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Blair County Beyer Family 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

 
 David Beyer (1763-1841) is the patriarch of a family that branched out from 
Antis Township in Blair County to help the spread of Methodism in central 
Pennsylvania, in our nation’s Midwest, and even in South America.  This article 
begins with David and the no-longer-existing Mt. Zion Methodist Episcopal 
Church he established in Antis Township, examines the descendants of four of his 
thirteen children, and concludes with a letter he wrote to his family shortly before 
his death. 

 Perhaps the clearest and most succinct treatment of David Beyer is the 
following account from an 1883 county history.1 
     David Beyer, of whose ancestors but little is known save the fact that they came from 
Germany, was born near Frederick Town, Md., Sept. 7, 1763. The death of his parents 
when quite small threw him upon his own resources for a livelihood. He grew to manhood 
near his birthplace, learning the miller’s trade. He married Miss Sarah Crum, and for a 
few years lived near Baltimore, where he worked at his trade and obtained a start in life. 
He moved with his family to the Sinking Valley about 1797, and located in what is now 
Tyrone township, Blair Co., where he purchased some land, on which he built a brick 
house, saw-mill, and grist-mill. Here he remained until 1833, farming and milling. He was 
a noted miller, and his flour, some of which was sold in Baltimore, always brought the 
highest market price.  
     He sold the Sinking Valley property in 1833, and purchased the mill-site now owned 
by his son, Aaron Beyer. He built a grist-mill, which was then much needed, and which 
did the work for all the country around. In 1809 he joined the Methodist Church, of which 
he was ever afterwards a consistent member. He was licensed as an exhorter and local 
preacher, and followed the calling without money and without price. His house was ever 
the welcome home of the itinerant preachers of that day, and it is said the first services 
held in the Sinking Valley were held in his barn. He raised a family of thirteen children. 
Mr. Beyer departed this life Dec. 1, 1841, leaving his two youngest sons, Abraham and 
Aaron, owners of his property.  
     His son John built a mill on Shaver’s Creek, near Petersburg, in Huntingdon County.     
Three daughters married and settled near Akron, Ohio, where many of their descendants 
still live. Another son, David, settled in Clearfield County, while his other children settled 
in Iowa, Kansas, Virginia, and other States, and at the time of his death numbered, with 
their children, nearly one hundred. 

 Many details about David Beyer’s early life remain a mystery – including 
the names of his parents, although various genealogists and historians have put forth 
several possibilities.  Even the specific and often-cited 1809 date given above for 
his joining the Methodist Church is problematic.  Family tradition asserts that 
Bishop Francis Asbury played a part in David Beyer’s conversion and/or 
introduction to Methodism while he lived in Frederick MD, but we know that he 
moved with his family into Pennsylvania’s Sinking Valley about 1797.  His records 

                                                              
1 History of Huntingdon and Blair Counties, Pennsylvania (1883), by J. Simpson Africa, page 44. 
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from the Baltimore Conference2 state that he died in 1841 in Williamsburg PA 
having been a “local preacher and Methodist [class] leader for 40 years.”  This 
paper reconciles those facts by noting that early rural Methodism did not keep 
official membership records for laypersons and local pastors, and it is quite possible 
that David Beyer was not in a location to join an officially organized Methodist 
congregation until 1809. 

 Cemetery and other records indicate that David Beyer’s son David was born 
in 1796 in Frederick County MD and that his daughter Sarah was born in 1799 in 
Pennsylvania.  While no direct Beyer-Asbury contact can be documented, it does 
seem plausible and consistent with what can be documented that Bishop Francis 
Asbury was indeed instrumental in David Beyer’s conversion while he lived in 
Frederick County MD, that David Beyer began preaching and exhorting on his own 
sometime after moving into the Sinking Valley in 1797, and that he did not formally 
join an organized Methodist congregation until 1809.  

