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John Fohl (1815-1901) was a major figure in thdyenited Brethren Church. This
dedicated pastor and presiding elder left his intpim three conferences: Pennsylvania, East
Pennsylvania, and White River. A principled visiopn he is the denomination's only member to
have direct connections with both of its splitse th877 organization of the United Christian
Church by George W. Hoffman and the 1889 orgarumatif the Old Constitution faction by
Milton Wright.  The story presented here has besgonstructed from conference journals,
articles on his theological beliefs and personalegiences written by John Fohl for religious
newspapers, and other archival sources. In tisggderson and in a style consistent with his
surviving writings, the "autobiography" attemptspimbe the mind of John Fohl while making
only those factual statements which can be supghdrten the documentation at hand. The
material has supposedly been prepared for the Bepte25, 1900, commemoration of the 100th
anniversary of the formal founding of the UnitedeBiren in Christ denomination — just four
months before the death of Rev. Fohl.

The remaining pages, including the appendices,pagsented as if prepared by Fohl
without knowledge of any events past Septemberl280. Research on John Fohl and his
brother-in-law David O’Farrell continues, and it ®ped that an expanded version of this
booklet will be available in the foreseeable futdreith footnotes providing additional insights
into people and places mentioned by Fohl and infagrthe reader of developments subsequent
to September 1900.
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Dearest Reader,

| have been asked to record the story of my lifd amnistry in the United Brethren
Church as an encouragement to those celebratind @2 anniversary of her founding by
Bishops Otterbein and Boehm and anticipating caimip faithfully within the Church as she
enters this new century. And so over these pastimd have recorded my recollections. Give
glory to our Lord where there is success, ponderhiiman condition where there is not, and
forgive the frailty of this old man where there areors. John Fohl — Chambersburg, Penna.

Early Life

God leads his people onward. As far back as | Haen told, each of my direct
ancestors moved from the place of his birth in deasf new frontiers. Immigrant great-
grandfather Hans Jorg Voll [Fohl] left Europe tdtleein Berks county in 1749. Grandfather
David Fohl left his parents and siblings to setilédams county in the early 1790's. He was a
shoemaker by trade. Father Johannes [John] Fatlinced by moving to Antrim township in
Franklin county in 1809. | never knew my Adams myuaunts and uncles or cousins, and trust
that God in His mercy has provided each of thenodppity hear the blessed gospel.

Born June 7, 1815, | spent my childhood and youtlthe farm, attended country schools
during the winter, and learned the value and vidtibard work. My parents were members of
the Lutheran church who diligently instructed ea€their children in the Holy Scriptures. It
was my fortune to be reared in morality, and | waser guilty of profane language or any out-
breaking crimes. My father was an elder (that ¢penlay office in Lutheranism) in the
congregation, yet we all lived in ignorance of expatial religion for many years.

By the grace of God we were privileged to live maea of United Brethren activity. |
had the advantage of associating with many of oconthwy fathers — who with great emphasis
preached regeneration of the heart, baptism ofHbly Ghost, and (as a consequence) the
example of the pure life. My pious mother found ®avior in 1827. Fully convinced of the
natural depravity of the heart, | reasoned thahaeuit the new birth it was utterly impossible to
enter heaven.

Shortly before my seventeenth birthday, we weréedsby two United Brethren local
preachers — Peter Hawbaker and John Dowe. Fathehdker, as he was known, was a
blacksmith in Greencastle. It was when Christimwilomer preached at his house in 1816 and
a number of conversions resulted that the firstté¢hiBrethren class in Franklin county was
organized. Although ordained in 1831, he neveeptad circuit but rather was called to open
his home to traveling preachers and serve as & éseagelist-exhorter. As | was transporting
these two men in my father's wagon, they enquisetbavhether | had experienced conversion.
Their words touched my heart and that day, Mayl832, was to become my spiritual birthday.

| returned home and prayed alone on my knees upaer room in my father's house. |
"mourned as a dove and chattered like a swalloWdr the time being my distress was
indescribable, all the while drinking the "wormwoadd gall" of repentance. A voice spoke
plainly, "Arise and go down stairs, and you shat getter." This was followed by another in
about the same tone, saying, "Wait until tomorrov&tartled with such revelations, | exercised
my free agency and happily obeyed the first voice.
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Being weighed down with a load of sin, | got dowe tstairway with difficulty and
entered the lower room. My parents and elder rsisteere in the act of singing in family
worship. In great agony of soul | cast myselfudt fength, tossing from side to side, upon the
floor near to the side of my devoted mother. Sfeoping down, enquired, "John, what's the
matter?" My answer was, "Nothing but sin."

In the very act of confessing, the fallow groundtied heart was thoroughly broken up,
and | wept as never before. After wrestling withddn prayer about one hour, | felt deliverance
and the burden of sin was removed. With the bapt$ the Holy Ghost received, and the
evidence as clear as a sunbeam that my sins wedengal, | was a new creature in Christ Jesus.

During that memorable hour on my knees, a text giasn me out of the book of Job —
and under the high pressure of divine grace it asmagasy to preach as to breathe. This being
ended | was raised to my feet, seemingly by a siperal power, and threw my arms around the
neck of my father, saying, "Father, you have a fofrgodliness, but know nothing of the power.
Ye must be born again." He was 50 years old arelder in the church, but like many others he
had been lulled asleep in the cradle of carnalriggcuBut | am happy to say the Holy Spirit
disclosed to him his sandy foundation, and front thamorable hour he had no rest until he
found the Savior in the pardon of his sins. Thosl @ave me a seal to the ministry the first hour
of my conversion in the person of my own dear fathieo God alone be all the glory.

My father being a farmer with considerable livec&tothe following day had been
selected for sheep shearing. Mrs. Tenie Hart,afrtbe employees, came early. Not knowing
what had occurred the previous night, and beingraly very jovial and mirthful, she began to
joke and laugh as she drew nigh to the house. dDney sisters, standing in the door, raised her
hand and said, "Hush, John got religion last niglifrom that hour she became distressed about
her own soul and had no rest until deliverance carde became one of the most active
Christians we ever knew, and she died in the triusnpf faith in Greencastle some forty years
ago.

Her son Charles G. Hart was employed by a neigibaight of our residence. Two
weeks following he was suddenly stricken to theugbby the power of God. After repenting
and weeping for three days, he found the Savitierpardon of his sins. He proved faithful and
died at Waterloo, Indiana, about the year 1885.

Another young man was employed as a hireling sé@n my conversion, and | felt it my
daily business to point him to the Savior. Thremeks following he found peace by my side.
Thus God was gathering to himself a people, witlanyt special external efforts. So thorough
was the work, and so full the separation from tloeldy that there was no backsliding among us.

As there were no prayer or class meetings in thatneunity, zeal for souls led me to
organize prayer meetings in the neighborhood armbrexsinners to repentance. Too timid to
announce the meetings publicly, we met for a tiemetly (like the ancient disciples for fear of
the Jews). But the leaven of Gospel was still waykand by the grace of God | assumed
courage to appoint a meeting publicly and foundoavd assembled. No doubt many came out
of vain curiosity, but God blessed these humblereffand several professed conversion. Upon
the encouragement of my Lutheran pastor, | enrdiethe Gettysburg Theological Seminary.
When it became apparent that this was not the kg had prepared for His child, I returned
home devoted to the study of the Scriptures andehech for His perfect will for this life.



1835-36

Called to the work of winning souls for Christ frotle first hour of conversion, but
naturally timid, | asked God whether my youth anel great need of laborers on my father's farm
might not provide excuse for not pursuing the wolut while following the plow, | plainly
heard from day to day the whisper of the Spiritp"@ the mountains.” Although a stranger to
the mountain regions, | knew the people there \gererally poor and of the sort that those who
labored for filthy lucre would, like the priest aricevite, pass by. Yet the souls of the
mountaineers as well as those who live in prinpallaces cost the tears, sweat, blood and life of
the blessed Son of God.

Fearful of running in advance of the Spirit, as ynathers have, | sought a sign of the
Heavenly Father. After the labors of the day, lleeses being turned into pasture, | had the
custom of praying under a large and fruitful wilteery tree, a full quarter of a mile north of my
father's residence. 1 told the Lord that if theetrwould wither in two weeks, that | should
conclude definitely that He would have His childesnthe ministry. But the summer season
being dry, the thought occurred that the tree mdjatfor natural lack of moisture and | would
be deceived. To avoid this, each evening in th&rdss of the night, and unknown to any of
those | loved, | would take two large buckets otewaacross the fields. After pouring out my
heart to God in prayer with tears, | poured outwater under the boughs of the tree. And the
tree continued to prosper.

But still the echo continued, "Go to the mountdinghe burden increased until came the
cry, "Lord, here | am." Yet but a boy, | was figined by my father with a horse and bridle and
saddle. My own resources supplied a saddle-bagh@nfiooks necessary for equipment as an
itinerant. Having too much principle to beg, am ttimid to ask for remuneration, | was
permitted by my father the privilege of gleaningidg the harvest of 1835. After toiling with
the company during the heat of the day, | ventuedby the light of the moon, while others
were sleeping. With a horse and rake, | thus gléawheat which when threshed sold for
$32.50. This was considered a sacred fund tohaighoor and defray expenses in seeking to win
souls to Christ.

With neither experience nor preaching license,tlség to "Try the Spirit." On the
morning of December 2, 1835, | bade farewell to father, mother, sisters and only little
brother. We all wept, and it was a most solemmaceYet each was fully convinced that God
had called, and not one said, "John, don't go."

The first day | crossed over the mountain and edteénto Path Valley, tarrying over
night with the Presbyterian family headed by Joseltkinger. Though naturally timid, | told
them of my mission. The second day | ascendeddasdended towering mountains to tarry
over night at Shirleysburg. A burden for soulsrppted the sharing of the message of what one
must do to be saved with those passed along the way

The third day | arrived and stayed for the nigh@amiduntingdon. Finally on the fourth
day | came to Penn's Valley in Centre county —faninately met Rev. F. Gilbert, who gave me
words of cheer. There | commenced to travel frahirc to cabin among the poor, many of
whom to be sure had never been visited by a mess@fi@hrist. | met a congregation in a log
school house in Brush Valley and selected Revel&i@0 as a text, which | had committed to
memory. But supposing that | should be "preaciker-1| opened and held the Bible before me.
As | was trembling like as aspen leaf, this causedo misread the passage.
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From thence | came to Centre Furnace, then a mlh@®me note, it being the first
Sabbath of my mission. There | met a congregaigsembled in the house of Brother William
Wells, a man of eminent piety. With great reluceah consented to preach, and soon became
embarrassed and took my seat. For a time Satagghstm sift me as wheat and had almost
prompted me to vow to return home and never expgsignorance again before a congregation.

At the close of the service Brother Wells, | suppseeing my countenance despondent,
took his seat close by my side and sought to gigemords of encouragement — but seemingly to
no purpose. Then he said, "My young brother, lehav advice to give you, and it is a good one
and | hope you will ever remember it." | expresaagillingness to receive it. Said he, "Here it
is: The next time you get up to preach, just thyoki have a whole parcel of cabbage heads
before you, and your head is the biggest." Thiglei utterance from one whom | never saw
before nor since, in my following experience fornmpayears, proved "like apples of gold in
pitchers of silver.” No doubt that good man wasnmpted by the Spirit of God to give me that
advice at that important crisis.

Kindly received by all classes, | continued to tlexplore the mountainous country for
between six and seven weeks. Having "tried thetSgdibecame fully convinced that it was the
design of the Divine Master that this should belifi@s work. In the meantime a deep snow had
fallen. By the aid of a kind friend, | constructadjumper” by bending two hickory saplings and
returned to my loved ones. They were overjoyedsde me once more. The facilities of
communication not being as we have them now, tre ot heard one word of my welfare
during our separation. Thus ended my first mission

1836-37 Clearfield Circuit

In March 1836 | traveled to Lebanon county for nmgtf United Brethren conference.
There were at the time but two annual conferentggjinia and Pennsylvania, the latter
encompassing what is now Pennsylvania, East Paramsgl and Allegheny. The conference
assembled at Light's meeting house on the nortk efig.ebanon. Erected in 1817 it was the
second United Brethren building east of the Susamefa. Bishop Hiestand presided, with
presiding elder Jacob Erb elected to assist. Aenmmmble and devoted body of men | never
saw.

On Tuesday the 10th those desiring licenses froen dbnference to preach were
summoned forward to present themselves before riieeebody. With trembling hearts and
many tears, we each gave account of our conversimh call to the ministry. Two were
dismissed, and the others were referred to a caeerfior further examination. Daniel Hoffman,
Adam Noon, Abraham Wengert and (though | had feyears than any of the entire body) John
Fohl were granted license to preach the gospel.

As the entire state of Pennsylvania was embracdtinvone conference, the fields of
labor were very large. There was one circuit i ¢bnference that was proverbially called "the
college.” It was 250 miles in circumference, mebdw 28 appointments, and embraced parts of
5 counties: Clearfield, Centre, Indiana, Cambrid &viestmoreland. Owing to my youth and
inexperience, | had a presentiment that "the cellagas to be my lot. At the close of the
conference the venerable bishop arose and reatheuwllotments for the ensuing year. | sat
shaking like Belshazzar, so that it could be shid knees smote one against the other.”
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As anticipated, the assignment was to Clearfietdud. Inwardly | wept like a child.
Some of the aged brethren gathered around, laiditbeds upon my head, and commended me
to God while saying, "Don't be discouraged, Brothainny.” "I am not discouraged,” | replied,
"but who is sufficient for such things?" In a fehort days | bade farewell to parents, an only
little brother, and sisters.

| traveled over rugged mountains about 100 mileaching the first appointment at the
home of Brother George Goss, between Osceola aigdPrg, on March 27, 1836. George
was a brother to Sarah Goss Kephart, mother ofibtad trio of Kepharts: Isaiah L., Ezekiel B.,
and Cyrus J. | preached as best | could. In fieer@mon | met another congregation about eight
miles distant at the house of Brother George Spelivas it Smeal?). On the following day |
had a long ride to reach the Monday evening appwnt.

