic in September 
2014. Ken ran for and was 
elected Montour County, Pa., 
commissioner in 2015 and 
now serves as the chairman 
of the Montour County Board 
of Commissioners. He is also a 
director of FNB N.A. in Danville, 
Pa., and serves on the special 
joint compliance committee of 
Fulton Bank. Ken also serves as 
a director of the Danville Area 
Community Foundation. Ken 
has lived in Danville, Pa., with 
his wife, Cindy, for the last 22 
years and they are the parents 
of three children. 

Joan (Schreibeis) Mansfield and 
her husband fulfilled a lifelong 
dream to travel to Israel and 
Jordan. The small church group 
of 32 friends spent two weeks in 
the Holy Land including Petra. 

1980
John C. (Jace) Scala retired 
as planetarium director for 
Lenape Valley Regional High 
School after 29 years in this 
position. Jace accrued 32 
years in public education, 
and also spent several years 
in the private sector. Nearly 
68,000 people entered the 53 
seat facility during his tenure. 
He plans to relocate to the 
Chicago area to be as full-time 
a grandfather as he can to his 
three granddaughters.

1981
John Murray and his son John 
recently attended a “Project 
Streamline” swim clinic offered 
by former Olympic swimmer and 
Navy Seal Larsen Jensen and 
2016 gold medalist and swim 
team captain, Allison Schmitt. 
Those gold medals are heavy! 
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Every gift can be designated to a specific sports team, 
divided among multiple programs 

or allocated to the Warrior Club General Fund, 
which supports all of Lycoming athletics. 

Your gift is tax deductible and will be 
allocated as you direct. 

For additional details contact Glenn Smith ’07, 
director of athletics fundraising, 

at (570) 321-4455 or smithg@lycoming.edu.

Enhancing the budgets of our 17 varsity teams

Supporting travel opportunities 

and needed accommodations

Providing equipment and uniform upgrades

Improving facilities and athletic initiatives

Recognizing team and individual accomplishments

Help ensure that our warriors 
have everything they need 

to compete at the highest level. 

WARRIOR CLUB GIFTS IMPACT 
LYCOMING ATHLETICS BY:

2004
Natasha 
(Simchak) 
Edinger was 
recognized 
by the Florida 
Department 
of Education 
as a High Impact Teacher based 
upon student assessment scores 
from the past three years. 
She was one of 273 teachers 
recognized in Lee County, Fla., 
which has approximately 5,500 
teachers. 

2010
Holly Andrews was awarded 
the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal and the 
Military Outstanding Volunteer 
Service Medal at the U.S. 
Embassy in Kigali, Rwanda. 
This medal is awarded to 
Navy or Marine Corps service 
members who show exemplary 
achievement or meritorious 
service. The MOVSM recognizes 
those members of the military 
(active duty, reserve and 
national guard) who perform 
substantial volunteer service 
to the local community above 
and beyond the duties required 
as a member of the U.S. Armed 
Forces. Holly was the recipient 
of the 2010 Bishop D. Frederick 
Wertz Award and Class of 1907 
prize.

Jordan Hollander graduated 
in May 2016 from the William 
S. Boyd School of Law, 
University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas with an LLM in Gaming 
Law and Regulation as part 
of the inaugural LLM class in 
that program. Jordan recently 
joined the law firm of Genova 
Burns LLC in Newark, N.J., as an 

Jordan Hollander ’10 receives his LLM degree from Dean Daniel Hamilton. 

Associate in the Employment 
Law & Litigation and Casino Law 
& Gaming practice groups. 

2011
Kimberly Morris became a 
project manager at Geisinger 
Health System in April 2015.

2013
Chad Tressler of Montoursville, 
Pa., participated in a highly 
competitive internship with 
the U.S. Marshals Office while 
an undergraduate. Prior to 
attending Lycoming, he served 
in the U.S. Air Force for four 
years and was deployed to Iraq. 
Chad graduated this spring 
from the University of Denver 
with a master’s in international 
security and a graduate 
certificate in homeland security 
and is planning on pursuing his 
doctorate in security studies.