 Sinking Valley is an isolated and sparsely populated region surrounded on 
three sides by mountains and readily accessible only from the north – extending  to 
the south from PA 453, the road from Water Street to Tyrone.  It does, however, 
have a rich history and is the home of historic Fort Roberdeau.3  There is a small 
paved road that exits the southern end of the valley, crosses Brush Mountain, and 
eventually enters Altoona.  There were once active Methodist church buildings 
along PA 453 in Ironville and Birmingham, but none in Sinking Valley.  It appears 
that David Beyer acted as a local preacher in this remote area – self-appointed until 
circuit riders established an appointment in Birmingham in the early 1800’s and 
provided him with credentials.  His lasting influence for Methodism began in 1833 
when he moved into the more populous and rapidly developing Logan Valley, 
between present Altoona and Tyrone. 
 

Mt. Zion M.E. Church, Antis Township 

The history of this church is not well-documented, and the several versions 
available from various sources give conflicting information.  The following account 
has been pieced together from those various sources, beginning with a conference 
journal record of the founding of the work.4 
     In 1833, David Beyer moved from Sinking Spring Valley to a farm near Tipton.  There 
was no church of any kind at that time in Logan’s Valley.  There was one old man by the 
name of Samuel Eaken, who had formerly been a member, had seen John Wesley, and 

                                                              
2 The Baltimore Conference then included central Pennsylvania, and the records of Pennsylvania 
local pastors who were once part of the Baltimore Conference have been transferred to the 
archives of the Susquehanna Conference. 
3 Fort Roberdeau was erected during the Revolutionary War to protect the valley’s valuable lead 
mines from Native Americans and Tories. 
4 Annual Minutes of the Central Pennsylvania Conference, 1876, page 155.  As this is one of 
earliest printed accounts of the congregation, and part of an otherwise well‐done special 
historical record, the information presented is believed to be the best available.   
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heard him preach  in  Ireland.    In  1836, Rev.  Josiah  Forest  formed a  class, David Beyer 
leader. 
     In  1841,  the  society  built Mt.  Zion  Church;  Rev.  Simpson  Guyer  preached  the  first 
sermon in it.  Rev. James Sanks was present, and the next day he preached the funeral 
sermon of David Beyer. 

It appears that the area was already known as “Mt. Zion” in 1841 as some 
early records refer to the building as “the First Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Mount Zion.”  Furthermore, the cemetery at the site dates from at least 1807 – as 
there is a weather-beaten marker at the edge of the cemetery, possibly erected 
during a anniversary celebration, which reads “Mt. Zion 1807-1957.”  

The congregation faced some unique challenges from the very start.  An 
1849 document at the conference archives begins as follows: 
     DEED 
The trustees of Mount Zion Methodist Episcopal Church in Antis Township, Blair County 
To The Pennsylvania Rail Road Company 
     THIS INDENTURE made the twenty‐second day of September, in the year of our Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty‐nine,  between  Aaron  Beyer,  Charles  S. Welsh, 
Abraham Beyer, John Sheer, Louis Palmer and David W. Utley, trustees of the Mount Zion 
Methodist Episcopal Church of the county of Blair and the state of Pennsylvania on the 
one part, and the Pennsylvania Rail Road Company of the other part… 

 The net result was that for the sum of $600, the railroad was granted 
ownership of a strip of land 4 rods (66 feet) wide through the church property –  
with the church responsible for maintaining the fence on either side of that strip, 
and that strip apparently running between the church building and the cemetery.  
That inconvenience and the shifting population patterns eventually led to the 
congregation relocating from the collection of houses known as Fuoss Mills to the 
developing village of Tipton.  By 1879, and possible earlier, there was no longer a 
building or congregation at the original site and the worship services were being 
held in Tipton. 

 The cemetery remains to this day – cut off from the old highway by the 
railroad, but accessible with permission from the 
adjacent landowners, and maintained by a 
committed group of local historians.  Having 
been carefully restored, it was rededicated in 
2017.  In 1917, however, there had been an effort 
to exhume and relocate the bodies of those 
interred there.  The following two articles 5 
discuss those efforts – although they appear to 
give inaccurate historical information about the 
Mount Zion church and cemetery. 