Though it was the latter part of March, | was ie thllegheny mountains and the snow
was deep. In some places there was neither roagatie. | got into a snow drift that became
deeper and deeper, with a heavy crust. | had fueeished with an excellent horse, the gift of a
kind father, but the faithful beast became discgaedaand came to a halt. Even under the whip
he could go no farther. What shall | do? Seeirgalain in the distance, | left the beast and
baggage and plunged into the snow. Running orciingt to the cabin, | procured a shovel to
extricate the animal and reached the evening appeint.

Though without a human pilot, | succeeded in makirgfirst round of the circuit. Part
of the path lay through dense forest, and blazsestguided the way. There were three streams
to cross, which in the spring season had becom#éeswand were overflowing their banks. | did
not see or meet a person to enquire whether tharsr were fordable or not, and return would
mean failure to reach the other appointments. utth £ase | would dismount and plead on my
knees my case before the Lord. | was engagedsrcéalise, the One who promised "Lo, | am
with you alway," and sink or swim | would cross.hréwing saddle-bags over shoulders, and
kneeling on the saddle, | took a firm hold on thane of the horse and entered the swollen
streams. The water ran over the saddle, but the tamderly cared and preserved. In addition,
the forest was infested with bears, panthers amdcats. But deer were very numerous, and |
frequently feasted on venison. A Mr. Snider, inoaé cabin | had a regular appointment, shot
25 deer during the winter of 1836-37.

In passing through a dense forest one day, my tettemnvas suddenly arrested by a
singular noise. After halting for a few momentsjiscovered a huge rattle-snake lying in the
path just before my horse. Having more zeal thaowkedge, | dismounted and seized a stick
and hastily made battle. Unfortunately, the spoived defective and broke in my hand. | had
no time or place to retreat, so | continued thaalsantil | had killed the reptile. This was the
first of that species | had ever seen, and hatbaltée proved the reverse | might have died alone
in that dense forest.

After filling one appointment in Brush Valley, | wanformed that a young man had died
with small pox in despair in that neighborhood & f#ays previous. His father, a Mr. Miller,
was in great distress of mind. | hastened to paydvisit, and | found him alone with grief
seemingly indescribable. | endeavored to conswiewith the promises of God's Word, and |
exhorted him to resignation to his Divine Providenc'Oh yes," said he, "to all this | could
readily consent — had my son not died as he didiien asked him to give me the particulars of
his death.

"About one hour before his departure,” the fatleglied, "he called me to his bedside,
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saying, 'Father, | am dying and my soul will betlasd you are the cause of it, as your whole
concern was in seeking after the things of thisldvoFamily worship and religious training were
neglected, and now for me it is too late. | am,lemever lost.” Never shall | forget the anduis
depicted on the countenance of that man as he g@@@nce to the forgoing incident of the
death of his son, who was just 21 years of ageelpparents should heed this warning and seek
to rescue their children before it is too late.

On the second round, in the month of May, | mehwatpeculiar incident which | shall
never forget. The weather was very inclement. iitaa long ride, | failed to reach the evening
appointment and called at a cabin. A young colavechan came to the door and to an enquiry
about lodging replied that they were not prepacedrtertain strangers. Her husband was not at
home, but would return in an hour or two. Whemswered that | was very tired and easily
served, her sympathy was aroused and | was intoteésmount. They had no provision for my
hungry horse. 1 enquired whether he might graeeniight in a grass lot nearby, to which she
consented.

In the meantime her husband came home. He wagl poung African about 25 years
of age. Supper was prepared and we ate hearfiffer supper we sat around a huge fire. |
enquired if they could sing. They answered thathee of them could read, but that they had
committed to memory several hymns. | asked whetteercould sing a hymn and | offer a
prayer, to which they readily consented.

Just as we knelt to pray there was a heavy rapeatibor. In view of the late hour,
falling rain, and dense forest in which we weregled, the noise startled us all and we rose to
our feet. In came a large colored man, about 4syeld. Not a word was spoken. | suggested
that we return to our knees to continue in pray@rhile leading in prayer, | heard the visitor
walk across the cabin. He procured a tallow caadig held it before my face as | continued
praying. After we arose he called my host out theorain, and then called out his wife. | heard
considerable noise and supposed there might bespicacy to take my life. | opened the door
and meekly enquired what was wrong.

The old man fell in a great rage saying, "You arkidmapper,” and declaring that he
would brew his hands in the blood of a kidnappeanei he would hang for it the next hour. |
learned that he was the father-in-law of my hostl #hat | was suspected of coming to capture
his son-in-law and daughter. When | professedterang the mountainous country as a minister
of the gospel to win souls for Christ, he said &swa disguise and that he would not believe a
word of it. He was so enraged that | found it isgble to reason with him.

Finally | proposed that were | a kidnapper, anyooed man of ordinary strength could
easily overcome me, for | was but a youth. Thensed to appease his rage, and we returned to
the cabin where he inspected me from head to fadten he saw the truth he apologized saying,
"l judged you too fast; | wonder | did not strikewy" As he dried his clothes by the fire, he
remarked again, "l wonder | did not strike you."

The evening being far spent, | proposed to retirehe floor. They objected and said |
must take the bed, the only one in the one-roonncahinvited the old man to accompany me —
not so anxious to have him as bed-fellow as to mevhim more fully of my good intentions.

"l will take the floor with the rest,” he repliedAfter the candle was extinguished, he once again
repeated, "Bless your stars that | did not stri@a.y | learned that it was to see whether | was a
white or a colored man that he held the candleytdace as | was praying. There was murder in
his heart. It was the same Omnipotent Hand thagcs®aniel in the den of lions that stayed the
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wrath of that enraged African. Praise the Lord!

At that time Clearfield county had denser forebntany other county in Pennsylvania,
and it was the refuge of fugitive slaves. The wahi which | lodged had secreted a fugitive,
whom they called Sam, for two weeks. He had ganehe previous day and was captured. The
old man had come at that late hour to bring thesniaat Sam was kidnapped. The young man
who was my host was also a fugitive. He was detetsto months after my visit, taken from his
wife, carried south, and not heard from again duny stay in that country.

Owing to the long rides, | had to do my principshding and studying on horseback. Cut
off from my ministerial brethren, | became at tindspressed in spirit. Feeling such great
responsibility resting on such a youth, | would stimes weep as a child. To seek comfort |
often got on my knees under the lofty white pined told my sorrows to Jesus. | implored his
sustaining grace which, happy to say, always preuficient.

By a little effort we succeeded in holding a camgeting in the month of August. The
tents were made of small pine logs and covered eléip-boards, which presented a rather novel
appearance. So far as | have any knowledge, it tvasfirst camp-meeting ever held in
Clearfield county. The attendance was good anddtter was excellent. A number of souls
were won to Christ. The managers decided thaetkbould be no promiscuous sitting. A
certain lady violated our rule by sitting on thelenside. When | told her kindly to change her
seat, she refused, saying, "I have heard so mueht alamp-meetings, and if anything serious
should occur | prefer being near my husband."

At that early date we had but one log church on ldrge field of labor. Our meetings
were generally held in one-room cabins. Churchlopadining-room, sleeping apartment, and
kitchen were all combined into one. Frequentlyesalvlarge dogs claimed the right of way and
were sure to be under the table while we were fegtiie outward man.

As large as the work was, the love of souls proch@e increase in the number of
appointments. | secured the court-house in Clgdrfio hold a number of meetings, and a
number of souls were converted to God. At theeclafsthe meeting 6 or 7 of the converts made
application for baptism by immersion, as the wesanhbh of the Susquehanna river ran through
the midst of the town. Owing to the absence ofmreld ministers on the circuit, the annual
conference had authorized me to perform the ordiemnf the church, and so | would.

The day for baptizing was appointed, and the bamnkke river on either side were lined
with people. Here | met with one of the greatesls of my young life. Being naturally timid
and inexperienced, | had naught to lean upon britatim of Omnipotence. With a trembling
heart | entered the stream, leading one after anotlone of the candidates was a very large
colored woman. | seemed endued with supernattmathgth, and a halo of glory seemed to
characterize the entire assembly. Praise the foordctory!

At that time the salary allowed a single pastor $88.00. Being absorbed in preaching
Christ and the resurrection, | gave no heed tanfiea, knowing that "our bread should be given
us and our water should be sure." When the yemed and | was about to depart from those
beloved people, they gave me $81.00. The surgliard paid over to the conference, and thus
closed the labors of my first circuit. Despite stamt exposure, my health remained good.

Owing to the great distance to my father's house, the importance of my work, |
remained on the circuit the entire year. Yet eoffelt homesick and shed many tears to relieve
my aching heart. Post-offices were few and fawbet, and for a single letter | paid 25 cents.
At last ended the arduous labors of my first circui was permitted again to see my native
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home, and to greet once more my dear friends whtenderly loved. To God alone be all the
glory!

1837-38 Washington Circuit

In March 1837 the Pennsylvania Conference met toeary home at Fetterhoff's Chapel,
Franklin county. Conference began on Tuesday ther@h the usual elections, examinations
and other official business. At 10 o'clock on T¥day the ordination sermon was preached by
Bishop Hiestand from Il Corinthians 5:5, and Johimtfs exhorted. Then ordination took
place. The sermon was a blessed one, and thenpeesé the Lord was consciously felt. The
name of the Lord be praised!

On Friday the conference was opened with singind prayer. Supposing | had
graduated from "the college,” | waited with nolditanxiety as the traveling preachers received
their appointments. It was my lot to be juniorgmeer on Washington circuit to John Wallace,
one of those ordained the previous day. Also oethion that occasion was Henry Kephart, an
honest laborer born and re-born in Clearfield cgumtmong whose offspring are counted
Bishops Ezekiel and Cyrus Kephart and Rev. Isaigphirt, editor of the Religious Telescope.

Brother Wallace had preceded me on Clearfield tirand, having been properly
educated by the experience, spent the last yeaelitng Washington mission. This seed had
been sown by Newcomer and Pfrimmer and waterechfory years by John Winter, the fruit of
their labors. There now being sufficient appointiseit was deemed a two-handed circuit and
covered five counties: Washington Allegheny, Byteeaver and Green. Zion Church, the first
United Brethren building west of the Allegheniessvame of the appointments,

The whole circuit was 200 miles in circumferencaying each round to cross by ferry
the Allegheny and Ohio rivers — which during theirsp season were such swollen and floating
with ice as to endanger our lives.

A large portion of this field had been opened by vienerable Jacob Winter, of blessed
memory, who was a man of talent and eminent irypiéte preached in both languages, English
and German, and catechized and confirmed his mendfezr the order of the Lutheran and
Reformed churches. He made no report to annudkece, yet claimed membership in the
Church of the United Brethren in Christ. He was tireans of winning many souls to Christ, and
| found him highly esteemed among the people. Wesihfirmities of age were coming upon
him, he wisely transferred his entire work to tleRsylvania Conference.

The people then were a strange sort — mostly ftoenLutherans or Reformed. While
professing experiential religion, they disdaine@ thourner's bench and class meetings and
found ample opportunity to use alcoholic spiritsd my co-laborer was of Scotch-Irish descent
— more concerned | feared over pleasing the eydiekithg the ear than over winning souls to
Christ. In consequence of these conditions, duwriawere not crowned with that success | had
anticipated.

We extended our mission along the state line betviRennsylvania and West Virginia,
into one of the most desolate portions of countrgrd visited. Having to ride 25 miles over
hills and deep gorges, | found a community buteligtuperior to the uncivilized Indians — living
in cabins with puncheon floors and clapboard doaithout schools or churches. The people
told me they had never heard a sermon prior taomming.
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During the month of July | was attacked by jaundiddy visage became changed, the
whites of the eyes assuming a yellow appearancewhble system becoming debilitated, | was
advised to seek rest. As an itinerant, | had nménsave my father's — a distance of nearly 200
miles to be made on horseback in the heat of midaser. Not favored at that early date with
modern facilities of traveling, |1 undertook the ton feeble state and reached my father's house
safely by the blessing of kind Providence. Aftexdical treatment for several weeks, | regained
my health.

