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What Ever Happened to… 

James Hogan 
 
 James C. Hogan was born in southern New York in 1861.  He first appears 
in the Wyoming Conference journals in 1884 as a local preacher living in 
Honesdale, Wayne County PA, and progresses normally through the ministerial 
ranks of the Wyoming Conference for several years.  His official service record 
from the conference journals is as follows. 

1887 admitted on trial 
1889 ordained deacon 
1891 ordained elder 

1887-90 Mountain Top 
1890-91 Yatesville 
1891-92 Sherburne  
1892-95 Forest City 
1895-96 Rush (did not report) 
1896-97 New Milford 
1897  withdrew 

 
 Why didn’t J.C. Hogan report to his 1895 appointment at Rush, and why 
did he withdraw from the Conference in 1897?  The only relevant information 
appearing in the conferences journals are two items in the journal of 1896. 

     J.C. Hogan – The name of J.C. Hogan, who did not go to his appointment, 
was called, and on motion of C.H. Hayes his case was referred to a 
Committee of Inquiry, to be appointed by the Bishop. [page 12, sessions of 
April 1, 1896] 
     Committee of Inquiry in Case of J.C. Hogan – The Committee of Inquiry 
in the case of J.C. Hogan reported as follows: 
     Your Committee of Inquiry in the case of Rev. J.C. Hogan, having patiently 
and diligently investigated the case to the best of our ability, and having 
given a full hearing to Brother Hogan and his friends, submit the following 
report: 
1. That no question has been considered by your Committee but the one 
question of Brother Hogan’s not having gone to the appointment assigned 
him by the Bishop at the Conference of 1895. 
2. That Brother Hogan acknowledges his error in declining to go to his 
appointment. 
3. That he expresses regret for that error. 
4. That he promises future obedience to the law of the Church. 
(signed) J.C. Hogan 
(signed) the Committee members  [pages 35-36, sessions of April 3, 1896] 

 
 The above report specifies that it did not deal with the underlying reasons 
for Hogan’s refusal to accept his appointment, and it deliberately avoids giving any 
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hint as to what those reasons might have been.  But while such details may have 
been missing from the conference journal, they were not overlooked by the secular 
press – as demonstrated by the following article from The New York Times for April 
2, 1896, which read in part… 

THE WYOMING CONFERENCE 
The Case of Rev. J.C. Hogan to be Investigated by the Body 

     Binghamton, N.Y., April 1 – The forty-fifth annual session of the Wyoming 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church began at 8:30 o’clock this 
morning, in the auditorium of the Centenary Methodist Episcopal Church, 
the Rev. Bishop John H. Vincent presiding. 
     The most important matter brought up at this morning’s session was the 
case of the Rev. J.C. Hogan.  A committee was appointed to enquire into his 
character.  The trouble with Mr. Hogan dates from the last meeting of the 
conference.  He is a radical Prohibitionist, and at the temperance society 
anniversary made a fierce speech which reflected on his Presiding Elder, the 
Rev. W.L. Thorpe, formerly of this city. 
     At the next session [still referring to 1895] resolutions were offered 
which denounced Mr. Hogan’s language as unchristian.  Mr. Hogan began to 
speak on the resolution, but was stopped by the Bishop.  He was assigned to 
Rush, Penn., but refused the appointment, claiming that it was an 
imposition forced upon him by way of punishment. 

 
 A search of the 1895 conference journal, however, finds no mentions of any 
such resolutions offered to denounce unchristian language by Hogan.  But the 
records do confirm that his appointment was moved from Forest City to Rush.  It 
was no secret that Hogan was an ardent Prohibitionist, and that he had no kind 
words for churchmen whose stand against alcohol did not match his own.  This 
article from The New York Times for January 26, 1893, is typical of several that 
document Hogan’s involvement and rhetoric in the prohibition cause. 

The Church’s Position Denounced 
     Philadelphia, Jan. 25 – “What shall Christian people do about prohibition?” 
was debated at today’s final session of the National Conference of Christian 
Prohibitionists. 
     The Rev. D.P. Lindsley of New York censured the Methodist Church in 
California for asking a member to withdraw because he distributed Prohibition 
literature. 
     The Rev. J.C. Hogan of Philadelphia [sic] denounced the position of the Rev. 
Dr. Wayland1 and the Baptist Ministerial Union of Philadelphia on temperance. 
     The sense of the meeting was denunciatory of the position of the Christian 
Church on temperance. 