Taylor Anspach ’13 being assisted 
into his white coat by Joseph 
M. Kaczmarczyk ’74, DO, MPH, 
PCOM Associate Dean of Clinical 
Education. 

While Lycoming College held 
Homecoming on Oct. 1, 2016, 
PCOM held the 2016 White 
Coat Ceremony for the first-
year medical students who are 
members of the PCOM Class 
of 2020. 

2015
Cody Barbiche graduated 
from the Maryland State Police 
Academy, April 29 to become 
a Maryland State Trooper. In 
attendance were his former 
wrestling coach, Roger Crebs 
’87, Jean ’66 and Bill Bachardy 
’66, Sam Batchelor ’15, Brian 
Watkins ’15, who became a 
Pennsylvania State Trooper in 
March, Tyler Evans ’15 and Matt 
Bloom ’15. 

2014
Carmen Niemeyer began two 
master’s degree programs 
at University of Wisconsin-
Madison in Fall 2016. Carmen is 
concurrently pursuing a master’s 
in the history of science, 
medicine and technology, 
and a master’s in library and 
information studies. 
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MARRIAGES

M A R R I A G E S

Robert V. Martin ’95 and Edwin 
Bassett Jr., April 24, 2016, at the 
Basking Ridge Country Club in 
Basking Ridge, N.J. 

Amber (Hoch) and James Osborne 
’07, Sept. 19, 2015, in Bethlehem, 
Pa. Back row from left: Brad 
Musser ’06, Scott Baker ’06, Sean 
Cullen ’07, Wes Portzline ’07, Doug 
Hoch ’06, Cort Goodnow ’07. 
Front row from left:  Eric “Dawson” 
Stickel ’07, Scott Corrigan ’07, 
Kirby (Brookhart) Baker ’05, 
Amanda (Rhinesmith) Duffy ’08, 
Jimmy Osborne ’07, Shelbie 
(Gaughan) Goodnow ’07, Chris 
DePietri ’07, Nick Mascellino ’07. 

MaryRose (Higginbotham) ’08 
and Chad Ritter, May 28, 2016, in a 
small ceremony in Charleston, S.C. 

Kimberly (Stanislaw) and McGair 
Valois ’08, April 16, 2016, in Blue 
Bell, Pa. In attendance were many 
Lycoming alumni including many 
brothers from Lambda Chi Alpha 
fraternity. 

Chelsea (Brewer) ’14 and Jason 
Childs, June 4, 2016, at The Woods 
Bed and Breakfast, Wellsboro, Pa. 
Alumni in wedding party: Chelsea 
(Brewer) Childs ’14, Courtney 
(Brewer) Hunter ’11, Alex Hunter 
’09, Kelly Higgins ’14, Ashlynn 
Beacker ’14, Alyssa Young ’14.

Bryanna (Garnett) ’14 and Cody 
Marshall ’14, May 28, 2016, at the 
Inn at Leola Village in Lancaster, 
Pa. They were surrounded 
by fellow Lycoming alumni, 
specifically the brothers of 
Lambda Chi Alpha and sisters of 
Gamma Delta Sigma. 

Kimberly (Morris) ’11 and 
Ross Bailey, May 30, 2015, at 
Wonderview Farm in Catawissa, 
Pa. Dog of Honor was their lovable 
pup, Molly.

Tonya (DeMarco) ’08 and 
Christopher Beissel ’07, July 
25, 2015, at Ironstone Ranch in 
Elizabethtown, Pa. Lycoming 
alumni in the wedding party 
included: Matt Secor ’06, Tim 
Brown ’06, Zack Farr ’07, Bobby 
Cook ’06, Christi (Groller) Farr ’08, 
Tara (Robuck) Condit ’08. 

Aleksandra (Szymanska) and 
Garrett Cimms ’05, Sept. 19, 2015 
at a small, private ceremony in 
Penn Forest Township, Pa. 