A camp-meeting was held the latter part of AugudRacky Spring in Franklin county,
where | had been reared. | gladly took opportumityattend. The meeting was under the
superintendence of the once-noted Samuel Huber. wake a man of few words and stern
countenance. On Saturday he said, "Brother Fallprding to arrangements you will preach
tomorrow at 2 o'clock.” My answer was similar bat of the ancient prophet: "Oh, Lord God!
Behold | cannot speak, for | am but a child." éeiah 1:6) | suppose many were anxious to her
the "boy preacher.”

| approached the presiding elder and he repliedelWou shall preach or get a
substitute.” | enjoyed the hope that the lattarld¢de easily obtained, but all among the large
number of ministers in the itinerancy refused. |#dt | went to Brother J_ M___, a local
preacher who had come to us recently from anothercb. He was a gun-smith by trade and
seemed flattered with the prospect of preaching large congregation. It was evident that he
was more anxious to hear himself preach than witier s

At the appointed hour the trumpet was sounded haccongregation was seated. Our
Brother J_ M___ arose with an air of dignity dmd voice was heard afar off. About the
middle of his discourse, the venerable presidinigreWhispered, "Brother Fohl, you will follow
with an exhortation." This was equally as greatass as to preach, yet | had too much principle
to disobey. | arose before the large assemblystowtl as speechless as a marble statue, having
lost all consciousness of self and surroundingsow Hong | stood | was never told, but |
remember being pulled to my seat by the hand optisiding elder upon my coat-tail.

Had he not done so, who can tell but | might natbgestanding there like Lot's wife until
this day as a warning to others. Upon due reflactt was apparent that my disobedience
exemplified what God told the prophet: "Gird up thins and arise and speak unto them all that
| command thee: be not dismayed at their facest leeonfound you before them." (Jeremiah
1:17)

Children are commanded in the Holy Scriptures teydheir parents in the Lord, and we
are also required to be subject to kings and tiadsz are in authority. How much more should
we obey God, who is the ruler of the entire unigersA profession without love is as a nut
without a kernel, a shadow without substance, watch without a main-spring. As the love of
God in the soul, so is the seal of our heir-shiaul gives a summary of what we might be or do:
if destitute of love (the New Version; also, ther@an) we become as "sounding brass and
tinkling cymbal.” (I Corinthians 13:1-3)

A certain writer says "God has three kinds of setwvan the world. The first are slaves
and serve God through a principle of fear; the sdare hirelings and serve God for wages; the
third are sons and serve God through a principlew#."” | learned from this incident to love
God and serve Him with obedience. Nor was | aelinig serving for wages, as my reduced
salary for the year was $34.00.



1838-39 Chambersburg Circuit, and marriage

In March 1838 | traveled to Cumberland county, taking the Susquehanna near
Wormleysburg, to the house of Bishop Jacob Erb.wds there the annual conference met,
Brother Erb making good the invitation extendedybar before, when he was not yet a bishop.
Because of the size of the conference, it becaffieulti to find a place to entertain it. Finally
Brother Erb volunteered to entertain the entirefe@nce at his own expense. Ninety-six
preachers reported.

The plan which he adopted to hold his session Wes First, he rented from Squire
Black, of that town, a large hall used as a privaatieool in which to hold the meetings of the
conference. Second, he himself boarded 40 premenerpaid his sisters, who lived in the place,
to board 40 more — the rest he assigned to plaves@ his friends. Third, he laid in a good
supply of oats and hay for the horses. Mothéris in charge of the cooking, and all passed
off pleasantly.

Wednesday, March 7, the committee appointed taddivhe Pennsylvania Conference
reported as follows: the dividing line to commeratethe Maryland line on the Tuscarora
mountain, from thence north along the mountainh® Juniata river, from thence east to the
mouth of said river, from thence north along thediiehanna river to the North Branch, from
thence along a straight line to Lake Erie. It wesolved that the part cut off by the committee
be called the Allegheny Conference.

The following day the appointments were read andlat assigned to Chambersburg
circuit, thus remaining in the Pennsylvania Confees It was a two-handed appointment with
Jacob Kessler, who had been ordained two daysqu®vin charge. The field embraced a large
territory with about 18 appointments. It was adlsefour-week circuit, there being preaching at
each appointment every two weeks with alternatmsiqrs.

A camp-meeting was held in August 1838 near Grestleca Brother Jacob Markwood,
afterward bishop, and the writer became very inteman our zeal, we each had desire to labor
in regions beyond our circuits. By consent of ptesiding elders, we exchange work for one
round of four weeks — he traveling the Chambershuirguit, and | traversing the one for
Hagerstown, Md. While attempting to uphold theremof the cross in a strange state, | was led
by my natural timidity to doubt for the first tintee call to ministry. My voice, talents and
delivery seemed deficient for me to be ranked wité ministry and standing in the way of
another who might prove more effective.

At this time of crisis, known only to God and mysélcame to Father John Clopper's of
blessed memory, near Rohrersville, early in the idahe month of September. Being kindly
received, | cared for my horse and told the famiby to look for me until evening — while |
repaired to an adjoining woods to spend the dagading, fasting and prayer. My request to
God was that if He designed for me to continuenmitinerancy, the evidence of such would be
the conversion of a soul that night. There wasewval influence in the community at that
time.

A large congregation attended that evening. Adgaking for about 15 minutes from
Proverbs 29:1, | felt a strange sensation — apéraon standing behind were anointing my head
with oil. This | felt quite tangibly. At this moemt the Holy Ghost descended, the congregation
became electrified, and the penitent cry was heéakhat must we do to be saved?" Three
grown persons came to the altar for prayers, onevlttdm received the evidence of her
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acceptance with God as clear as a sunbeam.

But the conflict had not ended. The enemy caméduhe night to convince my soul
that my predecessor had sown the seed that | Hadtlyrreaped. To learn the facts, | traveled
several miles to visit the convert — but she hddHeme. To reach the next appointment near
Harper's Ferry required a journey of about 18 milésvept like a child and cried mightily to
God that if | were to continue in the work He slbulsit us with the conversion of a soul that
night.

| lodged with Brother George Baker who treated nmally and advised that a large
congregation would be on hand that night to heardinanger, which proved to be the case.
After speaking for about 20 minutes from Number2201 saw a tall lady spring to her feet.
She pressed toward the stand with both arms extesude crying at the top of her voice, "l am
lost; | am lost; O brother, pray for me." | replithat God was speaking, and we would pray
after continuing for about an hour. The burdesinfwas then removed and her soul was happy.

The next morning before leaving | called to visérh She said that on the evening
previous in going to church she had no concerrtifersalvation of her soul. But while sitting
under God's word she saw her lost condition as sdte never seen it before. She gave
conclusive evidence that she was a new creatudiist. Since that hour every doubt has been
removed. Were it not for age and infirmities, ill Seel a zeal to encircle the globe preaching
Christ and the resurrection.

In Chambersburg we had a small stone church witheenbership of about 25. They
were pillars in the House of God, being true ameddiryet reckoned little and unknown by the
world when contrasted with other popular churchBsit God did not despise the day of small
things.

A protracted meeting was appointed to commence hen 8th of November, 1838.
Brother Jacob Rinehart of Maryland was invited ¢sist. Some weeks previous three of our
devoted sisters who felt burdened for the salvatibsouls entered into a band to meet once a
week, fasting and praying for a revival of religioithis was concealed from all save God and
themselves. In the meantime, one of the bandrsikt a remarkable dream.

She dreamed that they were worshiping in the lgte church and a fountain of water
clear as crystal gushed forth from the altar ana/déld copiously down the aisle on the female
side to the door. Then it repeated, but this tilo@ing down the aisle on the male side of the
church. They all drank of the fountain and wergojes. The dream was related at their next
meeting, and the two other sisters immediatelyrpmeged, saying, "Surely God has heard our
prayers and we shall have a revival."

The meeting commenced on the 8th of November. Wéether was favorable and the
attendance good. On Sunday evening, the 9th, &athRinehart was assigned to preach and
the writer to follow with an exhortation. Suddenhe Spirit of God fell upon the congregation
with supernatural power, filling the house, and tmg was heard, "What must we do to be
saved?" When the invitation was given for mourngre altar was soon crowded with — true to
the dream — all females. During that memorablé&tityd of the mourners received the baptism
of the Holy Ghost. Among that number was one MRaglebaugh. So far as is known, not one
of the 14 who were converted on that night ever $oght of the Cross — although the greater
number have since been called from labor to theavbnly home.

The meeting was protracted for 5 weeks. Aftenvadays, as the sister had dreamed, the
living water flowed down the other aisle, and tloawersion of souls was confined for a season
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principally to the male part of the congregation.

But the tidal wave soon extended to other churcltmdreds of souls were converted to
God. The winter of 1838-39 will be read in histaiyyone of the greatest revivals ever known in
Chambersburg, Pa. In those days the policy otthech was the thorough breaking up of the
fallow ground of the heart by conviction and cosfea of sins, and the restitution of wrongs.
Each convert was expected to practice self denidhying aside all superfluity in dress, and to
pray and speak in prayer and class meetings, sallhhe world might see that each had been
with Jesus and learned of Him. Nor were revivalkied by the abominable curse of fairs and
festivals which now snare the greater number ottiealled converts.

At this period of my history | was convinced thatduld be more useful by having a
pious help-mate. | accordingly made the mattenlgest of special prayer. One of the young
converts of this revival, Mary Radebaugh, had camder my exhortation to the altar as a
penitent. A few days following | received her irttee church. A correspondence by letter
ensued, which by some means was communicated tpdrents. Members of the Lutheran
church, they felt indignant at the idea of havindpaighter wedded to a United Brethren minister.
But what God decrees it is hard for man to coutera

After a few months they were disposed to send tii@irghter to Newville to evade the
subject. On the 7th of March, 1839, while on myywa annual conference in Lebanon in
company with Rev. Jacob Felmlee, we called at Ni#svviThe marriage was consummated and
she us accompanied to conference as my bride.thButews soon spread as upon the wings of
the wind that John Fohl had "stolen a wife."

1839-40 Chambersburg Station

Conference convened again in Light's meeting hdusiganon county, Pa, on March 11,
1839. Despite the commotion caused by the receattimonial events, the character of the
junior pastor of the Chambersburg circuit was pdss®n Wednesday, the 13th, the brethren
who stood three years on probation were examinegthehn they should be ordained as elders.
It was found that the following brothers were wegrtio take this responsible office: Christian
Crider, John Fohl, Jacob Gallagher, Adam Noon ands@an Peffley. (Who but the Almighty
knew at the time that Brother Peffley and | woukl fellow soldiers for Christ in the United
Christian Church some 40 years hence.) Followirgdonference sermon by John Russell —
then serving Otterbein church in Baltimore and salvgears later elected bishop — and others,
we were ordained. So far as is known, only theewriemains to this day from that class.

When the appointments were read the following &agther Kessler and | were returned
to our circuit. But on our return from conferervee were surprised to learn that suit was entered
by my newly-formed father- and mother-in-law agaithe minister who performed the rite of
matrimony, claiming their daughter was lacking abiweo months of being of age. The sheriff
of Franklin county had already served the summaas uhe Rev. J. Felmlee, and the excitement
ran high among all. The penalty of the law in fhigoing case was £50 ($133.33). | prevailed
upon my kind father for the sum — which | placedtle hands of the squire to give to the
offended father-in-law. Mark the change in sentitnéhe community that before had accused
the preacher of stealing a wife now arose to ddy, Radebaugh sold his daughter for $133, and
he had better dispose of them all while the picgoi high!"
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It was then deemed appropriate to separate Chambygrérom the remainder of the
circuit for a number of reasons: the work in towadhgreatly progressed on account of the
revival, a settled ministry would be more suiteddoe with connubial responsibilities, and there
was such lingering opinion on the circuit that samible indecency had been committed by
their junior pastor that they refused to receive upen the circuit. And so Chambersburg,
denouncing the action of the circuit, became dmtappointment. God moves in mysterious
ways his wonders to perform!

Winter blessed the congregation with another glarigevival. Among those in
attendance was one young man whose complexion watak as to attract attention. He
seemed interested, always occupied the secondfreeatthe rear entrance, and — unlike his
companions — his deportment was serious. One highproached him and asked him about the
safety of his soul. Almost immediately he arosd aent to the altar. After several nights had
passed he became discouraged but agreed to trynomee That night Alexander Owen was
born into the kingdom. One of five brothers, dliwdhom were called to Christian ministry, he
entered the conference a few years later and beaamaister, presiding elder, Sunday School
editor, and president of Otterbein College. Histhein 1861 in the prime of life was an
inestimable loss to the church, and his body lrethe Oakville, Cumberland county, cemetery
while his spirit communes on high.

1840-43 Presiding Elder, Chambersburg District

The 1840 annual conference met in February at la#ieichurch, Baltimore. It being my
first occasion to visit the church and grave ohéatOtterbein, | was deeply moved — even more
so on the third day of conference, when John Lagiat | were elected by our brethren to assume
the office of presiding elder. Brother Light wassigned to the Lebanon district and | to the
Chambersburg district.

What a task for one so young! Yet our heavenlyh&ahad called, and He would sustain.
The district covered 5 counties: Franklin, Adameir? (south of the Juniata), Cumberland and
York — some of the circuits including appointmeimtdlaryland. The duties of a presiding elder
are to travel throughout the appointed districkaohing as often as practical and seeing that the
traveling and local preachers conduct themselvelseasmeth the gospel of Christ. With the
help of the Almighty this was accomplished — alevith the appointment of camp-meetings and
guarterly meetings, and the administration of tluedls Supper. Spiritual religion prevailed,
revivals confirmed the approval of the Father, Hr@mission in the city of York prospered to be
made a station.

The 1841 annual conference met in March at Raphoatchouse no. 3, the Strickler
appointment, in Lancaster county. Bishop Erb hk&lchair, and | was elected by the brethren
as the assistant to preside at the absence oetistof the bishop. Charges and disagreements
consumed much of the time. Why men who claim theycalled of God cannot act in honesty
and charity with one another at all times is a rmst

Continuing dependent upon divine Providence, | weigsted presiding elder a second
time and returned to Chambersburg district. Ouwavbaly Father continued to pour out His
Spirit across the district. Littlestown and theghdoring appointments were sufficiently blessed
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to seek for withdrawal from York circuit as a segiarmission.