                                                           
1 Rev. Dr. Heman Lincoln Wayland (1830-1898) was editor of the influential Philadelphia-based 
National Baptist publication. He was nationally prominent in several contexts, as were his father 
Francis (president of Brown University) and brother Francis (dean of the Yale Law School).  
Criticism of Dr. H.L. Wayland was no small matter. 
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Fortunately where the Wyoming Conference journal is silent, the Scranton 
Tribune newspaper comes to the rescue.  The 1895 conference was held in 
Carbondale PA from Wednesday, April 10, to Monday, April 15.  On Tuesday, 
April 16, the Tribune published a lengthy account of the conference proceedings 
that specifies the Friday evening temperance society meeting at which Hogan made 
his remarks was not officially part of the conferences sessions, and that the 
resolutions denouncing the remarks were not included in the journal because the 
bishop considered them as opinion and not formal motions.  With the thoroughness 
of a court reporter, the Tribune correspondent provided a detailed account of what 
actually occurred.  So as not to break the flow of this article, that account is given 
in the appendix. 
 
 Except for the standard reporting of the fact, the conference journals are 
also silent about the 1897 withdrawal of J.C. Hogan.  Once more it is The New York 
Times, April 12, 1897, that provides the story behind the event. 

DENOUNCED A CHURCH 
J.C. Hogan Attacks the Ministers of the Methodist Church 

     Oneonta, April 11 – The Rev. J.C. Hogan of Scranton, Penn., addressed a 
large audience in a theater here today.  His address was devoted principally to 
the history of his troubles with the Wyoming Conference of Pennsylvania.  He 
claims he was discriminated against by the Church authorities because he is a 
prohibitionist, and last Friday withdrew. 
     He said: “The position and reputation of a faithful preacher of salvation and 
righteousness cannot be safe in the keeping of willfully sinful and partisan 
Bishops and Presiding Elders.”   He alleged that the Church is in complicity 
with the liquor traffic, and the vast majority of the Bishops, pastors, and 
voting members of the Methodist Church cast their influence and ballots for 
the representatives of the liquor traffic. 
     Mr. Hogan concluded by saying that the Conference desired his 
parchments, but he wanted them first to mark them.  He then burned the 
name of the Bishops who ordained him from the certificates, saying that he 
would as soon have the signatures of the meanest rumsellers in the State 
attached to them. 

 
After leaving the Wyoming Conference, Hogan appears to have lived in 

Baltimore MD, Jersey City NJ, and Spring City PA before eventually settling in 
Monroe NY.  Over the years Hogan became less interested in prohibition and more 
involved in socialism and politics.2  He was active for several years in a group 
known as the Christian Socialist Fellowship and traveled frequently to lecture, 

                                                           
2 It might be argued that socialist politics and not prohibition was Hogan’s interest all along.  
While he was serving at Forest City, for example, Hogan was on the executive committee of the 
National Liberty Party headquartered in Alliance Ohio.  Furthermore, none of his political 
endeavors were with the Prohibition Party. 
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debate and recruit for the cause.  A 1911 article in the Altoona Tribune, for example, 
reports as follows.  

Advocated Free Administration of Law 
     Free administration of Justice was advocated last evening by Rev. J.C. 
Hogan, of Spring City, this state, in a socialistic lecture given at the corner of 
Fourth Street and Sixth Avenue. Other questions also were treated. The 
audience was small. 

 
In 1912 Hogan was a Pennsylvania delegate to the National Convention of 

the Socialist Party held in Indianapolis IN.  He was also the Socialist candidate for 
the U.S. House of Representatives for the 8th Pennsylvania District (Montgomery 
and Bucks counties) and finished last – a very distant fourth behind the competitive 
Democrat, Republican and Washington3 candidates.  He was also the Socialist 
candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives for the 26th New York District in 
1920, 1924 and 1926. 