Kelly (Howerter) ’06 and Nathan 
Janocka, March 5, 2016, on the 
beaches of Costa Rica. Alumni 
in attendance: Stacy (Howerter) 
Daugherty ’02 and Ashley 
Concini ’06. A Happily Ever After 
Celebration was held upon their 
return in Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Those in attendance included: 
Alison Lubold ’11, Emily (Lubold) 
Steinkamp ’05, Erin (Lubold) 
Minick ’02, Patti (Spencer) 
Williard ’07, Stacey (Wood) 
Sears ’06, Josh Williard ’07, Kelly 
(Howerter) Janocka ’06, Nathan 
Janocka, Nathan Williard ’10, 
Stacy (Howerter) Daugherty ’02, 
Katie (Rancik) Williard ’10, Ashley 
Lubold ’11, Benjamin Williard ’15, 
Stephen Hinton ’12. Kelly and 
Nathan reside in Henrico, Va., with 
their two dogs.

PARTNERING

Support educational opportunities 
for Lycoming students to study 

and conduct research in the developing world.

www.lycoming.edu/coffee

Fighting for what’s right, one cup at a time.
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NEW ARRIVALS

N E W  A R R I VA L S

Roisin and Matthew 
Wixted ’88, a son, Declan 
Carlow, March 30, 2016. 

Deborah (Weinberg) ’04 
and Matthew Edmonds 
’02, a daughter, Noelle Lynn, 
July 21, 2015. She joins big 
brother, Michael, 5. 

Jillian (Bolesta) ’06 and 
Donald Pientka, a son, 
Brayden Lee, March 3, 2015. 

MaryRose (Higginbotham) 
’08 and Chad Ritter, a son, 
Jackson, Sept. 5, 2015. 

Nicole (Dayton) ’09 and 
Jeremy Gonzalez, a son, 
Chase Henry, Nov. 18, 2015. 

Nichole (Zoller) ’09 and 
John Dougherty ’10, a 
daughter, Madison Brooke, 
April 16, 2016. 

Megan (Day) ’11 and Garrett 
Proffitt, a daughter, Lena 
Collette, July 27, 2016. 

Dana (Newbury) ’06 
and Robert Bucci, a son, 
Cameron Robert, July 31, 
2016. 

Gabrielle (Slanina) ’06 
and Brian Gallagher ’06, a 
daughter, Charlotte (Lottie) 
Maeve, March 1, 2016. She 
joins big sister, Nora Colleen. 

Lindsay (Martin) ’07 
and Michael Courteau, a 
daughter, Penelope June, 
March 7, 2016. She joins big 
sister, Brooklyn. 

Erin (Peterson) ’07 and 
Eric Miller ’07, a daughter, 
Laine Katherine, Aug. 5, 
2016. 

Denise (Drosdak) ’05 
and Aaron Bartholomew 
’05, a son, Aaron Joseph, 
March 14, 2016. AJ joins 
big (fur) brother Sampson, 
the couple’s five-year-old 
Doberman. 

Hannah Hutley ’05 and 
Adam Watson, a daughter, 
Sadie Marie, June 3, 2016. 
She joins brother, Archer, 4. 

Marlana (Wheeland) ’05 
and George Purcell ’05, a 
son, Elijah Henry, June 27, 
2016. 

Summer (Beretsky) ’06 
and Jason Bukeavich, a 
daughter, Adeline Mae, 
Jan. 19, 2016. 

Allison Mondel ’99 and 
Richard Giarusso, a son, 
Adrian Linden, Dec. 29, 2015. 

Spring Moore ’02 and 
Matthew Gutberlet, a son, 
Flynn Indiana Moore, March 
23, 2016. He joins bothers, 
Max Moore and Cooper. 

Courtney and Timothy 
Sullivan ’04, a daughter, 
Kayla Marie, Nov. 15, 2015.

Stacy (Howerter) ’02 and 
Brent Daugherty, a son, 
Alexander William, Dec. 
20, 2015. He joins big sister, 
Addison. 
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IN MEMORIAM

I N  M E M O R I A M

1938
Elizabeth (Fulmer) Bressler of 
Williamsport, May 23, 2016.

Robert B. Hayes of 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
Sept. 16, 2016.