The 1842 annual conference met in January at Fsekigol house in Powell's Valley,
Dauphin county. In the absence of Bishop Erb, eanfce was opened by John Light, presiding
elder of Lebanon district. Simon Dresbach and tenelected substitutes to preside until the
arrival of the bishop. Oh that preachers of thepgb could settle their quarrels between
themselves, according to the Disciplines of therCihand the sure desires of God!

A third time the brethren of the elected the writethe position of presiding elder, and
for as many years appointment was made to the Géraimirg district. It was during this year
that we suffered the premature death of my earthtiier, whose body lies in the United
Brethren burying ground at Marion awaiting the Gré&mesurrection. A finer and more
considerate example of mortal parentage would be toaconstruct. Thanks be to God for care
that ceaseth never! Particularly blessed weratsffin Carlisle circuit, with unusual outpouring
of the Spirit at the Hershe and Shopp appointmeAtso blessed by comfort of the Holy Spirit
was our humble home, upon the death of our daughtena, age 1, in October. Thanks be to
God for compassion that faileth not!

1843-46 Shopp's Station, Shiremanstown

The 1843 annual conference met at Fetterhoff'seth&panklin county. Hershe's and
Shopp's were separated from Carlisle circuit andlenstation appointments, and when the
assignments were made the latter was found to bé&abayof labor for the ensuing year. This
was hallowed United Brethren ground, a powerfuivavoccurring in the John Shopp home on
October 3, 1803, with Otterbein and Boehm and Nemeroall present. The church itself was
erected in 1827 and was one of the denominati@nlgest such structures. It was rebuilt in the
village of Shiremanstown in 1854 and remains ansfrappointment to this day. The mortal
remains of our sainted Bishop Jacob Erb, who ma&ladme in the village in his later years, lie
in the Shopp church cemetery.

In addition to Shopp's church, the new assignmaniiraced a class at Wormleysburg
formerly served from Lancaster county, a regulgroamtment at West Fairview formerly served
from Carlisle circuit, and other territory and grdar appointments as directed of God. | secured
a home for my family within the bounds of Shiremams), as in those days we had no
parsonages.

In the same village was a licensed hotel, whiels the resort of a number of persons
who were addicted to the abominable curse of ineamce. Among that number was our next-
door neighbor Thomas Shireman, being the son optbprietor of the village. He spent the
Sabbaths with his associates at this sink of itygudrinking the poisonous liquid as the ox
drinketh water. But during the summer of 1843 fas stricken with typhoid fever. The skill of
the physician seemed baffled, and for a time hisvery was supposed to be impossible. The
Spirit of God disclosed to him his lost conditiend he became deeply concerned for the
salvation of his soul. With tears of contrition t@nfessed his past profligacy, pled for pardon,
and requested the writer again and again to prakifo that his sins might be pardoned and his
life spared. He promised that instead of spendiisgtime at the hotel among his drunken
associates, he would lead an exemplary life andrapany us to the house of the Lord. As he
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was a man of considerable prominence, we were hbpef

He began to mend, the scene was changed, and hsowmasable to walk our streets
again. We fondly hoped that our next-door neighlvould now become "a new creature in
Christ Jesus.” But instead of paying his vowss,atee was after the lapse of a few weeks like
"the dog who is turned to his own vomit again, #melsow that was washed to her wallowing in
the mire." (Il Peter 2:22)

Two miles south of our village, a notorious uniadit A. H __ carried on a
distillery. Some defects were found about the cl@yy and our neighbor, being a brick-layer by
trade, was called to make the repairs. To ecormtiize in distilling the poisonous beverage,
they continued in full blast while our neighbor watswork over the boiler on the second floor.
At an unexpected moment, the cap of a very largletb@as blown off with a great noise which
was heard for miles. The whole contents of boiliggid was dashed against the roof and came
down a boiling shower upon our unfortunate neightadro was scalded from head to foot.

A physician was called, his clothing taken off, atheé body wrapped in raw cotton.
After receiving this explanation | immediately hexstd to the place and beheld a scene which
was indeed heart-rending. He was still consciousramembered his late vows, but said" "It is
too late now. | already feel the pangs of heldn lost! | am lost forever!" He tossed from side
to side, screaming and raging like a maniac fohd@érs. Then his voice was hushed in death
without a ray of hope.

He lived a Christless life, was wrapped in a Chesst shroud, and laid in a Christless
grave. Who among us would desire to die such tn@e8ut what are the pains and excruciating
agonies of 15 hours when compared to the secontitlea

The February 1844 annual conference was memorableet writer. First, it was the
privilege of Shopp's meeting house to host the er@nice. What a temporal responsibility.
Second, | was invited to prepare the obituary oth&a John Neidig. What a sacred
responsibility. Third, David O’Farrell of the Vimga Conference was received on motion as a
member of the Pennsylvania Conference. He wagrassiChambersburg circuit, my home
attachment, with George Gilbert. It was there las Ved of the Spirit to meet my younger sister
Hannah and become my brother-in-law. Who but thiekd@owing could perceive Brother
O’Farrell from Virginia to be the one in whose homg mother would breathe her last, and who
would be to me a kindred spirit closer than a benth

During 1844 a general awakening occurred in Fisldngek Valley, York county, and a
number of souls were converted to God. An olchi@atholic lay lived there, who had 3 sons:
Francis, Charles and John. The two former wererioats drunkards, devoid of character and
abusive to their families; whereas John was a sahé@ustrious and highly respected man. The
Holy Spirit found way to those 3 brothers, and tieare happily converted to God. When the
news reached the old mother, she lamented grelatiytaher John. "O what a pity,” she said,
"for my John. But it may do Francis and Charles s@ood.” And | am happy to say it did do
them good. For after their hearts became changelivine grace, they were baptized and united
with the Church. They became men among men, aathglified to the world that they had
been with Jesus and learned of Him. They provifté until death, and those 3 brothers have
gone to their reward.

A few years ago | was called to preach the funef&harles, who was highly esteemed
in the community in which he lived and died. lited and prayed with the old lady during her
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last hours. But sorry to say, | found her ignorainGod and of the plan of salvation. As far as
can be judged, her Catholicism "done her no golod She died as she lived.

The February 1845 annual conference met at Highspauphin county. Bishop Kumler
presided, with my new brother-in-law David O’Faflrahd myself in attendance — the former
attending conference without the matrimonial comipies that several years ago accompanied
the writer to his first conference as a man of famWhen the appointments were given out on
the final day, | was returned to Shopp's statianafohird year. God continued to pour out His
Spirit and the work prospered.

As the time for annual conference neared, it wab wonsiderable reflection, humility
and gratitude that we pondered our stay at thigepla Though there were but scattered
appointments, two organized classes and only onecktbuilding when conference first heard
"Shopp's station: John Fohl," the Lord gracioudlgveed the organization of classes and the
erection of two additional church buildings.

In 1844, Salem church was erected in Fishing Ckédley — the class having just been
organized by the writer following a gracious revivd8he church was built of brown sandstone
quarried on the farm of Jacob Haldeman. Underléaglership of the writer, most of the
materials, labor and hauling were donated. Thepleinarchitectural lines of the building,
together with the massiveness of the masonry, lb&sgiee permanency of our work in this
community. To this day the structure stands aoaument to the ability of God to supply the
every need of His people.

In December 1845 Zion's Church of the United Biathin Christ was dedicated In West
Fairview — the class having been organized by theemon June 17, 1843. The trustees were
John Olwine, Moses Hoover, Henry Batdorf, Benjarkim, and Frederick May — the latter
having donated the land. Word reaches the witialr this congregation has since erected a new
building and is now the seat of a circuit appoinime

The year was spent without the comradeship of noghler-in-law O’Farrell. In the
spring he and my sister Hannah temporarily remawed@rant county, Indiana, where they
proved useful to the United Brethren cause by bé&wgroharter members of the Salem class.
Who but the All-knowing could perceive that thigaon would be precursory to our families
residing in those regions for some fifteen yeans, that the cemetery of the Salem church would
be the final resting place of my sister, niece aradher as the result of a third residence there by
the O’Farrells.

1846-47 Chambersburg Station, again

The February 1846 annual conference met at Spiieguiow Florin), Lancaster county,
with Bishop J.J. Glossbrenner presiding. Amongrtheh business, it was discussed whether
members of the Sons of Temperance could also bebersnof the Church of the United
Brethren in Christ. It was the decided opiniorthe conference and so resolved that "in view of
our constitution, our brethren in the ministry dady should not be associated with the order
called the Sons of Temperance.”

Owing to the distances involved in gathering thetlers and the desire to concentrate
efforts to reach the lost, it was decided to diuitke conference at the Susquehanna river into the
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East Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania conferences.rdlhwas called, each member answering
either east or west to signify with which confereie wished to be a member. Although David
O’Farrell and myself each responded for the eaggd assigned a second term at Chambersburg
station. Greencastle having been connected wittinBlersburg the previous year, the station
now encompassed two appointments. Brother O’Hames assigned New Holland circuit with
Christian Peffley, a gentlemen of considerable adion and honor who some twenty years later
would join with George Hoffman to form the Unitedhi@tian church.

1847-49 Littlestown Circuit

The March 1847 annual conference met at Hershattost Cumberland county, with
Bishop William Hanby presiding. The business ohfeoence seemed to me to be conducted
with unusual fervor. Through interesting circunmstas, the first United Brethren work was
attempted in Philadelphia. Brother J.W. Bonewallocal pastor of the American Primitive
Methodist church (begun in England under stimufafrom the enthusiast Lorenzo Dow) asked
that he and his congregation be considered by ¢hisference — the East Pennsylvania
Conference being unable to spare any preachenst flnghe English language. After debate it
was determined that presiding elder George Milisit Philadelphia, with discretionary power to
receive the congregation and minister. This wamDmaplished and ratified at the next annual
conference. Though 30 members grew to near 300nat few years, and Bonewell entered the
United Brethren itinerancy, the call to remainliéul and apart is a difficult one for those of the
world. Support for the congregation was removeterah few more years, there being
unwillingness in Philadelphia to take appropriatBan regarding secret societies.

The conference entertained curious discussion arcanal institutions. It was
resolved that presiding elder John Russell, deggtsonal convictions to the contrary, write an
admonitory letter to Brother Gilbert in referencehis preaching against studying or becoming
learned. This writer was appointed to a commitédhree to respectfully answer a letter
received from the Virginia Conference in relatiana literary institution. It was resolved by
recorded roll call that the conference considernB& Seminary at Westerville (formerly
Methodist Episcopal, and purchased by the UnitestlBen to become Otterbein University) all
sufficient as an institution of learning at thisi\é and hereby opposes cooperation with efforts to
establish another by the Allegheny Conference aumd’leasant. The latter resolution was
justified a decade later when the remaining asaét$lount Pleasant were transferred to
Westerville.

Other curious discussion evolved from the resotutitat ladies be invited to attend as
spectators during the sessions of conference.hitnconnection, this writer was appointed to
prepare a few lines for the sisters of Hershe's@stawho presented to the conference a petition
praying reconsideration of the election of theistpa George Miller to the office of presiding
elder. The letter of reply being adopted by thefemence, the election of Brother Miller stood.

In confirmation of the action of the last annuahfavence, it was resolved that “no
minister or member belonging to our Church can istestly be a member of the order of the
Sons of Temperance or the Odd Fellows.”

Seeking the will of the Almighty, and ready to semwherever He deigned to lead, the
writer was granted by conference resolution a feart® any conference, whether east or west,
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that he might desire to join. Trusting in Him whas never been known to fail, however, |
declared myself willing to travel without reserve.

When at the last the stationing committee repatiedields of labor for the ensuing year,
the name John Fohl was read for Littlestown circlibe United Brethren meeting house on the
circuit, being the first Protestant house of waqgpshi Littlestown, was erected in 1822 and
dedicated by Bishop Newcomer. The land was giverfather Philip Bishop, Sr, and the
carpenter work performed by the father of Zephar@atbestock. By coincidence, James M.
Bishop and Z.A. Colestock comprised the ordinatiass of this conference.

Missionary efforts begun by my predecessors into ribrthern part of Adams county
were expanded and enjoyed the blessing of our hgatather. Among the people who opened
their homes for religious meetings were the Cliamify in the vicinity of Idaville, the Stahle
family in the vicinity of Centre Mills, Thomas Garer of Latimore township, and others.

In March 1848 the writer was privileged to host #mual sessions of the Pennsylvania
Conference at Littlestown, Adams county, the piiegidhishop being John Russell. The General
Conference of 1845 had elected an entire new baoiabishops in the persons of Glossbrenner,
Hanby and Russell. In the succession of threesyesach has now administrated an annual
session of this conference. All are able men ahlile origins who seek to lift Christ and not
themselves.

Returning to Littlestown for a second year provedieed a sacred responsibility.
Opportunities provided by the Spirit in the nortbubled the number of appointments in this
single year from 16 to 32, there now being 10 oigahclasses. God had multiplied the circuit,
and now He would provide!