                                                              
5 Altoona Tribune, March 31, 1917 and April 6, 1917. 
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FIGHT SCHEME TO ABOLISH CEMETERY 
Mt. Zion Under Fire, Residents of Lower Antis Staunch in Support 

     Admitting that it is unnecessary as a burial place, but not wishing to interfere with the 
undisturbed slumber of their beloved, residents of  lower Antis township are  fighting a 
movement to abolish the Mt. Zion cemetery, one half mile east of Tipton. 
     Mt.  Zion was  founded  in  1860.    For  years  it was maintained  in  conjunction with  a 
Methodist church that stood on a now vacant lot adjacent to it.  The church was destroyed 
by fire in 1877.   This,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  Pennsy  tracks  passed  over  the 
cemetery lot, doubly sealed the fate of the plot.  Less than ten persons have been interred 
at Mt. Zion in the past ten years.  The place is without a sexton and now has a deserted 
appearance.   
     Viewed from a health stand, no direct contamination has yet been traced to this cause.  
While the plot might have been a contributing source, it has not been determined as to 
whether it can be held responsible for a recent case of typhoid fever, the first to develop 
in  years.    The  victim  until  recently  lived  at  the  base  of  the  plot.    If  opposition  to  the 
cemetery is offered in the interest of safeguarding the health of possibly a dozen families, 
the health officer is the one to state this objection. 
     The consolidation with Charlottesville cemetery is suggested on a basis of Mt. Zion’s 
having outlived its usefulness, coupled with its being inaccessible since the abolishment 
of the cemetery crossing.  To raise the dead and place them in the other plot would entail 
a donation of land from Fred Bland.  Several years ago an acre of land was given.  This is 
already taken and divided into lots. 
     Thirty persons are interred in Mt. Zion.  The remains of the renowned Sanford Beyer, 
after whom the Bellwood G.A.R. post was named, rest there.  “In their efforts to beautify 
the entire system,” one resident last evening ventured, “it must be painful to the Pennsy 
to have to endure such an eye sore as this.” 
     Should they fail in the project, those active in having the cemeteries consolidate assert 
a petition against Mt. Zion will be drawn and placed in circulation.  To make the matter 
more interesting, those favoring the maintenance of the plot assert that they will in this 
event prepare a counter petition. 

PENNSY MAY REMOVE BODIES AT EXPENSE 
Have Offered Their Services in Alleviating Mt. Zion Situation 

     In  order  to  establish  a  permanent  and  fitting  resting  place  for  a  number  of  bodies 
interred in the Mt. Zion cemetery near Tipton, the Pennsylvania Railroad company, under 
supervision of the Tyrone offices, have offered their services in removing the bodies there 
interred, providing friends of the deceased are willing. 
     Some opposition has been offered to the consolidation of the Charlottesville and Mt. 
Zion cemeteries, as stated in the Saturday issue.  Bearing this fact in mind and not wanting 
to do anything that would antagonize either side, the company generously made an offer 
to bear the expense of raising the dead and transferring them to another plot. 
     A number of persons have been delegated to make a canvass of the section, finding 
out how many are willing to sanction this procedure.  The offer of the company is believed 
most generous, and out of a possible two dozen spoken with everyone readily agreed that 
in such action lies the solution of the problem.  An undertaker has been consulted in the 
matter, he furnishing the material as regards to its legal side.   
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John Beyer (1786-1836) 

 Among the descendants of John, the first featured son of the patriarch 
David, is his son William.  Although there are no known Methodist clergymen with 
this branch of the family, the stories of William and his son Henry are illustrative 
of the Methodist heritage and dedication passed down through the generations.  
Their dates and names of their spouses are given in the Beyer Family Tree in the 
Appendix.  Much of the following information is taken from an 1899 book6 about 
“leaders in business, politics and the professions” in the state of Iowa. 

 William was born in Blair County PA and came to Clayton County IA in 
1845 on land obtained from the government.  A genuine pioneer, he opened the 
road west from Colesburg IA and settled on heavily timbered land five miles out of 
town.  He died in 1849 at the age of forty from the effects of being run over by a 
wagon while moving a family of immigrants.  He had been an active Methodist, 
and religious services were often held in his cabin.  His widow determined to bring 
up their four children in the Methodist faith, and worked to see that each child 
received a good education and eighty acres of land when becoming of age.  She 
never remarried, and she lived a life of prayer amidst the dangers and loneliness of 
the Iowa frontier.  Though they had to walk two miles to their country Methodist 
church, the family hardly ever missed a Sunday service. 