1941
Margaret (Fowler) Lander of 
Pittsford, N.Y., June 14, 2016.

1945
June E. (Smith) Gnau of 
Hughesville, Pa., July 1, 2016.

1946
Mary Jo (Ault) Brouse of 
Williamsport, Aug. 22, 2016.

Ruth M. (Myers) Gallaher of 
Newark, Del., April 24, 2016.

1947
William R. Kelchner, Jr., of 
Williamsport, June 9, 2016.

1948
Philip S. Kift of Williamsport,  
May 19, 2016.

1951
F. Ellen (Tarman) Burr of 
Middleburg, Pa., October 11, 2016. 
Among survivors is her husband, 
Theodore W. Burr ’53.

JoAnne (Yeiser) Owens of 
Liverpool, N.Y., July 30, 2016.

1952
Harold N. Davis of Muncy, Pa., 
July 21, 2016.

1953
Daniel J. Gallagher of New 
Vernon, N.J., May 6, 2016.

Teresa A. (Sullivan) Garell of 
Wappingers Falls, N.Y., 
June 8, 2016.

1954
Eaman A. Millhouse of South 
Williamsport, April 13, 2015.

Raleigh E. Shifflet of Valrico, Fla., 
Oct. 1, 2016.

1956
Donald F. Erat of Scranton, Pa., 
Aug. 1, 2016.

T. Max Hall, Jr. of Williamsport, 
April 28, 2016. Among survivors is 
his son, T. Max Hall ’88.

1957
Norman E. Huff of Tyrone, Pa., 
Aug. 19, 2016. Among survivors 
is his wife, Anna (Good) Huff ’75 
and children Gary E. Huff ’79, 
D. Timothy Huff ’80 and Susan 
(Huff) Daly ’82.

Robert V. Johnson of Stoney 
Beach, Md., Feb. 3, 2016.

1958
William L. Davis of Toledo, Ohio, 
July 16, 2016.

Nelson B. Hertzler of Lewistown, 
Pa., April 24, 2016.

Oscar M. Ostlund Jr. of 
Hollidaysburg, Pa., Sept. 7, 2016.

1959
James L. Baumgardner of 
Wheaton, Ill., May 24, 2016.

G. Kent Bittner of Williamsport, 
July 24, 2016.

1960
Douglas N. Akers of Endicott, 
N.Y., May 17, 2016.

Sylvia I. (Searfoss) Sachette of 
Hershey, Pa., May 3, 2016. Among 
survivors is her husband, John A. 
Sachette ’58.

1963
Diane L. (Rutter) Lawrence of 
Greenville, S.C., April 19, 2016.

1964
Edward James Barry IV of 
Hammondsport, N.Y., July 16, 
2016. Among survivors is his wife, 
Ruth (Girton) Barry ’64 and son, 
Lance Barry ’99.

1965
Judith (Sperry) Follmer of 
Williamsport, Aug. 25, 2016.

1967
Glenda (Crist) Laubach of 
Kutztown, Pa., May 1, 2016.

1969
Sally (Walton) Walker of 
Holland, Pa., April 9, 2016. Among 
survivors is her husband, Robert 
W. Walker ’69.

1971
Thomas V. Krug Jr. of Wenonah, 
N.J., Sept. 29, 2016.

1973
Dewey D. Ashby of Jonestown, 
Pa., Aug. 2, 2015.

Richard A. Miller of Harrisburg, 
Pa., July 6, 2016.

1974
Rodney D. Templon of 
Pennington, N.J., Sept. 15, 2016. 
Among survivors is his wife, 
Michelle (Fiore) Templon ’74.

1976
Paul R. Olson of Burke, Va., May 
2, 2016. Among survivors is his 
wife, Karen (Baum) Olson ’76.

1978
Howard R. Faro of West 
Abington Township, Pa., July 
4, 2016. Among survivors is his 
sister, Janet Faro ’75.

1981
William R. Bittenbender of 
Williamsport, Aug. 15, 2016. 

1982
Rhonda L. (Fike) Quigley of 
Jersey Shore, Pa., May 27, 2016.

1984
Linda J. Reph of Easton, Pa., Aug. 
25, 2016.

1987
David A. Dunbar of Reading, Pa., 
May 21, 2016.

1988
Susan G. (Hullihen) Moyer of 
Sandy Spring, Md., June 11, 2016.

1989
Joseph E. Cubberley, Jr. of 
Picture Rocks, Pa., Aug. 17, 2016. 
Among survivors is his wife, 
Grace F. (Fletcher) Cubberley ’91.