1849-51 Franklin Mission

The February 1849 annual conference met at Mowadrigch, Franklin county. The
committee on boundaries proposed that Littlestoweouit be divided, and that the turn-pike
leading from York to Chambersburg be the dividimgl All south of this line, with the addition
of three Maryland appointments formerly servedthy Virginia Conference, will retain the
name Littlestown circuit. All north of this lineilvbe designated Franklin mission. On motion
the report was adopted.

It was resolved that this conference fully concwith the brethren of the Allegheny
Conference that the apparel of our preachers shbelglain and not costly, shunning the
appearance of evil, and that they may be examglgsety to the flock over which the Holy
Ghost has made them overseers. It was furthelvezsthat those who have wives and children
use their influence that they be in like mannekh, Brothers and sisters, | feel impressed at this
writing to call especial attention to this mattadaask your indulgence.

My companion, with whom joys and sorrows were stido¥ 58 years, and who bade
farewell to this world three years ago, was the hmotof five daughters, all of whom were
converted in early girlhood and not one of whomkisid. She who nourished them at her breast
taught them to shun the superfluity of the worldow it pains me today to see mothers who
profess to be followers of the Savior, and theurghders by their sides, dressed in the style of the
world. They spend their money in buying these lgaaticles while millions of our fellows in
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India are starving for bread, and also millionseelsere for the Word of Life. We are to be
“transformed by the renewing of our minds.” Howirvand incongruous to see wives and
daughters of preachers wearing jewelry, feathetsaatificials.

The January 1850 annual conference meeting in Yerkppointed John Fohl to Franklin
mission. Would that the conference could re-appodmmon decency to some who profess the
name of Christ. It was deemed necessary to adoptules to govern the body during the
conference, each rule less necessary than thedmgder those of a mind to participate civilly.
Rule #9: No member of conference shall leave dfterconference appointments are read out
until the final close. Rule #10: No member shaldilowed to peruse any newspaper, book, or
pamphlet during the business of conference. Wdratfoolery!

Appointments were established into York and Cunareticounties as far as Lisburn and
Cocklin’s church, near Shepherdstown. As our Fatered out his saving and reviving grace,
His people formed into classes and erected strestior the gathering of more souls. A church
building was erected and dedicated at Clines, andtcuction was begun on houses of worship
at Gardner’s and Franklintown.

God had blessed, and blessed abundantly, the ®fibilis servant in the Pennsylvania
Conference. After much prayer and consideration,determined the Father’'s desire was that
we join ourselves with the East Conference.

1851-53 Lancaster Circuit

The January 1851 annual session of the East Peangyl Conference met at Rank’s
church, Lancaster county. The meeting-house staedsthe foothills of the Welsh Mountain,
east of which is no United Brethren activity. Tharney was a cold one, taking me to a part of
the county into which | had not previously venturdtlwas good to attend with my brother-in-
law David O’Farrell, and the joy of his company bght warmth and familiarity. | was at first
admitted as an advisory member from the Pennsyv&uonference, and then received on
transfer from my former association.

| was assigned Lancaster circuit with George Ma#k.this time but two large circuits
covered the county: Lancaster and New Holland. ic&whe size of its companion assignment,
Lancaster circuit required service of two men andoenpassed some two dozen appointments.
The circuit included the noted church building gtriggville (now Florin), which structure
enjoyed the double distinction of being the finstls erected by the United Brethren in Lancaster
county and the site of the 1846 annual conferenaedivided the original conference along the
Susquehanna river to form the East Pennsylvanidetance.

David O’Farrell was elected conference book aget @ppointed for a second year to
Harrisburg mission, having completed two prior ywean Lancaster circuit and two years before
that on New Holland circuit. What knowledge | ladkof the county, my brother-in-law could
provide.

In February the writer journeyed to attend the ahngession of the Pennsylvania
Conference at Jefferson, York county to present rdport for Franklin mission. To the
disappointment of several and the relief of oth#rs,resolution relative to secret societies was
postponed until the next annual conference. Doesrastination resolve? | think not. To the
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credit of the brethren, the favorable action of $heceeding conference included the following

three resolutions.

4 Whereas this conference has learned with pain ithateveral instances the Discipline,
touching secret societies, has been violated bydbeption and retention of their members
in church fellowship, and whereas for its peace laaqgpiness as well as for its desire of good
government this conference is determined to mairitaé rule of Discipline on the subject,
therefore, resolved that the preachers who may fiver churches entangled with such
alliances be required to rid them of them during ttonference year and report accordingly
to the next annual conference.

4 Resolved that local beneficial societies withoasgwords, secrets and mysteries are not in
the opinion of this conference in the prohibitidause above referred to.

4 Resolved that we recommend the work “Plain Thosigint Secret Societies” to our preachers
and members as soon as the price is reduced toisvbatiitable and right.

The February 1852 annual session of the East Plangy Conference met at Mountville,
Lancaster county. Of the various duties thatttethe writer, some were pleasurable and others
were not. What a responsibility to reside on awoiee of 3 to plan for the devotional exercises
of the conference. What a sacred task to residesamilar committee to examine the applicants
presenting themselves before the conference. dordance with the Biblical instructions of our
Lord, | was appointed to speak to George Gilbegarding complaints. If not heard, | am to
return with 1 or 2 others. If these are not hearg¢ommittee will hear the case in a formal
manner.

The reading of the appointments for the ensuing yé&ced John Fohl on the Lancaster
circuit with John Stamm. | found Brother Stamm annof particular conviction. Later elected
presiding elder by his brethren, he was one offé@owilling to stand in 1869 with George W.
Hoffman in defense of Christian holiness and thscipiine of the Church. Our heavenly Father
blessed the work on the Lancaster circuit. Thotightravel was much, revivals and increases
were the rewards of labor given in the name ofslesu

David O’Farrell was returned to Harrisburg mission a third year. The previous year a
trustee board had been formed and purchased aastibkbrick structure on Front Street, lot #52
in the town plan, previously erected by the Baptisthough naming 100 members by the close
of this year, the mission a decade later becameesd&ened and disorganized that the property
was abandoned.

After much prayer and deliberation, it was deteedithat the fields to west were “ripe unto
harvest” and that the Holy Spirit was promptingstkriter to bear the message of scriptural
holiness in those environs. As a consequencei®fdgrision, and in anticipation of receiving
heavenly direction, my brother-in-law David O’Fdrrand myself returned our families to
Franklin county.

1853-67 White River Conference, Indiana
The January 1853 annual session of the PennsylGoméerence met at Littlestown, Adams
county. Though no longer a voting member, | attenttee meetings and was requested along

with John Dickson and James M. Bishop to prepaeedbituary for our recently deceased
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Brother William Miller. How good to renew friendgls. David O’Farrell accepted assignment
to the Rocky Springs circuit, Franklin county.

The January 1853 annual session of the East PeangylConference met later in the month
at Zion Church in Lykens Valley, Dauphin countydaeluctantly granted the writer, who was
not present, transfer to the White River Conferencdiana. David O’Farrell, who made the
journey, was granted transfer to the Pennsylvanaf&ence. And so rolls of East
Pennsylvania, at least for a season, will lackntn@mes of Fohl and O’Farrell.

The travel to Indiana was truly a sojourn of faitkvith wife, six children, and only such
worldly possessions as necessary, the writer pdacte@nder protection of the Spirit through
Pittsburgh, Columbus, Xenia and Dayton to new quartin Dublin, Wayne county, our
Heavenly Father having prepared the path eacho$titie way.

The annual meetings of the White River Confereneeevineld in August. Added to the rolls
each year were those whom God had prepared torgaibks in this portion of his vineyard. In
1853 Milton Wright was admitted to the conferendée following year my brother-in-law, the
Spirit having confirmed in divers manners our pr@sessment of the heavenly design, moved
his family and my widowed mother from Pennsylvaioigoin us in the west. Granted transfer to
White River Conference, he accepted appointmentewhicontinued to labor on behalf of
Sabbath School and Bible Society interests.

While efficiency of presentation and the passagenoé discourage full detail regarding the
conferences in Indiana, the next two come to menasryvorthy of note. In August 1856,
Wright and O’Farrell and Fohl were present all d&ington, Wayne county. Wright and Fohl
were elected secretaries. The writer also hadpthalege of serving on the Committee on
Ordination, whose duty it was to examine those gresg themselves for the sacred office.
Among the latter was Milton Wright, whose threergeaf diligent ministry God had abundantly
blessed. He was a friend whom we were permitta@éfresh with food and lodging on several
occasions, and one whose conscience and convictigreed with ours on the necessity to
forsake all compromise with the world. He was ardd and posted to Andersonville circuit,
Fayette county, to replace one who had been unedver be a Mason. In the early spring of
1857, Brother Wright accepted a call to join thegun mission for an anticipated service of at
least two years with the possibility of receivirggtdivine call to remain at that post. Leaving
Miss Susan Koerner, who consented to be his bnuba this return, if both of them were still
willing and sensing the affirmation of Heaven, laé his friends and family farewell.

At the following conference in August 1857, theteriwas invited to deliver a discourse on
behalf of Sabbath Schools. With my brother-in-l@¥arrell, | moved “that we in the future
manifest more concern for the rising generatiorofganizing Sunday Schools where it may be
considered expedient and endeavor to stimulateethveady organized by a lecture or sermon
upon the subject.” The resolution passed withosseht and was directed to accompany the
minutes of the Conference in the Telescope. Intiaddo serving on the committee on the first
year's course reading, | was appointed by the cbairtwo committees of three to hear
complaints against members. This pattern of usefid at annual conference | was able to
continue during the years in Indiana. O’Farrellsvegopointed to give the introductory sermon
the evening before next year’s conference. Wrigdd given transfer to Oregon Conference.
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It was my distinction to address the 1859 confesenic behalf of missions and to present
resolutions on the subject. Without dissent it Waslared “that the members of this conference,
both local and itinerant, will make zealous andspeering efforts.to create a deeper interest in
the missionary cause and raise funds for the nmasyoSociety by collections, donations and
bequests.” Wright returned from Oregon in Novenit#%9. It was | who had the privilege of
officiating at the marriage of Milton Wright and 84 Susan Koerner at 3 o’clock in the
afternoon on Thanksgiving Day. Praise be to Gadtlie honorable institution of marriage.
Brother Wright spent the winter and spring teachssgool and supplying pulpits as needed,
including occasion for my brother-in-law (who wasegiding elder of East district) while his
little Eddy was ill.

In August 1860 O’Farrell was elected presiding eloleMarion district and delegate to the
1861 General Conference in Westerville, Ohio. deed with all but three of the delegates in a
near unanimous condemnation of secret societigberghe law of the Church is enforced or it
breaks down. To make certain of the enforcemeth@iaw, it was prescribed that violators of
the same should “be dealt with as in the caselaratnmorality.” Oh that men would honor the
law of the Word above the lure of the world!

Wright was elected presiding elder in 1861, anda@'@&l and Wright both elected to that
position in 1862 and 1863. Thanks be to God fihfial leaders in positions of authority! But
not all, | say with sorrow, were willing to follotheir example and commit to lives of holiness.
How often do those who feel the condemnation ofrthensciences strike out against the
faithful.  And so with divided opinion the confern of 1866, meeting in Dublin, did
“recommend that Brother J. Fohl in the future endeao be less faultfinding and labor
harmoniously with his ministerial brethren for theomotion of the cause of Christ in the U.B.
Church.” Knowing that Brother Wright would conted to stand for the right in Indiana, my
brother-in-law O’Farrell and | made preparationseturn our families to Pennsylvania.

| close the account of our western sojourn with théowing true incident. From the
beginning of his ministry, it was evident that Gedall upon this writer was especially to the
poor and outcast. In consequence, the exploratfoisolated places where the people were
destitute of the means of grace has always beprimé import.

Near the end our of labors in the west, | came pitaae where a new school house had been
erected on an eminence and felt impressed to prisach. Two men in the community were
large land-holders and had under their control mber of farmers, woodchoppers and widows
as tenants. | called upon these two gentlemennasdreceived very kindly. Stating the nature
of the call, | said that by their consent | woulel ¢jad to preach in their school house. To this
they both readily consented.

On the arranged Sabbath morning, a good attendsdribe land-holders and their employees
occupied the edifice. Among the widows was anladty, Lydia Cox, who with her grandson of
about seven lived in a hut. This woman was saideteery wicked. In the summer season she
would spend a great part of the Sabbath in fishimgy would swear like a sailor. | was told that
she had not heard a sermon for 13 years. Yetottisady, very poorly clad, with her ragged
grandson, was attracted by the Holy Spirit to atten

After preaching the first time, | offered to comgaa. They readily consented, and thus |
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continued preaching every four weeks for one yédinen proposed, if agreeable to their wishes,
to preach for them day and night for one week —cadling it a series of meetings. To this they
consented.

At the appointed time | came with a heart burdefuedtheir salvation and imploring the
blessing of God upon our feeble efforts. Afterr34adays, it was evident that the Holy Spirit
was moving the hearts of the people. When thdation was extended for the penitent to come
to the altar, Lydia led the way. Weeping like Mafyold at the feet of Jesus, she was followed
by the wife of one of the land-owners. Others caamel before the close of the week quite a
reformation was effected in that neighborhood. Gad gathered to Himself a people. We
organized a church and called it Mars Hill. | aoaed to serve them a second year, preaching
Christ and the resurrection and not asking any naration — in case it might militate against
our usefulness, as some of them had been raisent thredQuaker influence.