 Henry was barely a year old when his father died, but he held true to the 
faith and the work ethic in which he had been raised.   He eventually owned and 
operated five creameries.  Contemporary biographers report that “he has been a 
member of the Methodist church since the age of 17 and is a liberal contributor to 
its support” and that his children “are members of the Methodist Episcopal church 
and have high, moral aspirations.”  In addition, he was for nearly 25 years a trustee 
and the treasurer of the school that started as the Fayette Seminary of the Upper 
Iowa Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church and is now the University of 
Upper Iowa. 

David Beyer (1796-1845) 

 The descendants of the David, the second featured son of the patriarch 
David, include, as indicated in the Beyer Family Tree in the Appendix, two 
ministerial members of the Central Pennsylvania Conference (Rev. Charles Wesley 
Rishell and Rev. William James Sheaffer).  This came about because David’s son 
John was particularly diligent in living out his family’s Methodist heritage and 
beliefs. 

 John was a prominent lumber and coal merchant and president of the 
Houtzdale National Bank.  He and his wife Emma opened their rural Clearfield 
County home on a regular basis to the young pastors just starting out in the ministry 
who were assigned to the Smoke Run circuit.  Those were the circumstances under 

                                                              
6  Progressive Men of Iowa, Vol. II by Benjamin F. Shambaugh, 1899, pages 134‐135. 
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which his daughters Christena and Sarah met their husbands and opted to leave the 
comforts and advantages of a well-positioned home for the challenges of managing 
a parsonage.  Christena married at the young age of 19, while Sarah graduated from 
Williamsport Dickinson Seminary in 1891 and spent a year studying art, music and 
languages at Wilson College before marrying at age 26.  Both proved to be 
dedicated and capable associates in the ministry. 

 
Abraham Beyer (1809-1881) 

 The descendants of Abraham, the third featured son of the patriarch David, 
also include, as indicated in the Beyer Family Tree in the Appendix, a ministerial 
member of the Central Pennsylvania Conference.  His being a great-grandson of 
Abraham indicates the depth of the Methodist commitment within the family.  That 
commitment was passed on through his grandfather, Abraham’s son Thomas – who 
married the daughter of a Central Pennsylvania Conference preacher.  The exploits 
and dedication of Thomas involving Clearfield County Methodism (as well as the 
Beyer connection all the way back to Francis Asbury) are recounted in the 
following obituary.7 

Thomas Bond Beyer 

     Methodism in Central Pennsylvania lost one of its staunchest supporters on 
December 27, 1906, at Harrisburg, Pa. The name itself is an epitome of American 
Methodism. The Beyer family was one of the earliest Maryland acquisitions through the 
Influence of the sainted Asbury. The Christian Advocate came into the home of David 
Beyer at its first Issue, continued without missing a week through his life, the life of his 
son Abram and the life of his grandson, the subject of this sketch, who was named for Dr. 
Thomas E. Bond.8 He was a Methodist fifty years before his birth; he became a soldier 
seventeen years after his birth, in '63. He attained the higher titles of Christian and patriot 
but always covertly retained the belief that a Republican, a Grand Army "boy" or a 
Methodist could do no wrong. He was one of those men, obscure through a dispensation 
of Providence, whose lives would make such profitable reading were there only Boswells. 
For thirty-five years, his name was a bond in Blair and Clearfield Counties for honor and 
religion. 
     May 26, 1868, he was married to Martha Virginia, daughter of the Rev. George 
Warren, the oldest surviving member of the Central Pennsylvania Conference. To them 
were given eight children, five of whom survive: Myrtle Adelia, wife of James M. Sharer; 
Florence, wife of Joseph Cassidy; Laura Elizabeth, wife of J. H.Croyl; Clinton W. and 
Thomas P. In public affairs he was zealous and efficient, serving three terms as burgess 
of Ramey Borough and later as justice of the peace. In the Church he was a bulwark for a 
quarter of a century. Through his efforts the church at Ramey was built and nursed 
through infancy. In Tipton and Ramey he served twenty-four years as superintendent of 
the Sunday school and as class leader for nearly as long. 
     During his army life, he contracted a fever In the Wilderness which was the beginning 
of a long fight with disease. The malady was a baffling one, which gradually increased ln 

