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Appendix B:  the 1859-60 Luzerne circuit of the Evangelical Association 
  as listed by Rev. H. A. Dietterich 

Ransom – Ransom township, Lackawanna County.  The first 
Evangelical preaching was done in Ransom in 1858 by preachers of the Wilkes-
Barre mission in the 1854 German Lutheran church.  In 1859 they left the 
Lutheran church and began worshiping in the Gardner home, where they met until 
erecting a church building in 1871.  That building was transferred to the 
Wyoming Conference in 1970 and used until 2008 when Ransom joined with 
three former Methodist congregations to form the present Countryside 
Community UMC. 

Wilkes-Barre, Luzerne County.  This German mission was started by 
the Central Pennsylvania in 1853 but did not endure.  The permanent Evangelical 
work here started in 1871 by the East Pennsylvania Conference and by 1875 was 
having services in German on Sunday mornings and in English on Sunday 
afternoons. 

Gruver’s church – Hollenback township, Luzerne County.  
Evangelical preaching was established here in 1847 by preachers from Columbia 
circuit.  The class met in the Peters school house until the Gruver1 church was 
erected in 1849.  A new church and parsonage were erected in 1869 – the church 
being called Mt. Zion, and the charge being re-named the Wapwallopen charge.  
The four-point Wapwallopen charge was dissolved in 1923 – with Mt. Zion and 
Slocum added to West Nanticoke, Hetlerville added to Nescopeck, and Briar 
Creek to Berwick St. Pauls.  Mt. Zion was closed within a few years, and the 
building razed.  Only the cemetery remains – on West County Road, about 1.5 
miles east of Wapwallopen. 

 
Evangelical Association site, Hollenback township 

                                                           
1 Henry Gruver (1832-1896) ran a store in the village of Hobbie and was appointed that village’s 
first post master in 1852 – keeping the post office in his store.  He is buried in the Solver Maple 
Cemetery on West County Road, Hollenback township, as “Henry Grover” – which apparently is 
either the correct name or a Anglicized spelling he adopted later, but most local histories give his 
surname as Gruver. 
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Pike school house – Nescopeck township, Luzerne County. Within a 
few years the Evangelical Association erected a church building to serve this 
appointment along the Berwick to Hazleton turnpike – across the cemetery from 
the union Lutheran and Reformed Church, as indicated in the 1873 county atlas.  
In 1882 the Methodists erected a building2 there also, and the area now known as 
Mount Zion was known as “Three Churches.”  The Evangelical appointment and 
church building appear to have been abandoned by 18943 and do not appear in 
any subsequent records. 

 
Evangelical Association site, Nescopeck township 

Sagers church – While Deitterich is consistent in this usage, this may be a 
poorly remembered referral to Hargers church, a union Lutheran and Reformed 
building in northern Beaver township – while Davis church was in southern 
Beaver township. 

Davis church – Beaver township, Columbia County.  Evangelical 
tradition states that this structure, now Davis Chapel UMC, was erected in 1850 
                                                           
2 The Methodists called the appointment Schloyersville [aka Sloyersville], and it was on the 5 
point Wapwallopen charge with Powder Glen, Rippletown, Slocum and Stairville that existed 
from 1880 to 1929 – at which point Schloyersville was attached to Nescopeck and the other 
appointments were given (back) to the Wyoming Conference.  Sale of the Schoyersville building 
was authorized in 1939 (page 27), but the actual unfolding of events is unclear.  In 1953 (page 55) 
authorization was given to transfer the property to the adjacent Lutheran and Reformed 
congregation, but in 1955 (page 56) that action was rescinded and authorization was given to 
transfer the property to the Schloyersville Cemetery Association. 
3 An article in the 4/21/1894 Wilkes-Barre News, page 5, headed “HIS DEBTOR A CHURCH – A 
Nescopeck Man Sues the Evangelical Association” states that Jerome W. Pifer has commenced 
action to recover costs and interest from “the trustees of the Evangelical Association of North 
America of Nescopeck township.”  Jerome Wilson Pifer (1859-1955) was the owner-operator of 
the once popular Bernesco Park (pool, rides, picnic pavilions, etc.) in Nescopeck, by the bridge to 
Berwick.  The park closed in 1950 and the last traces of it were washed away by the 1972 flood 
from Hurricane Agnes.  
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under direction of 15 year old Samuel E. Davis – the preacher licensed along with 
H.A. Deitterich in 1859.  That congregation has given four brothers to the 
Evangelical ministry – Samuel E. Davis (1835-1902) and his brothers Charles W. 
Davis (1834-1910), John H. Davis (1837-1924) and William H. Davis.  The 
congregation was transferred to the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference in 1970. 

According to Methodist tradition associated with the Davis church, 
however, the first Methodist preaching in the area was done in 1815 at the home 
of David Davis Sr.4 (1761-1843), grandfather of the four Evangelical preachers.  
The Methodists then erected a church building in 1822 – but the congregation 
disbanded because of internal disputes, and the building eventually came into 
possession of the Evangelicals.  Putting the two traditions together, 15 year old 
Samuel E. Davis then becomes the prime mover in restoring an abandoned ME 
church back into a useful church building. 