In the month of September, 1867, | told the pedipé our work in the west was done and
we were impressed to return east to our native sRgnnsylvania, to labor and die. At the next
appointment | would deliver my last sermon and dega@ammending them to God and the word
of His grace. Many wept, and the scene shall nbeefiorgotten. After the benediction, Lydia
Cox came forward and said, “Minister, will you gorhe and dine with me today?”

Having no lack of invitations and knowing that shas very poor, | sought the Lord. As
refusal might tempt her to accuse the writer ohbea respecter of persons and cause her to
suffer spiritual loss, and as “Christ sought noptease himself,” | readily consented to go —
following on horseback as Lydia and her barefo@ndgson led the way on a winding path
through the forest.

Finally we came to an open place of probably haldere. There stood the hut, about 12 by
15 feet, in which this humble widow and her gramdBeed. The chimney, built of sticks and
mud, was about six feet high. The joists were ‘ew and her minister, being 6 feet 2 inches
tall, had to stoop. As four or five hungry chickeslustered around in greeting, the kind hostess
began to catch one to prepare for the dinner. t Ass then about noon and | had little time to
tarry, | persuaded her otherwise.

Although the wind was furious and the chimney 3@, lan effort was made to kindle a fire.
Soon the hut was filled with smoke so dense thatwweee compelled to seek fresh air. But
finally the kind hostess announced dinner ready, after a blessing upon the food, we
undertook to eat. All told, we had the darkest hadlest bread this writer ever saw, a saucer of
molasses and a cup of either coffee or tea — Igpemlonger able to remember distinctly which
of the two.

After eating as best as | could, | told the kindtiess that we should kneel and give thanks.
Knowing this would be our last intercourse on edrtmplored the blessing of God to abide with
us all until we should meet again in our Fatheiigglom. We both wept freely. After rising
from prayer our kind hostess said, “Brother Fobly yrave been my minister for two years and |
never gave you anything, and | have nothing to ge now but my cat. She is a very good cat
of four colors.” To gratify her wishes, | readdgnsented.

She then procured a little poke of about 15 inches| smoked, in which she had some
medical roots she had gathered to sell to doctobtain a little change. She gave me a root,
saying, “Chew it, as it is healthy.” The cat wasight and forced into the poke, with a cord
affixed to hang it over the horn of my saddle. Tumgry horse carried home its rider and the
cat — the latter being the wages for two yeargabbt among that dear people.
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Yet | am consoled with the blessed assurance thatad is kept in an upper court. And in
that day when the books shall be opened and theuats adjusted, those will be disappointed
who labored for the sake of honor and filthy luatene and the true ambassadors of Christ who
had his glory and the salvation of souls aloneiéwwvill be rewarded. Praise the Lord!.

1867-68 Shippensburg and Plainfield

The January 1867 session of the Pennsylvania Gorder met at West Fairview,
Cumberland county. O’Farrell, though still a memioé the White River Conference, was
assigned to York Springs circuit, and | continuederve the cause of Christ under the direction
of the Spirit. During November | supplied both gtensburg mission station and Plainfield
circuit with preaching, the brother assigned tol#dteer having declined to travel the circuit and
thus creating the need for arrangements all the yea

1868-69 York Springs

The January 1868 session of the Pennsylvania Gordermet in York, York county, and
there arose some confusion on my status. My bratlhkaw was seated as an advisory member
to present the report for York Springs. | was rem@ by transfer into the Pennsylvania
Conference “on the statement of Rev. D. O’Fartak tsuch transfer had been given by the said
White River Conference.” | was assigned to thetiBalre 29 church (English), to follow
Zephaniah Colestock. While the preaching at BaitamT' and 3 churches continued in
German, this congregation had been establishe856 &s an English mission and first supplied
by Nehemiah Altman, a converted German Jew. HcAlihter was assigned to York Springs.

Willing to serve where appointed and anointed by 8pirit which confirms the work of
earthly hands, but not willing to neglect familydareason to serve the world, | earnestly sought
God's will. It was determined that Brother Schtehsupply the pulpit in Baltimore and that |
follow my brother-in-law on York Springs circuitThe substitution of 9 appointments for a
settled station was confirmed by the Spirit thdokelng conference when my successor was
presented 13 appointments to fill.

The February 1868 session of the East Pennsyl\amiderence met in Allentown and was
attended by my brother-in-law O’Farrell. He waseiged on transfer from the White River
Conference and assigned to Mt. Joy circuit, Lamrastunty. This circuit included the historic
church at Florin, at which my brother-in-law andtlended the memorable 1846 annual session
that divided the conference along the Susquehampa and declared that the denominational
constitution forbade membership in the Sons of Tenapce, even though its goals were more
noble than those of other secret societies. ThenFcongregation had four classes, one of
which was German.

Storms had been brewing in the East Pennsylvanide@mce over the establishment of
Lebanon Valley College. While none oppose edunatiomust never be supposed that head-
learning from a school can substitute for heartmimg from the Spirit. The wisdom of the
previous conference had assigned George W. Hoffroatspoken preacher of holiness and
opponent of preacher factories, to Annville statidihen he invited that old soldier of the Cross
Bishop Russell to preach on June 30, the good F&hssell preached on “Knowledge puffeth
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up” and over a quarter of the students were mowedithdraw. Relieved of his charge in
August, Hoffman'’s love for the Savior and His Chuoompelled him to return in 1869 to accept
appointment to Sinking Springs.

1869-70 Alto Dale

The January 1869 session of the Pennsylvania Gordermet at Chambersburg, Franklin
county. Although | was unable to attend, the canfsoliness was championed by Brother
James M. Bishop who moved, when it came time tonéxa the moral and official character of
the members, “that all the members of this Confezdme asked the following question — ‘Are
you in connection with any secret society, or ave yn sympathy therewith?””

During the year three sainted pilgrims of the coeriee made their final journey to the
heavenly reward. The obituary of Rev. Martin Lefas prepared by Jacob Smith and followed
by moving sentiments delivered by J.M. Bishop. Timstuary of H.Y. Hummelbaugh was
prepared by Jacob Hoke. The obituary of Rev. Samduber was prepared by Jeremiah P.
Bishop. What a memorable time, | am told, for #has attendance. Praise God for those who
have faithfully run the race and thank him for #a@&ho continue with uncompromising faith.

Greencastle circuit was divided, the new part tedleed Alto Dale circuit and appointed to
John Fohl. This work embraced several appointments 4 organized classes: Alto Dale,
Quincy, Fetterhoff's and Mt. Union — all but thestan possession of church buildings. Before
the year was complete, a class was organized attEaijle and preparations made to erect a
church edifice there.

The February 1869 session of the East Pennsyl\aanderence was hosted by D. O’Farrell
at Mt. Joy. He was appointed to New Holland, whexénad been the first pastor of record when
the circuit was created in 1846. In the intervgnyears, a house on Main Street had been
purchased for the circuit parsonage, eliminating tieed for appointees to secure their own
accommodations.

A most remarkable session of the East Pennsyl\@oiderence this proved to be. For some
years there had been controversy over modern treitllis the church — the baptizing of infants,
the wearing of rings and fashionable clothing, meprarms in war, membership in secret
societies, and the support of preacher factori&sme had left the conference in previous years,
but this was to be occasion for those who saw haduor reform to make the break. Solomon
Weidman surrendered his license and Ephraim Ligitlhdrew. The names of George W.
Hoffman (the perceived leader of the reform movetnébeorge Landis and John Stamm were
erased from the rolls. The removal of these rdsgeteaders and their followers weakened
many congregations.

The crisis arose because Hoffman had traveled ae@ber from his appointment at Sinking
Springs to hold Watch Night services at the priviadeise of Frank Balsbaugh. There were
seekers, and the meetings continued and grew irbexsm The attendance became so large that
the meeting was moved into Fishburn’s church, eliecontinued with immense crowds and an
uncommon awakening. In all over 130 persons psefgésonversion, but the revival produced
jealousy among those with unlike religious zeal arwhvictions. Following the East
Pennsylvania Conference at Mt. Joy, many of thessgms held a conference at Union Deposit,
where it was agreed that George W. Hoffman, askibie others, should be their regular
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preacher.

O what problems when temporal rules replace trligioa. Can no one stem the tide? Early
in the conference O’Farrell submitted a resoluti@eognizing as a binding obligation the
command, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it lavig’that we “most heartily disapprove of
spending the day in visiting, worldly conversation,in sleep.” This was adopted. On the final
day, following the withdrawals and erasures, one \wall emboldened to offer a resolution
strongly endorsing the present rule on secrecy, iastructing the delegates to General
Conference to use their influence to have it mawe in our discipline. This was voted down,
there being but two affirmative votes.

1870-71 Mercersburg

The January 1870 session of the Pennsylvania Gordermet at Newville, Cumberland
county. The previous year Mercersburg missionlfeeh united with St. Thomas circuit to form
Mercersburg circuit. Now John Fohl was being apfeml to settle the dust. The class at
Mercersburg had been organized during 1867 of fonrmembers of the Methodist Episcopal
church. Trustees had been elected twice (firanftbe circuit at large, later locally) for the
purpose of obtaining a house of worship; still thess worships in homes. Where there is no
vision, the people perish; where there is visionrtmuventure, the people still perish.

O’Farrell was appointed by East Pennsylvania Cemieg to a second year at New Holland.

1871-72 Mount Joy

The February 1871 session of the Pennsylvania @amde met in Baltimore MD. The
election for presiding elder resulted in 32 votmsZAephaniah Colestock and 27 votes for Jacob
Smith. Brother Smith offered his resignation asher, and on motion of Brother Colestock he
was given a day to consider the matter. Whatipslit Both come from good stock, but seem
more concerned about the praise of men than faligwhe Discipline. Zephaniah Colestock is
from Littlestown, which gave the blessed Bishopifgrto the United Brethren Church, and his
father was the earthly carpenter of that structutecob Smith of Franklin county first enjoyed
salvation during the memorable November 1838 ré\avavhich my beloved Mary and others
professed the Savior. As | pondered the direatibthe Conference and the promptings of the
Spirit, | declined to be available for appointment.

The March 1871 session of the East Pennsylvanide@arce met at Mountville, Lancaster
county. Here | answered the call and was givethiéoministry at Mt. Joy. Previously a circuit,
Mt. Joy was made a station appointment at thisezente. O’Farrell was assigned to serve
Hummelstown and Highspire, the two circuits havimen combined at this conference to a
single appointment.. The work on each these dscparticularly at Fishburn’s and at Neidig’s,
was considerably disrupted as a result of the Hafiites (as the followers of George Hoffman
had come to be called). Without formal organizatihey gathered separately across the region
under the direction of former conference pastonspathetic to the cause.

At Mt. Joy we held, as has been my custom at egppointment, a series of meetings. A
number of souls were won to Christ. Among the estsywas an elderly lady of about sixty
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years. This not only created joy and gladness gntbe people of God, but seemingly in the

entire community — as she was called a "tartanfida disturber of peace and having an unruly
tongue and an ungovernable temper. She gave edéddat the work of regeneration was

thoroughly done, and was accordingly received ih&church.

In my pastoral work | soon called to visit her witie design of speaking to her particularly
in reference to her besetting sin — with, howeseme degree of diffidence. She soon relieved
my mind by introducing the subject herself, sayit®yother Fohl, | have indeed experienced a
great change. | am determined by the grace oftGsdve my soul, but | apprehend one trial. |
am naturally high strung, and when excited | haveiggovernable temper for which afterward |
feel very sorry."” | replied that | could give tear infallible recipe. She of course was anxious to
know what it was. | replied that if any thing oo@d in her daily life to irritate or excite her
mind that she should keep her mouth shut. By siogdshe could easily "bridle her tongue.” |
am happy now to report that my counsel was kindigeived, and the aged convert proved
faithful. | am told that she died some time agthwhe assurance of a blessed immortality. The
law may restrain, but only the religion of Chrisihcreform.

1872-79 Retired, but not retiring

Thirty-six years after accepting my first appointmhéo Clearfield, | became convinced by
the Spirit it was time to clear the fields for athe Mary and | returned to Chambersburg, the
town of her childhood and the home of our daughAemie and son-in-law D.D. Sollenberger.
My brother-in-law served one more year in East Bglvania, this on the Highspire circuit — the
circuit, along with Hummelstown, having been suéfitly strengthened to support the work of
an itinerant. In 1873 he and Hannah returned wi#ir daughter Eddy and my mother to the
work in Indiana.

My heart saddens to think of the difficulties inadhbersburg and across the Church created
by those who refused to submit to authority. Saane it was Fohl who refused to submit, but
my conscience declares before God that such watheatase. The reader is no doubt familiar
with the particulars. Proceeding with compassather than malice, the writer refers to public
records those interested in confirming the namespetific individuals involved in the following
account.

When a Constitution that clearly forbids membersimpsecret societies is regarded by
neither congregation or pastor, it becomes the diithe presiding elder to intervene. Should
the presiding elder fail to act, it becomes theydoft the Conference to reprimand. When
compromise with the world replaces conviction wiite Word, the name of Christ suffers open
shame. Yet in 1876 the Pennsylvania Conferenceatitpromise. After much debate and clear
demonstration of the folly of such action, it mowedbeseech and admonish all of our ministers
and members to abstain from all connection” witbreesocieties but “favor the abrogation of
our present law and the passage of one more indmrmith our practice.”