                                                              
7 The Christian Advocate, February 2, 1907, page 39. 
8 Physician, pastor and scholar, Dr. Thomas Emerson Bond Sr. (1782‐1856) was a founder of the 
College of Medicine of Maryland [University of Maryland], a celebrated preacher, and editor for 
three quadrennia of the New York Christian Advocate. 
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gravity until it resulted In partial paralysis and ultimate paresis. There Is sorrow In many 
hearts because of the early decay of splendid powers and the pathetic end of a life 
devoted to the service of others. 

 
Aaron Beyer (1811-1887) 

 The descendants of Aaron, youngest of the featured sons, promoted the 
Methodist faith in central Pennsylvania and beyond in a variety of ways.  The 1883 
county history cited earlier gives the following account and his likeness.9 
     Aaron Beyer was the youngest of the family, and born in the Sinking Valley, Aug. 23, 
1811. He also became a miller, and, arrived at manhood, followed his trade at Union 
Furnace, then for Henry Spang in Canoe Valley, and 
then for his father until the mill was sold in 1833, 
when he, with his father, moved to the present home 
in Tuckahoe Valley, where he has since resided. On 
the 12th day of January, 1831, he was joined in 
marriage to Miss Lydia Ramey, daughter of 
Frederick and Martha (Keller) Ramey. Mrs. Beyer 
was born March 4, 1811. Their union has been 
blessed with thirteen children, namely, Francis D., 
Elizabeth J., Martha A., James S., Catherine B., 
Angeline, Emeline, Mary A., Sanford D., A. W., 
Sarah B., Lydia R., and William M. Of these four sons 
and five daughters are still living, all in Blair County 
but James, who after three years’ service in the 
Union army during the Rebellion spent fifteen years 
in Virginia preaching the gospel of peace. He is now 
a member of the Central Pennsylvania Conference, 
and is preaching in the Half-Moon Valley. Sandford 
D. was a private in Company A, One Hundred and 
Tenth Pennsylvania Infantry, and was killed March 
25, 1865, in front of Petersburg. Of the Beyer family a goodly number served in the Union 
army, five of whom gave their lives, willing sacrifices upon the altar of their country's liberty 
and honor.  
     Aaron Beyer is now the owner of the property left by his father, and built the mill now in 
operation thereon. He has also been engaged in merchandising and other business, but at 
this time (January, A.D. 1883) has retired from business, and is passing away the declining 
years of a long and useful life quietly and happily. He has been a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church forty-six years, and during all that time has been a trustee and class-
leader. In politics a Democrat in Johnson’s time, but for many years a sturdy supporter of 
the Republican party. 

 As seen in the Beyer Family Tree in the Appendix, the descendants of Aaron 
Beyer include four ordained preachers, two Methodist missionaries, and the 
previously noted namesake of the local G.A.R. post.  The preacher married to his 
daughter Martha was a member of the Wilmington Conference. 

Aaron’s son James married a woman from a strong Methodist family who 
had named their daughter after Susannah Wesley. James served in the Central 

                                                             
9 History of Huntingdon and Blair Counties, Pennsylvania (1883), by J. Simpson Africa, page 44. 
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Pennsylvania Conference, and among the children of James and Susannah were 
three missionary-minded young ladies.  Ruth Beyer entered the roll of Methodist 
Episcopal missionaries when she sailed August 15, 1914, to serve in Santiago, Chile 
– where she was joined a few months by her sister Miss Mary P. Beyer.10  Another 
daughter married a Presbyterian missionary/pastor – and had a son that followed in 
the Presbyterian ministry. 

Epilogue 

David Beyer, the patriarch of the family, died in 1841, as was mentioned 
earlier, his funeral being the first such in the newly erected Mt. Zion church.  This 
“farewell” letter11 to his family was written near the end of life while his health and 
faculties were failing.  It is presented here as a fitting conclusion to this article 
lifting up the Methodist accomplishments of both him and his descendants.  The 
Beyer Family Tree given in the Appendix further identifies many of the names 
mentioned in the letter. 