 
Hogan had married a Miss Abbie Falkner in 1887 and was blessed with a 

family of five sons and one daughter.  Mrs. Hogan shared her husband’s zeal for 
socialism and politics and is one of several women featured in “Thumb Nail 
Sketches of Women Workers” in the October 1909 issue of The Progressive 
Woman magazine, page 9. 

                
 

                                                           
3 The Washington party was the name of the Progressive party (i.e., the “Bull Moose 
Republicans” of Teddy Roosevelt) in Pennsylvania. 



James Hogan     55 
 

While he seems to have kept a relatively low profile in his later years, Hogan 
did manage to make an interesting appearance on the front page of the March 3, 
1914, Harrisburg Telegraph as follows. 

FORMER PASTOR OF GRACE CHURCH HITS MINISTER IN FACE 
The Rev. Dr. John Wesley Hill4 Engages in Lively Encounter in Hartford 

POLICE CALLED TO THE SCENE 
Friends Separate Combatants  

Before Officers Have an Opportunity to Make Arrests 
     Hartford, Conn., March 2 – After a debate of socialism in Unity Hall here 
last night, the debaters, the Rev. Dr. John Wesley Hill and the Rev. J.C. 
Hogan, of Monroe, N.Y., engaged in a heated argument in an ante room, 
during which the Rev. Mr. Hogan claims Dr. Hill struck him with his fist.  
Friends separated the two and the police were called.  No arrest were 
made. 
     During the debate the Rev. Mr. Hogan produced what he purported to be 
copies of court records of cases in which Dr. Hill had figured.  The argument 
in the ante room started when Dr. Hill tried to secure possession of the 
documents to prevent their publication. 
     Dr. Hill is president of the International Peace Forum and widely known 
as a lecturer.  He was formerly pastor of the Metropolitan Temple 
(Methodist Episcopal) in New York City. 
     Dr. Hill was formerly pastor of the Grace Methodist Episcopal Church, this 
city [Harrisburg].  He accepted a call to the New York church about seven 
years ago. 

 
James C. Hogan was living in Monroe NY at the time of his death, which 

occurred March 28, 1928, while visiting his daughter and son-in-law (Ruth and 
Clyde Heck) in Allentown PA. 
  

                                                           
4 John Wesley Hill Jr (1863-1936) was the son of Rev. John Wesley Hill Sr (1831-1913) of the West 
Ohio Conference.  He was a noted orator, Chautauqua speaker and political campaigner for 
McKinley, Roosevelt and Taft.  He was one of the “big name” preachers that moved around the 
country, as was the custom then, to serve prestigious Methodist churches in large metropolitan 
areas.  In addition serving Harrisburg Grace 1899-1906, he served in Ogden UT, Helena MT, 
Minneapolis MN, Brooklyn NY, and Manhattan NY. 
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APPENDIX. From the Scranton Tribune for Tuesday, April 16, 1895, pages 3-4. 
 
At this stage the routine of the business was interrupted when Rev. Francis Gendall5 read 
the report of the committee on temperance and prohibition. When the committee was 
called general silence prevailed and the large audience listened eagerly to the reading of 
the report, in expectation that some reference would be made to the speech of Rev. J. C. 
Hogan, delivered at the Prohibition rally on Friday night. No allusion was, however, 
made to the matter, but a strong recommendation was made that the anniversary of the 
Temperance Association should find a regular place in the meetings of the conference.  

Dr. Smith6 asked whether it was intended that the meeting should be similar in character 
to that held on Friday, and was informed that the recommendation was intended as a 
means to "shut out that sort of thing."  

After the recommendation was adopted, Rev. E. R. D. Briggs,7 requested permission on a 
question of privilege to submit some resolutions. The request having been granted, the 
reverend gentleman read the following:  

Whereas, The Women's Christian Temperance Union of this city kindly tendered to the 
Prohibitionists of the Wyoming conference a reception at the First Baptist church in the 
evening of April 12;  

Whereas, The chairman of that meeting indulged in a personal attack upon an honored 
member of this body, the presiding elder of the Honesdale district, using language 
unbecoming to the place and the occasion; therefore 

Resolved, That we, as Prohibitionists, enter our protest against the use of such 
intemperate words or actions, here or elsewhere, in the effort to promote the cause of 
temperance and prohibition, or any other cause.  