It was at the same conference that a second missiogregation was established in
Chambersburg. When those of the Chambersburg mjssicuding the writer, expressed clear
desire to follow the Constitution in all mattersetpresiding elder who had previously failed to
act declared the work “an utter failure” and thefeoence of February 1877 ceased to recognize
the efforts. When the entire matter was brouglibreethe May 1877 General Conference in
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lllinois, that body declared there were irreguiastin the proceedings and rulings “by which the
rights of some parties have been prejudiced” bufimed to assume jurisdiction in the case.
Believing the mission to be of God, courageousscohtinued the work in a private house on
East Broad Street as an act of faith and petitidhecdconference of February 1878 to restore the
classes as they had been so conditioned in 18&edd, grievances were advanced against John
Fohl, James M. Bishop and August Bickley: Whileytimeay not have violated the letter of the
Discipline, they have plainly violated its spiritwWe recommended that they receive the censure
of the Conference, and also that the Chair admdhisim to desist in the future.

Affirming as Peter and the other apostles that ‘BMght to obey God rather than men,” the
mission was continued. In April 1878, seeing thees no redress of their grievances to be had
from the powers that be, and determined to haveuadof their own where they could worship
in peace, the people bought the church buildinghennortheast corner of Second and King
Streets from the Second Congregation of the Mesttdpiscopal church. In March 1879, at the
Pennsylvania Conference annual session meetindi@amBersburg, grievances were advanced
declaring that officiating for a congregation witithe bounds of the Chambersburg station was
contrary to the Discipline. The name of James &istvas erased from the conference journal.
John Fohl and August Bickley were granted, at thmin request, dismissal from the
Conference.

1879-99 New Directions

How can man deny the work confirmed by the Spitkfd they, continuing daily with one
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from heod®use, did eat their meat with gladness
and singleness of heart, praising God, and hawawgur with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be saved.

In July 1879 a meeting house in Chambersburg wedeatkto the United Zion’s Children, an
organized group having separated from the Bretime€hrist in Dauphin and Lebanon and
Lancaster counties many years prior and now sedkirggtablish missions in the west. Some
gathered with them, but problems over doctrine pradtice — strict Anabaptism and plain dress
— were soon apparent. A small group continuesito day under leadership of Rev. William
Tarner. O for an umbrella under which the faitifulited Brethren remnant might gather!.

In spring 1880 | received from O’Farrell in Indiatiee news of the death of my mother. She
was 95. While her body failed, her sharp mind pedceptive spirit continued to praise God
until the final glory. My brother-in-law had codsired moving even farther west for some time,
and now removed to Kansas.

In May 1880 the Spirit led the writer to Campbelty Lebanon county, for the annual
session of the United Christian Church — for su@s whe name under which the Hoffmanites
had formally organized a few years prior. On motaf George Hoffman, the writer was
admitted as an advisory member and accepted appannto visit and preach within the stations
as often as practical. O to be used again of @qulaclaiming the Word of Life freely within
the beloved Church!

Once the writer supposed that a United Christiassimn might be established in the west —
but the Spirit seemed to lead otherwise. HoffnReifley, Stamm and others O’Farrell and |
knew well. What principled men of God to gathez fhithful together in the east, and how the
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effort was blessed of Him who pours forth the $pifThe movement of these brothers to strict
Anabaptism and their insistence on plain dress,thadlistances involved, determined that the
efforts in Chambersburg should continue seekingvilieof the Spirit.

Our friend and kindred spirit Milton Wright had lmeelected bishop in 1877. The counsel of
his correspondence was inspiration. When his ooat support of the letter of the Constitution
denied him re-elected in 1881, he proved a faitelant and returned to his own Conference
as presiding elder and publisher of a monthly jalragainst secret societies and their
recognition by the church. Praise God.

When the 1885 General Conference met in Fostordg,ONright was re-elected bishop.
The movement to revise the Constitution was nova@ourse that could not be stayed, though
Bishop Wright unalterably opposed each step taken.

In April 1887 | was privileged to make a tour ofns® months to visit my daughter in
Connecticut. That summer | received word of thatkdeof my brother-in-law O’Farrell in
Kansas. He was 65, an age that once to me sedhedbat not so now. It was reported in the
Telescope: He died the most peaceful and happy ddwsve ever witnessed. A few moments
before his death he said, “Thank God, | am almesbss. It is getting brighter every step |
take.” Precious in the sight of the Lord is thattheof his saints.

The 1889 General Conference was to begin in Yorkloarsday, May 9. Bishop Wright
traveled from Dayton to Chambersburg to spend adays in preparation. On Sunday May 5,
exactly 11 years to the day that we took possessidghe King Street building, Bishop Wright
preached from Micah at 10 o’clock. At 2 o’clock kmught the entire Sabbath School on
Matthew 24. Monday he met with Bishop Dickson, vamared our sympathies and convictions.
That evening Bishop Wright dined at the writer’sthle table, and we conversed and prayed.
His wife Susan, who had remained at Dayton, coesnguite ill. His sons Orville and Wilbur
engage in the printing business and other mechaimizaests. Their printing of conservative
United Brethren pamphlets for their father and mtheontinues to earn them recognition in
heaven and on earth. The intercourse extendedhataight. Wright was preparing to dissent,
and others had promised their support.

On Monday, May 13, following “adoption” of the nefgonstitution,” Wright and others
walked out of the meetings on Newberry Street totiooe the true sessions of General
Conference in the Park Opera House using the aftigionstitution. Bishop Dickson, though
torn in spirit, remained with the majority as heltiarewarned.

After much litigation, secular courts decreed iberals (the name given to those of the 1889
constitution) to be the legal continuation of thendmination and the rightful owners of all
buildings deeded to the denomination. The radi¢le name given to those who followed
Bishop Wright) were forced to reorganize and, tog tmost part, erect new church buildings.
And so the “United Brethren (Old Constitution)” st today as a separate denomination with
faithful conferences and congregations parallehtse of the majority faction that changed the
discipline to suit their practices. When all wastled, the King Street congregation joined
faithful sister congregations in the re-formed Pshwania Conference.

Wright informed me that Susan celebrated her physidependence on July 4, 1889. In
spring 1891 | received news of the death of myesisiannah in Indiana. She was 65, the same
age at which her companion had left this earthlyldviour years prior. Her remains lie at Salem
beside those of her daughter and our mother.
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In my advancing age | continued to feel the samadiness to go forth as in former years, but
the chilly winters kept this worn and fragile eamthvessel near the fire. For a few years,
however, | was impressed in the summer seasonki datensive eastern missionary tours.
Being well-furnished with excellent tracts and &fdr holy living, | explored parts of eastern
Pennsylvania and into New York — pointing sinndralbclasses to the Lamb of God that takes
away the sin of the world.

Once after spending some time in New York City|ifgesomewhat weary and the day being
far spent, | sought lodging in a large stately hoteone of the principle streets. Upon entering |
was hailed by the proprietor, a well-dressed andlligent-looking gentleman about 35 years
old. Strange to tell, the host seemed very intuésto know from whence | hailed and what was
my calling. 1 told him | was traveling as a miggoy and my business was to win souls for
Christ. He said, "l am Roman Catholic and am amit know what doctrine you preach.”

| proposed to him if he would call his neighborsl austomers after supper, | would by his
consent preach in his bar room. He readily comskntSupper being ended, the invited guests
came and were seated in the bar room. Last otafie our host, leading his wife — an
intelligent, fine-looking lady. | arose and preadho them Jesus as our only Savior. At the
close a large robust man seized my arm, sayingn&o the bar and | will treat you." Though |
respectfully declined, he insisted to the point kghietold him plainly that if he did not release
me | would call for an officer.

From New York | passed to New Haven and visitedftifamed Yale University. From
thence | visited Cheshire and Waterbury. Thenehs® days in Boston, attended a number of
meetings, and witnessed some remarkable scenese Wre | felt impressed to take a voyage
on the great deep. Being introduced as a misgjotmathe proprietor of one of the largest
vessels in port, | was kindly furnished a free pa&fter 4 days and 4 nights of the most dense
fog that had been experienced for years, which segbais to considerable danger, we landed
safely late Saturday night in Baltimore.

On the Sabbath | worshiped in the memorable OtterGaurch. During my stay | lodged in
the old parsonage erected almost 100 years agarbwarthy founder. | stood by his grave in
front of the church. In this city the Pennsylvafiianference convened in 1840, at which time
your humble scribe was elected presiding elder & @ntinued for 3 consecutive years, the
entire present conference being the district. €hesre days of union and great prosperity for
the church. Now after the lapse of 60 years, tiwdtie body of ministers who then met in the
city of Baltimore have all been called to their Halenreward save this one. Surely we have here
no continuing city. The Lord grant that we may tiaéheaven after the conflict of life is ended.

On September 11, 1895, Mrs. Fohl and | left Chastheg for a western tour. We tarried
over night in the city of Dayton, Ohio, and had ffleasure of visiting our printing office and
having a talk with the managers and employees efallhom gave evidence of prosperity. We
missed seeing Bishop Wright, who was holding canfees in Wisconsin. From thence we went
to Marion, Indiana, which during the 18 years simee were there has become a city of more
than 20,000 inhabitants — with 8 glass manufactuiactories, all run by natural gas. We visited
the State Soldiers Home and had the opportunitiyotding up Christ as our only Savior to a
large number of inmates. We also had the hon@rediching to a large assembly in the church
connected with the cemetery in which our own deather and younger sister are now resting
until the resurrection morn.
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From thence we visited Wabash county and talkeal layge congregation. On October 1st
we went to Indianapolis, where we had the pleastireeeting our eldest and youngest sons and
their families, who had resided there for some geawWe also had the privilege of holding
religious services at different places. An electlievator to the top of the Soldiers and Sailors’
monument, over 300 feet high and costing the sa&e 200,000, afforded a humbling and
captivating sight of a city of 175,000 inhabitanBuring our stay here the city election was held
and the "whiskey ring" achieved a signal victomgnfi which we may infer that wickedness
abounds to a fearful extent.

From that city we came to Dublin, Indiana, to whptace we had emigrated with our family
in 1853 and remained in the vicinity until fall 86 There we had the pleasure of renewing our
acquaintance with many warm-hearted friends, piegclon Sabbath morn in the Friends
(Quaker) church, and in the evening in the Unitedtfen church. Aware this would perhaps
be our last earthly interview here, we took anyetaidin the next morning and by the blessing of
kind Providence arrived safely at Chambersburddhewing day. Praise the Lord!

My Mary received her coronation February 18, 189 ¢ontinue teaching and preaching at
King Street and abroad as the Spirit directs. Mwi& and son-in-law D.D. Sollenberger have
identify with the Methodists, whose structure stbdside the Masonic Temple. Their home on
Washington Street is beside the house in which nayyMvas raised. What a reminder of the
faithfulness of God in preserving those who obesydaill.

1900 A New Millennium

On September 25, 1900, we celebrate thé"l@thiversary of the founding of the United
Brethren Church, for which occasion | have beeredgsk write these memoirs. Bishop Wright
leads the Pennsylvania Conference at our chur€arfisle September 20-23 before departing to
convene the Erie Conference September 27. How gowill be to see my friend again. Our
churches in Carlisle, Mechanicsburg and other pafrt€umberland county do not match the
liberals in numbers, but thanks be to God thatévweals his truth to the faithful. | am content in
the kingdom of God and not the democracy of theldvot pray for the true United Brethren
Church.

Marvelous have been the changes, both in churclstate, that the Father has permitted His
servant to observe. | am now the only survivingrber of the Pennsylvania Conference with
64 years or more of service. Reared in a familyeof children, all of whom with my dear
parents having passed over the river of death, hamwat the age of 85 and waiting for the call.
The river has never appeared so narrow, nor heswerear, as now. My kindred, friends, and
the greater part of our membership with whom | gegbsweet fellowship have long since bade
me adieu.

As a church we need higher attainments, as thergiet@adency is too much conformity to
the world. The duties of reading God's word, serayer, and family worship are not enjoined
upon our membership as in the former years. And gsult we are shorn to a great degree of
our spiritual strength. According to the teachiofy God's word, many who are ranked
nominally, when weighed in the balance, will berfduvanting — "for if any man have not the
spirit of Christ, he is none of his."

To fill our mission acceptably before God we neleel baptism of power all along the line.
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Shall we not have it by humbling ourselves befoosl Gand confessing out faults one to another,
and consecrating ourselves anew to God by giviegHbly Ghost the right of way? Then we
may expect prosperity throughout our boundaries.aml now mingling with the second
generation and expect soon to be identified withrddeemed hosts in the kingdom of heaven.

| close by providing the reader summaries of theistries of Fohl and O’Farrelll, the family
of John Fohl, and a brief account of scripturali§tfanity found in the writer’'s correspondence
published in the Evangelical Visitor of the BrethierChrist and the Christian Conservatorof our
own denomination.

Appendix A: the ministry of John Fohl

1836-37 Clearfield circuit (Pa Conf)
1837-38 Washington circuit

1838-39 Chambersburg circuit

1839-40 Chambersburg station

1840-43 presiding elder, Chambersburg District
1843-46 Shopp's [Shiremanstown]
1846-47 Chambersburg station

1847-49 Littlestown circuit

1849-51 Franklin circuit

1851-53 Lancaster circuit (East Pa Conf)
1853-67 non-itinerating (White River Conf)
1867-68 [supply] (Pa Conf)

1868-69 York Springs

1869-70 Alto Dale [Mont Alto]

1870-71 Mercersburg

1871-72 Mt Joy (East Pa Conf)

1872 retired
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Appendix B: the ministry of David O’Farrell

1844-45 Chambersburg circuit (Pa Conf)
1845-46 [no assignment, living in Indiana]
1846-48 New Holland (East Pa Conf)
1848-50 Lancaster

1850-53 Harrisburg

1853-54 Rocky Springs (Pa Conf)
1854-55 Dublin (White River Conf)
1855-56 ?