Mifflin township – Hetlerville, now Hetlerville UMC.  The Evangelical 
Association meetings appear to have been held in private homes, although there 
was a Lutheran and Presbyterian building erected just east of town in 1830 that 
the Evangelicals appeared to have used at least from 1870 until erecting their 
present building in 1892.  The congregation has never been large and the 
appointment was discontinued for a period in the 1940’s.  The 1952 conference 
journal, page 38, authorized the sale of the building – but the 1953 journal, page, 
page 69, rescinded that action.  An extended statement by Rev. Paul Kleffel 
(1923-1993) who served the charge 1950-53 in the Hetlerville file at the 
conference archives includes the following paragraphs. 

“When I was assigned to Espy charge in 1950 there were four churches – Espy, 
Almedia, Lime Ridge and Hetlerville.  At that time Hetlerville was closed and 
deteriorating on the corner of a field.  A couple people would come to Lime Ridge on 
occasion for service, but not on a regular basis.  The church was closed for 10-12 years.  
Sometime in the late fall of 1953 some of the people decided to hold Sunday School in 
the Hetlerville church on Sunday afternoon.  I was not informed of their plans.  
Someone from the Lime Ridge church asked if I knew about it, and I replied I had not 
been informed. 

“So that Sunday afternoon I went to Hetlerville to meet the people in Sunday 
School.  Someone surmised I was the pastor and asked me to stand.  After Sunday 
School I met with them and said they should plan to have worship service if they were 
having Sunday School.  They informed me they had no money to pay the preacher.  
Since there were four churches on the charge, I told them I could preach every other 
Sunday and I would take no salary until the second month of service.  This would give 
                                                           
4 David Davis Sr. was reportedly born in Beaver township in 1761 and relocated to Philadelphia 
where he became a shoemaker and a local pastor in the Methodist Episcopal Church.  About 
1792 he moved to Sunbury where he continued to function as a local pastor and is favorably 
mentioned in the journal of pioneer Methodist circuit rider William Colbert (1764-1833) – see the 
2014 volume of The Chronicle, page 136.  In 1814 he moved back to Beaver township, was 
instrumental in establishing the Methodist appointment there, and continued to function as a 
well-known local preacher. 
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them time to see how the offerings would come in.  During the second month they 
agreed they could pay me a salary. 

“Attendance as I recall was in the 30’s.  The wallpaper was hanging from the 
ceiling and wall.  The people worked to remove the old wallpaper and then painted the 
wall and woodwork.  A used furnace was secured from a heating contractor in Berwick.  
This replaced a pot-bellied stove.  The men also helped an electrical contractor install 
electricity to the church.” 

Centreville – now named Lime Ridge5, South Centre township, 
Columbia County.  Even though Centreville was on the Columbia circuit side of 
the Susquehanna, it was placed on Luzerne circuit because it was closer to the 
Luzerne circuit appointments across the river in Mifflin township than it was to 
any appointments then existing on Columbia circuit.  The class was organized in 
1851 and erected its church building in 1855.  That structure was used until 1983.  
The property was sold to the cemetery association, and building was razed.  The 
appointment was mentioned in the next five conference journals, and moved to 
Columbia circuit, as follows. 
     1860 – That the presiding elder of Susquehanna District and the preacher in charge 
of Luzerne circuit be authorized to borrow $100 to meet the demand on the church at 
Centreville, provided that said church be deeded according to the discipline of the 
Evangelical Association. 
     1861 – Whereas the case of the EV church at Centreville has again been presented 
before Conference, therefore be it resolved that the presiding elder of Susquehanna 
District and the preachers in charge of Columbia and Luzerne circuits attend to the 
affairs of said church. 
     1862 – That Centreville appointment on Luzerne circuit be added to Columbia circuit. 
     1863 – That the committee appointed last year in reference to the church at 
Centreville, Columbia circuit, be continued another year. 
     1864 – The committee on Centreville church reported that the debt is liquidated and 
the church is properly deeded. 

 

                                                           
5 Brasch’s 1982 Columbia County Place Names, page 131, gives the following account: “During 
the mid-1840’s , several lime-kiln companies purchased twenty-four acres near the North Branch 
Canal, then sold or gave land to workers.  A cluster of houses was built and became known as 
Centreville, for it was midway between Berwick and Bloomsburg, midway between Wilkes-Barre 
and Sunbury, and midway between Towanda and Harrisburg.  Another cluster of houses to the 
west of Centreville was named Lime Ridge, for the lime ridge which was the site for several 
mining companies.  When the federal government establish a post office at Centreville, it named 
it Lime Ridge Post Office – and the entire adjacent developed area became known as Lime Ridge, 
with Centreville no longer existing as a separate entity. 