Antis Township, Huntingdon County, Pa. 
August 23, 1839 

Dearly Beloved. 
     It is with great weakness & trembling of body and mind that I undertake to write a few 
lines to you once more in the Land of the Living, hoping that you will make every 
allowance for the manner & state in which I address you.  This I think you will be willing 
to do when I inform you of my rapid decline of life. 
     I am now within 15 days of 76 years old & for the last 10 months mostly confined to 
bed with afflictions and the infirmities of old age.  The first 2 weeks of this month there 
was no hope of my living many days, but past every expectation I have got much better.  
But I am continually troubled with a deep-rooted cough from which I can get no relief. 
     Our friends are well except John Crissman; his complaint is the tisick12 or a complaint 
of the breast, which prevents him breathing and from sleep.  Your Mother has had better 
health this year past than common for years past. I have not seen her this 3 weeks, but 
hear from her every 2 or 3 days. She went on to David’s & from that to John Crissman’s, 
and if I am able tomorrow I shall go to see her. Since she is gone our house is locked up.  
I am sometimes at Aaron’s & sometimes at Abraham’s until we shall conclude upon what 
way we are to live hereafter – until the Lord shall please to remove us from this vail of 
trouble and suffering. 
     Our Elizabeth got married on the 1st Thursday of June last and left us. Since that time 
we have had no housekeeper.  We got our bread baked and our cow milked for a while & 
sometimes one or the other would come and get us something to eat – which seemed not 
                                                              
10 Western Christian Advocate, August 26, 1914, page 12.  Anna P. “Ruth” Beyer was also a poet, 
and her poem “There Is No Death” appeared in The Christian Advocate, April 4, 1912, page 22.  
Susannah Woolverton Beyer was part of the prominent Woolverton family from the Alexandria 
PA area, and she moved to Alexandria with her daughters following her husband’s death – and so 
the Beyer sisters entered the mission field from the Alexandria appointment.  
11 The original letter is in the possession of the Kessler family of descendants of David Beyer, and 
they have graciously made it available on‐line with permission to reproduce it in suitable 
contexts. 
12 This is a disease of the lungs that produces coughing spells. 
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to do well. At last we agreed that your Mother should go where she now is & for me to 
do as I am now doing until we could make arrangement how we should do hereafter.  It is 
likely we shall sell our house and lot & some of our furniture and take our boarding with 
Abraham, but that is not yet settled upon. 
     Samuel is moving from place to place.  He now lives in Clearfield County.  He is 
doing no good either for body or soul.  He has 3 children & the fourth is at hand.  Your 
Aunt Beamer is well – living amongst her children.  Elizabeth married a stranger of the 
name of Feguely.  He is a brick maker & of limited circumstances, but a professor of 
religion. Abraham has engaged him to make 150 thousand this season.  Will is 
unfavourable.  There has been and now is more wet weather than I can recollect seeing 
for many years.  All kind of grain and grass & garden truck is in the greatest abundance.  
Oats is beyond description & I believe a great part of it will spoil with the wet. Abraham 
counts on 500 bushel of 10 acres & about the same quantity of wheat and rye. Corn is 
good – of which Abram has none.   
     Susan Crissman had a spell of the erysipelas13 the forepart of the summer, but is nearly 
well.  David has had some spells of sickness, but has recovered.  Chas Stanosh has a 
lingering complaint like the decay of the lungs. 
     Now as I am getting tired of the pen & of sitting, and not said one word about how we 
are getting along in the Divine Life, lest you should think that our abundant crops might 
make us forget God, I would say of myself that for me to live is Christ and to die appears 
to be gain. Although I am not out of the reach of temptations, yet I have confidence in the 
Lord and believe that he who has done so many & great things for me hitherto will not 
cast me off, nor forsake in my old age, nor suffer me to be tempted above what he will 
enable me to bear. 
     My daily prayer is “Lord, thy will be done.” It is my daily prayer also that the Lord 
would convert and save all my children to the latest generation. As for Abraham & 
Aaron, I have no reason to doubt their sincerity as to religion.  Abram’s wife has joined 
our class and she & Lydia both pray in public and in the family when called on. We have 
20 members in our class, mostly young converts.  They make a good appearance and bid 
fare to become useful and worthy members.  So far we have preaching every Sunday 
afternoon, prayer & class meetings every Sunday – and sometime in the week.  Keziah’s 
husband is leader and Aaron Beyer assistant leader.  And now I am very much fatigued 
and would only say by way of conclusion…  
     Children, love one another & live in unity and brotherly kindness with each other.  
And the God of Consolation be with you all and keep you blameless until the day of 
Christ.  Children, pray for your aged parents.  This is likely to be the last time that I shall 
write to you.  This letter is designed for you all.  I shall be happy to hear from you all as I 
cannot expect to see your faces any more in the world.  So no more.  My best respects to 
you all. 
     From your affectionate parent and well-wisher, 
David Beyer 
Thomas & Mary Rees  
Abraham & Sarah Betz 
John & Rebeckah Botzer 