1856-57 Marion

1857-58 Fall Creek

1858-60 presiding elder, East District
1860-61 presiding elder, Marion District
1861-62 Antioch

1862-63 presiding elder, Indianapolis District
1863-64 presiding elder, Marion District
1864-65 Antioch

1865-66 Salamony

1866-67 [no assignment]

1867-68 York Springs (Pa Conf)

1868-69 Mt. Joy (East Pa Conf)

1869-71 New Holland

1871-72 Hummelstown-Highspire
1872-72 Highspire

1873-74 Williamsburg (White River Conf)
1874-75 Dundee

1875-76 presiding elder, Dublin District
1876-77 Lincolnville

1877-80 [location]

1880-84 ? (Osage* Conf)

1884-87 Parsons

*The Osage Conference (later re-named Neosho) wested in 1869 and included parts of
Kansas and Missouri.
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Appendix C: the family of John Fohl

1. David Fohl (c1740-12/?/1812)
m. 4/21/1767 Elisabeth Schaedin (c1740-c1808)

2.

2.

2.

Elisabeth Fohl (11/2/1768-1844)

m. John Michael Hoffman

Johannes Jacob Fohl (6/30/1770-1828)

m. Margaret Bittinger - sister of Michael Bittjer
Catharina Margaretha Fohl (9/30/1775-?)

m. Stough

. Magdalena Fohl (c1776-?)

m. Michael Bittinger - brother of Margaret Bitjer

. Johannes Fohl (11/5/1782-8/30/1842)

m Susannah Gilbert (5/20/1784-2/24/1880)
3. Susannah Fohl (7/2/1812-4/11/1843)

m. Solomon Feighner1811-7/12/1886)
3. Rev. John Fohl (6/7/1815-)

m. 3/7/1839 Mary Radebaugh (3/5/1820-2/387)
4. Emma Fohl (6/4/1841-10/4/1842)
4. Cassie (Catherine) Fohl (12/3/1842-11336)
m. Maple
4. Annie A. Fohl (10/13/1844-)
m. David Denison Sollenberger (2/10/1848-)
5. Mary F. Sollenberger (2/15/1876-5/6/1879)
5. Lallie Sollenberger (4/24/1879-)
m. Joseph I. Hickley
4. Charles H. Fohl (3/16/1848-8/30/1879)
4. Dr. Benjamin Franklin Fohl (7/16/1856- )
m. Fannie Davis (12/9/1858- ) - dau of Peter WviBa
4. Sarah Leona Fohl (1861-)
m. G. Howard Peters (1860- )
5. Ruth L. Peters (1892-)
4. John R. Fonhl
4. William Otterbein Fohl
4. George M. Fohl
4. Bernard A. Fohl
4. Susan Fohl
m. Franklin Hotchkiss
3. George Gilbert Fohl (1822-1856)
m. 1846 Jane Peyton (1822-1900)
4. Elizabeth Fohl (1847-)
m. David K. Appenzellar (1842-)
5. Russell Appenzellar (1880-1885)
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3. Hannah Fohl (1/2/1826-4/13/1891)
m. Rev. D. O’Farrell (11/22/1821-6/28/1887)
4. Robert O’Farrell (?-1854)
4. Edwina O’Farrell (11/5/1853-11/20/1875)

Appendix D: Contributions of Rev. John Fohl to theEvangelical Visitor

no. date

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

pages

01/01/93
01/15/93
02/01/93
02/15/93
03/01/93
07/01/93
09/15/93
01/15/94
04/01/94
05/15/94
06/01/94
06/15/94
08/15/94
09/01/94
09/15/94
10/01/94
11/15/94
12/01/94
01/15/95
03/01/95
04/01/95
06/15/95
07/01/95
07/15/95
08/01/95
08/15/95
12/01/95
01/15/96
02/15/96
04/15/96
05/01/96
05/15/96
06/15/96
07/01/96
07/15/96

13-14
25

38

51
69-70
198
278-9
26-7
100
148
161
178-9
250-1
259
275-6
201
350-1
367-8
21

69
101-2
183
207
212-3
227-8
247
357
23
58-9
113
132-3
148-9
179-80
193-4
210-2

title

The Body of Moses (Jude 9)

Honest Christianity (corrupt istiry)

Our First Mission (personal:3)33
Melchisedec

Blessing the Children (agdimfsint baptism)
Sixty-First Spiritual Birthdgpersonal)

Let Your Women Keep SilenctheChurches
Consolation (letter by John & Mrohl)

She Nursed a Child (Moses) etc.

A Brand Plucked (a lady's cosioa)
Depravity and Its Cure

The Guiding Hand (personad9l8ouse fire)
From the East (liberal mimste

A Fearful Incident (1843, Smiamstown)
Amusements (looseness thereof)
Evidences of Christ's Coming

After the Revival (dangers)

Victory Over Death

Past and Future

The Way of Salvation (no den@tams)
Here and There (personalevewf his ministry)
From an Aged Christian (pergona
Second Coming of Christ

Obedience (to Christ)

A True Incident (personalidnd, a cat)
Latter Day Religion

An Incident (personal: 1844rkYGo)
Growth in Grace

Heaven

The Ministry (each does his)par

The Great Commission

Depravity (sins deprives ukle$sings)
Feed My Lambs (God supplies)

Swine's Flesh (against eqtorg)

Our First Circuit (person&@34a, Clearfield)

35



36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78

08/15/96
09/01/96
09/15/96
11/15/96
12/15/96
01/15/97
02/15/97
03/15/97
05/01/97
06/01/97
06/15/97
09/01/97
09/15/97
10/01/97
12/01/97
01/01/98
02/15/98
03/01/98
06/15/98
08/15/98
09/01/98
11/01/98
01/01/99
01/15/99
02/15/99
03/15/99
05/01/99
06/15/99
07/01/99
08/15/99
09/15/99
10/01/99
02/15/00
03/01/00
03/15/00
04/01/00
04/15/00
05/15/00
06/15/00
07/01/00
07/15/00
08/01/00
09/01/00

245-6
261
284-5
338-9
372-3
23
50-1
84
130-1
162-3
180
277
300-1
319
400-1
6-7
68-9
82
222
303-4
322
403
4-5
22-3
63
105-6
168-9
225
244-5
302
344-5
362-3
61
84-5
104-5
127-8
147-8
183-4
224-5
242-3
265-6
283-4
326

Looking Unto Jesus

The Necessity of a General daa

Born Again

Deluded (don't be)

How a Revival Began (1838, altersburg)
Keep Your Mouth Shut (contrgllthe tongue)
City of God (heaven)

Close of the Present Century

Reiteration of Judgments fisaral judgments)
Corrupt Ministry (worse thaarder or treason)
Anniversary Thoughts (personal)

That Mustache (ministers shebl/e it off)
Examples (be one)

Closing of the Nineteenth Cenftime is short)
Second Coming of Christ

Ministry and Prayers Answeigetgonal)
The Witness of the Spirit (lagdhe believer)
Time Is Short (prepare for terke)

The Great Commission

Old Time Religion (we need it)

Radical Truths (corrupt miryistr

Early Piety (importance of yulk belief)
Victory Over Death (hope ofedt life)

| Came to Kindle a Fire (fmescripture)
Higher Life (sanctification istiperfection)
An Incident (1837, Rocky Sgsin

Two Conversions (dark to ligdtan to God)
Spiritual Birthday

Melchisedec

Rights of Women

Rewards (for service)

What Sin Has Done (evils oj si

The Assurance of the Believangsfication)
Christ Our Savior

An Open Letter (plainnessgjeyy

Children Obey Your Parents

Heavenly Recognition

Resurrection (Easter, secondng)

A Review (personal)

Church Order (disturbanceshimrch)

The True Church (salvatioirjtdpaptism)
Time Is Short (life is brief)

A Mystery (unidentified poem)
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Appendix E: Contributions of Rev. John Fohl to theChristian Conservator

no.

01
02

03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

date page

04/29/86
09/29/87
04/28/87
10/06/87
10/13/87
11/03/87
11/10/87
11/24/87
12/22/87
01/19/88
03/01/88
05/10/88
03/28/89
09/12/89
10/31/89
12/05/89
01/10/90
09/04/90
11/27/90
04/09/91
04/30/91
06/17/91
08/26/91
12/16/91
02/10/92
03/23/92
05/04/92
06/22/92
06/29/92
09/21/92
10/12/92
12/28/92
03/08/93
07/12/93
12/06/93
02/21/94
04/25/94
05/09/94
05/23/94
05/30/94
06/13/94
08/01/94

WNNPEBRERNWENDNNNPEDNNNONDNNNNNPEPRPRPOWWWWNNWWERPAAPWOPRPWWERW

title

Humility (oppose conformity arrdip)
Experience and Incidents (hisremsion)
personal news (visit to daugimeéonn)
Experience (1832-35)

Experience (enters the ministry)
Experience (Clearfield circuit)
Faithfulness (need for new birth)
Journeys (Clearfield circuit)
Experience (1837)

Experience (1837)

Experience (1838)

Experience (his marriage)

Heaven (new birth necessary)

Early Piety (conversion lesslikeith aging)
Bible View (creeping liberalism)

A Church received (Reading PA)

My Tour (eastern PA)

Sad State of the Churches (bidakg/ etc)
To Die Is Gain (Philippians 1:21)

Plain Thoughts (Telescope, masscevil)
Time (shortness of life)

We Ought to Know (God's will)
Indorsement (against Calvinism)
Restitution (pay your debts)
Melchisedec (was he really NostwsShem)
The Church and the World (lackkwé religion)
A Comparison (church and school)
Birthday (60th spiritual birthglay

Our First Mission (1832)

Pennsylvania (Radicals doing w&llLiberals)
A Cause (holiness)

Moses (reject idolatry)

So-called Infant Baptism (proszmration)
Sixty-First Spiritual Birthday

Two Bibles (we are a Bible peopkal)
She Nursed a Child (pious mojhers
Spiritual Pollution (human dejirgv

A Brand Plucked (near-death crsive)
Letter (sixty-second spirituathmay)

Old Land-Marks (corruption in teirch)
The Guiding Hand (1849 incidents)
Letter (recent travels)
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42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86

08/22/94
09/12/94
10/10/94
11/14/94
11/28/94
02/27/95
02/06/95
03/06/95
06/19/95
07/10/95
07/17/95
09/10/95
11/13/95
11/10/95
12/25/95
02/05/96
03/11/96
04/29/96
05/27/96
07/22/96
07/29/96
08/26/96
09/30/96
11/04/96
12/09/96
01/13/97
01/20/97
02/17/97
03/31/97
07/28/97
08/25/97
09/29/97
11/17/97
02/16/98
03/23/98
03/30 98
05/18/98
06/18/98
10/12/98
12/12/98
01/25/99
07/26/99
09/13/99
02/07/00
03/07/00

NANWPRARITOWPRWWOINWEARUUIWWNOWONDNNOWODNDNNNOWOWWWWNWWNWWNDNDNWDNW

A Fearful Incident (1843 Shirestawn)

A Solution (worldly entertainment

The Second Coming (man of sthagpope)
Revivals, Converts, and the Sthatee Church
Christ Only

Here and There (1890's, easbem) t

Past and Future (signs)

A Corrupt Ministry (blind leaditfze blind)

A True Incident (1860's, Indiana)

The Second Coming of Christ

Obedience (dress, denial, etc)

An Open Letter (liberal churchpreachers)
Western Tour (1895 visit to Imdipn

The Condition of the Church (laegachers)
An Incident (1844, York Co)

Heaven

Depravity (deal with sin)

The Great Commission (througlhigtbry)
Feed My Lambs (time is short)

Swine's Flesh (don't eat pork)

Looking Unto Jesus

The Necessity of a General Judgme

True Religion (regeneration aattcsfication)
Deluded (by sin)

How a Revival Began (1838, Chastheq)
Keep Your Mouth Shut (1871, ray)J
Closing of the 19th Century (bepared)
City of God (lack of ministeransecration)
Death (spiritual, natural andreth
Sustained (through a recentsfipe

The Ordinances (foot-washingtibap etc)
The Closing Century (modernism)
Second Coming of Christ (sigr\@onders)
The Witness (the Holy Spirit)

Ministry and Prayer Answered @,8dd)
Time Is Short (resist the world)
Anniversary (66th spiritual bitdy)

The Great Commission (focus cgsions)
Early Piety (conversion is léssly with aging)
Victory Over Death (first and et Adam)
Rev. C. Newcomer — An Incidenggad death)
Rights of Women (preach, butaawhinistrate)
Sin (sin Kills)

Christ Our Savior a conversiandent)
Obedience (parental love fosibeglience)
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87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94

04/04/00
04/11/00
05/02/00
05/09/00
06/06/00
07/11/00
08/22/00
08/22/00

ADNNWODNMNNDNW

Heavenly Recognition (atteste@®ayid, etc)
An Open Letter (children, weanimgs, etc)
Easter (God's mercy)

A Bible Session (OT charactesdas)
Church Order (dealing with rowsglie

A Mile-stone (68th spiritual bofay)

Time Is Short: | Corinthians 7(B8 ready)
Saved (Lydia Goble of Scioto eosifice)
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