1991
Jayne M. (O’Connell) Henderson 
of Jackson, Ga., May 1, 2016. 
Among survivors is her husband, 
Matthew A. Henderson ’94.

1996
Christopher Elliott of Baltimore, 
Aug. 26, 2016.

2000
Keith R. Davis of Taylor, Pa., Sept. 
22, 2016. Among survivors is his 
wife, Kerry (Stauffer) Davis ’02 
and father, Richard C. Davis ’67.

2004
Jason C. Confer of Montgomery, 
Pa., May 13, 2016. Among 
survivors is his mother, Lorraine 
(Carpenter) Confer ’75.

2006
Brenna L. Thomas of 
Montoursville, Pa., May 12, 2016.

2013
Patrick J. McNamara of 
Montoursville, Pa., April 16, 2016.

2016
Jacob E. Phillips of Coal 
Township, Pa., Sept. 18, 2016.

Richard H. Confair, former 
Trustee, of Williamsport, 
July 22, 2016.
 
Thomas C. Raup, former 
visiting professor from 1995 
to 2005, and the youngest 
serving trial judge in the 
state of Pennsylvania in 1973, 
Montoursville, Pa., Aug. 30, 2016.

John L. Root, former dining 
services employee, of 
Williamsport, July 16, 2016.

FRIENDS
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Lycoming College’s strong network of alumni provides its students 
with a connection to powerful resources. Along with guiding current 
students in the transition to becoming a Lycoming graduate, alumni 
can help build the next generation of Warriors by sharing their 
own college experiences with prospective students. Alumni 
Admissions Ambassadors help the Lycoming community by:

• Representing Lycoming at local college fairs
• Interviewing prospective students near their hometowns
• Serving as a resource for parents of admitted students
• Hosting or joining an admitted student send-off reception
• Welcoming new students on move-in day

Building the next 
generation of 
WARRIORS

CAN’T MAKE IT? No problem. Additional visiting hours, contact information and more are 
available on our website at: 

www.lycoming.edu/admissions/openHouse

www.lycoming.edu/admissions

Let your family and friends know about an 
upcoming Winter Preview Day. 
Feel free to post them on your social 
media sites with a link to our school. 
Here’s one option you can 
consider posting:

A Lycoming College Open House is coming up!  Go on a student-guided tour of our 
beautiful campus, meet faculty, learn about studying abroad and great internships and 
enjoy lunch at Lyco!  REGISTER TODAY, AT: 

FEBRUARY OPEN HOUSE • FEBRUARY 18

If you are interested in serving as 
an Alumni Admissions Ambassador, 
please contact the Office of 
Admissions at 1-800-345-3920. 

A D M I S S I O N S
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CON
L I T E R A T U R E . T H E A T R E . A R T

A moan dragged across
 gravel, a guitar’s metallic
complaint & shimmy—

these sounds rattle the zodiac, 
 wail to the mute eruption 

& flare of a collapsing star. Dark  
 was the Night, Cold 
was the Ground

by Blind Willie Johnson— 
 3 minutes & 15 seconds 

of bruised spiritual—
 is touring the cosmos
alongside The Brandenburg 

Concerto & Johnny 
 B. Goode on the spacecraft 

Voyager, the music flanked 
 by a slew of natural sounds:
surf & thunder, crickets,  

a kiss, a heartbeat—
 an aural primer

to planet Earth. The world
 is phonic. What’s matter—
blueberry, backhoe, the back

of your hand—but the shards
 of that primeval sound

when the universe
 detonated from the ghost
of a pebble? 

On this journey, 
 any one man’s history 

is dwarfed
 by boundless gulf
& pulsar—Voyager,

long past Pluto, 
 is 100,000 years 

from the next system— 
 but here you are
on Earth & so it matters 

that when Johnson was 7,
 his stepmother, aiming 

for his father, cast lye
 into his face, the price 
for his father’s infidelity.