 
 

                                                              
13 This is a skin infection also known as St. Anthony’s fire. 
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closing comments by the editor 

  The John Crisman [rendered Crissman by Beyer] prominent  in the above letter 
married David  Beyer’s  daughter  Susanah,  their mutual Methodist  heritage  evident  by 
their naming their son John Wesley Crisman.    It so happens that John Wesley Crisman 
married Elizabeth Catherine Horn in a union that brought together two amazingly similar 
Methodist  families  –  John  being  the  grandson  of  Rev.  David  Beyer  (1763‐1841)  and 
Elizabeth being the daughter of Rev. Henry Horn14 (1758‐1845).  Both David and Henry 
were  living  in the south (David near Frederick MD and Henry near Leesburg VA) when 
they  were  spiritually  awakened  through  Francis  Asbury.    Both  then  moved  to 
Pennsylvania (David to Blair County and Henry to Bedford County) where they operated 
as local pastors.  Each built a Methodist Episcopal Church on the family property (David 
building Mt. Zion near Tipton and Henry building Horne’s Chapel near Alum Bank) and 
was  eventually  buried  in  the  nearby  cemetery.    Each  had  a  child  (David’s  daughter 
Susanah  and Henry’s  son  Frederick) who married  and  carried  the Methodist message 
west, eventually settling in Cedar County IA by the time of the 1860 census.  It was there 
that Susanah’s son John and Frederick’s daughter Elizabeth met and married – thus finally 
uniting  in  Iowa  two  pioneer  families  from  different  parts  of  the  south,  who  were 
responsible for establishing Methodism in two different counties  in Pennsylvania.   The 
stories of David Beyer and Henry Horn and  their  extended  families  are  so  remarkably 
similar as to be almost beyond belief.  One can only imagine the conversation in heaven 
when those two finally met and pieced together the providential activity of God in their 
own lives and the lives of their descendants. 

   

                                                              
14 Henry Horn has been mentioned in previous volumes of The Chronicle.  See, for example, page 
28 of the 2008 volume, in the article titled “Great Grandfather James Reily.” 



70     The Chronicle 2020 

Appendix.  Beyer Family Tree  

This abbreviated family tree connects those mentioned in this paper – with pastors 
and missionaries given in boldface, and other persons given to provide necessary 
connections. 

1. Rev. David Beyer (9/7/1763 – 21/1/1841)a 

     m. Sarah Crum (10/17/1767 – 9/25/1845)a 

  2. John Beyer (11/7/1786 – 9/29/1836)b 

       m. Esther Pontius (7/3/1788 – 9/17/1880)c 

    3. William Beyer (1808 – 9/27/1849)d 

         m. Mary Ramey (10/24/1816 – 7/15/1900)d  
      4. Henry Fleck Beyer (5/13/1848 – 4/3/1925)p  