Resolved, That while we extend to the Union, our sincere thanks for their welcome and 
respect and to our brother for his unflinching loyalty to the cause, we disdain any and all 
part in, or sanction of, the utterances calling forth these resolutions; deprecating the 
unfortunate occurrences, considering it out of harmony with the spirit of either moral or 
religious reform, and injurious to the cause sought to advance.  

Resolved, That while we grant to others what we ask for ourselves, viz: the right to an 
honest difference of opinion respecting "methods," we pray that the great Head of the 
church will give to us all "zeal tempered with knowledge."  

E.R.D. Briggs, J.C. Leacock, J.F. Warner, A.F. Chaffee, L.R. Weeks, M.D. Fuller, L.C. 
Murdock, W.H. Alger, L.W. Karschner, W. Frisby, P.M. Mott, A.W. Cooper, J.A. 
Transue, J.H. Taylor, M.S. Goodshall, Francis J. Gendall, F.J. Jones, William Edgar, 

                                                           
5 Rev. Francis Gendall (1845-1902), pastor at Jermyn, was secretary of the Committee on 
Temperance and Prohibition. 
6 Rev. Dr. Young C. Smith (1820-1902) was a respected retired member of the Wyoming 
Conference.  He had served on the faculty at Wyoming Seminary, as a district superintendent, 
and as pastor of some of the larger congregations in the Conference. 
7 Edwin R.D. Briggs (1853-1932), pastor at Marathon NY, was chairman of the Committee on 
Temperance and Prohibition. 
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N.B. Ripley, Alex. D. Decker, G.O. Beers, C.H. Sackett, H.A. Greene. C.H. Hayes, J.L. 
Race, A.J. Cook, W.B. Westlake, W.R. Cochrane, H.H. Wilbur.  

Question of Privilege.  Rev. J. C. Hogan rose to a question of privilege, and requested 
that he might be permitted to make a statement as an explanation of what had occurred 
since the last quarterly meeting… 

…when he was interrupted by Rev. Austin Griffin,8 who asked whether it was in order to 
discuss the matter, as he understood that the conference was requested to take no action 
on the resolutions read, they being presented as mere expressions of opinion. The bishop9 
said that he was given to understand that the resolutions had been offered merely as an 
expression of opinion by the gentlemen whose signatures were attached, and would have 
no place in the minutes of the conference, but as the resolutions affected Mr. Hogan he 
thought that there could be no objection to affording him the privilege of an explanation.  

Turning to Mr. Hogan, he continued: "Brother Hogan, let it be understood that you must 
be exceedingly temperate in all your statements today."  Mr. Hogan then said: “On March 
29, 1895, Mr. Thorpe10 called at my house, and after a few preliminary remarks…” 

Bishop Andrews: “No, no; look at the facts. The allegations made in the resolutions were 
that offensive epithets had been used and an unkind spirit shown. You must speak of their 
truth or falsity. I cannot permit any dissertation as to any discussion between a presiding 
elder and a preacher. You must confine yourself to the question raised in the resolutions, 
where the offensive epithets are deprecated.” 

Mr. Hogan: “I asked Mr. Thorpe…” 

Bishop Andrews: “That is not the point, and I cannot allow you to go into the matter.”  

Mr. Hogan: “Well, it is not a personal matter between Mr. Thorpe and myself, but one of 
principle. I am ready to recall one expression where I used a characterization, but I will 
not take back one single word of the charges made. As to offering an apology, I refuse to 
do so. I have been called a crank and a fanatic and I want to know upon what authority 
Rev. Thorpe makes such insulting presumptions."  

Mr. Hogan then began to make wild charges, but the stern ruling of the bishop and the 
overpowering feeling of the meeting soon put a termination to the incident.  

 

                                                           
8 Austin Griffin (1836-1916), financial agent for the Preachers’ Aid Society, was a former district 
superintendent and was often asked by the bishop to chair sessions of conference in his absence. 
9 Bishop Edward Gayer Andrews (1825-1907) had been elected to the episcopacy in 1872. 
10 Willis L. Thorpe (1838-1907) was superintendent of the Honesdale District 1893-99.  This is the 
district in which Hogan had been serving at Forest City, but the district he would no longer be in 
when he was re-assigned to Rush. 