Blinded, he was resigned    
 to a street corner: the dull 

rattle of tips pooling 
 in a cup, a woman passing 
to another running catalogue

of bouquets—husk of sweat, at first,
 then salt, then almonds— 

her body’s continuous assertions 
 grown hyperbolic. He could
smell moods—their delicate

swerves evident as each 
 nuance of skin’s pit & swell— 

smell the fur
 before it brushed his arm, 
before the woman backed away

in a clatter of heels.
 Years later, he could smell

the stench of soaked char
 in the ruined pit
of his house. Turned away

from the hospital after the fire 
 that gutted his roof,

he returned to a rain-soaked
 bed of newspaper & soot, 
& pneumonia killed him 

in the ashes, 
 beneath a ceiling

not of wood or plaster
 but of stars.
What are blues 

with no human to hear?
 What’s a kiss

or a heartbeat
 to that grand sweep 
of interplanetary ash

but molecules bumping 
 molecules? Stranger, unimaginable 

intergalactic pilgrim  
 who’s never even heard
of a tongue,

if you’ve found this note
 curled in our million dollar can,

hear the absurdity of our glory 
 & our pain. Transmute it 
into we know not what: 

space dust, star kindling.
 Restore us back to sound.

 

Cold was the Ground

 Stephen Cramer ’97 is an English professor 
at the University of Vermont. “Cold was the 
Ground” is from his fifth book, entitled “Bone 
Music,” which won the Louise Bogan Award.
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     For Susan (Fracaroli) Petniunas ’77, the qualities that made her fall in love with Lycoming as a high school senior are 
the same qualities that keep her close to Lycoming today. “Even years later, I find it easy to reacquaint myself with the 
College because of its small size,” she said. Susan and her husband, Raymond, recently decided to include Lycoming 
College in their estate plan.
      “The atmosphere on campus set the stage for my future life as a lobbyist. The camaraderie, the athletics and my 
internship in Washington, D.C, all played a role.”
     Through Susan’s own industriousness, as well as a sequence of unique events at Manville Corporation (now 
Johns Manville), she leveraged her government experiences and business-focused education to learn the public 
policy process. “I was exposed early on to senior executives at Manville, Capitol Hill and in the administrations in 
power, eventually paving the way for establishing my own public policy company in Washington, D.C., Public Affairs 
Resources, Incorporated.”
     Susan acknowledges that her successes were aided by Lycoming’s strong 
programmatic focus on public policy and entrepreneurship, so she worked with 
the College to ensure that future students will benefit from these qualities 
by putting the focus in writing and allowing their endowment to serve as a 
format for future programs.
     “It excites me that the College is on solid financial footing. Lycoming 
has the flexibility to look at new, more relevant professions, instead of 
remaining stagnant in its approach to higher education,” said Susan.
     Raymond added, “I’m encouraged by President Kent Trachte’s effective 
leadership and the team he has put in place. Without these, we may not 
have made the decision we did.”
     Susan and Raymond’s advice to other alumni: Start 
thinking about your legacy now. You can be more 
thoughtful about your arrangements, and others won’t 
have to make decisions for you.
     “Lycoming allowed us flexibility in 
crafting our estate plan. The College 
was very gracious with their time in 
helping us tailor our gift,” said 
Raymond. “We have worked 
with other institutions that 
were more bureaucratic, 
but not quite as personal, 
and this made the 
difference for us.”
     To learn more about 
including Lycoming 
College in your estate 
planning, please 
contact the Office of 
College Advancement 
at 570.321.4036 
or lycomingfund@
lycoming.edu. Ask 
for your copy of 
the “Tower Society 
Guide to Charitable 
Planning.”

Early Preparation and Flexibility Lead to Estate Planning Success
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All reunions are held during Alumni and Reunion Weekend. 

JOIN YOUR CLASSMATES TO CELEBRATE YOUR REUNION 
AT ALUMNI AND REUNION WEEKEND.
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