2. David Beyer (7/26/1796 – 4/28/1845)e 

       m. Christena Henshie (2/6/1801 – 4/15/1886)e 

    3. John Beyer (12/25/1830 – 10/23/1910)e 

         m. Rebecca Keagy (7/1/1830 – 4/27/1863)e 

         m. Emma E. Ross (7/9/1839 – 1/18/1913)e 

      4. Christena Elizabeth Beyer (7/3/1869 – 11/11/1958)g 

           m. Rev. Charles Wesley Rishell (7/3/1861 – 8/1/1932)g 

      4. Sarah Ann Beyer (5/22/1867 – 3/3/1927)g 

           m. Rev. William James Sheaffer (7/18/1868 – 12/10/1930)h 

  2. Susanah Beyer (4/26/1803 – 12/11/1876)q 

     m. John Crisman (5/29/1800 – 9/5/1855)r 

  3. John Wesley Crisman (8/10/1828 – 3/2/1880)s 

       m. Elizabeth Catherine Horn (5/20/1826 – 9/8/1901)s 

2. Abraham Beyer (6/9/1809 – 1/28/1881)a 

       m. Elizabeth Williams (2/16/1816 – 5/11/1891)a 

  3. Thomas Bond Beyer (1845 – 12/26/1906)i 

       m. Martha Virginia Warren (1846 – 2/?/1927)i 

    4. Laura Elizabeth Beyer (7/30/1872)i 

         m. James Henry Croyle (1/30/1862 – 6/2/1934)i 

      5. Rev. Robert Raymond Croyle (3/2/1903– 6/18/1980)j 

       m. Helen Elizabeth Riffle (11/2/1912 – 1/4/2005)j 

4. Thomas Percival Beyer (1889 – 10/3/1951)k 

         m. Flora Winifred Lynn (1885 – 3/24/1966)k 

2. Aaron Beyer (8/23/1811 – 3/4/1887)a 

       m. Lydia Ramey (3/4/1811 – 1887) 
    3. Rev. James Stevens Beyer (11/29/1837 – 3/30/1899)f 

         m. Susannah W. Woolverton (3/6/1839 – 5/8/1926)f 

      4. Miss Anna P. “Ruth” Beyer* (19/19/1868 – 3/15/1935)o 

      4. Miss Mary P. Beyer (3/24/1872 – 11/25/1965)o 

      4. Martha B. Beyer (? – 9/4/1973)n 

           m. Rev. Joseph Howard Varner Sr (8/16/1886 – 9/8/1973)n 

    5. Rev. Joseph Howard Varner Jr (10/23/1915 – 2/?/1995) 
3. Sanford D. Beyer (1/8/1844 – 3/25/1865)a 
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3. Sarah Betz Beyer (10/26/1849 – 6/1/1929)l 

         m. Rev. William Ira Bain (10/30/1844 – 5/13/1880) 

3. Lydia Ramey Beyer (1851 – 4/?/1892)f 

         m. Edmund Waring (7/9/1849 – 9/16/1937)f 

      4. Frank Malcolm Waring (6/12/1874 ‐1939)f 
           m. Jessie Calderwood (3/14/1874 – 8/1/1948)f 
        5. Fred Waring** (6/9/1900 – 7/29/1984) 
 
*This is confusing.  There seem to be two different daughters – Anna P. and Ruth.  But 
the two are never mentioned together, and the name Anna P. always appears in one 
context and the name Ruth in another. 
**bandleader of “Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians” 
 

cemeteries indicated by superscripts 

a. Mount Zion Cemetery, Blair County PA 
b. Cedar Grove Cemetery, Petersburg PA 
c. Emory Chapel Memorial Park, Dayton PA 
d. Brown Cemetery, Clayton County IA 
e. Crossroads Cemetery, Beccaria PA 
f. Grandview Cemetery, Tyrone PA 
g. Centre County Me4morial Park, State College PA 
h. Jersey Shore Cemetery. Jersey Shore PA 
i. Beulah Cemetery, Ramey PA 
j. Old Rosemont Cemetery, Bloomsburg PA 
k. Roselawn Cemetery, Roseville MN 
l. Grandview Cemetery, Altoona PA 
m. unknown cemetery, Princess Anne MD 
n. Northwood Cemetery, Cambridge OH 
o. Eastlawn Cemetery, Tyrone PA 
p. Edgewood Cemetery, Edgewood IA 
q. Buckingham Cemetery, Traer IA 
r. Sharon Cemetery, Wilton IA 
s. Masonic Cemetery, Tipton IA 


