Annual Meeting goes to

New Windsor, Md.
by Lou Piel

The Baltimore-Washington Conference Historical
Society/Commission on Archives and History invites you
to New Windsor, Maryland and the 2011 annual meeting
of the Northeast Jurisdiction Commission on Archives &
History. We hope you are planning to be with us Tuesday
through Thursday, May 3-4-5.

We will meet in Carroll County, Md. at the New Windsor
Conference Center, formerly called the Church of the
Brethren Center (www.newwindsorconferencecenter.
org). This historic location is the headquarters for many
outreach ministries including IMA World Health, On
Earth Peace and the international gift shop (Serrv-A
gift fair trade shop). Established in 1849 as the first
college in Carroll County, its 26-acre campus combines
contemporary comfort and a tranquil setting.

When we receive your reservation, using the enclosed form,
we will send you a confirmation with additional information,
including a brochure and a map. There are many nearby
tourist attractions, including Baltimore and Washington, D.C.
Let us know of your interest and we will gladly help.

We are planning presentations on John Franklin
Goucher, Preserving the Declaration of Independence, Our
African-American History in the Baltimore-Washington
Conference (you will receive a free video), and a word

from the General Secretary. Choirs from Asbury UMC in
Washington, D.C. will be with us and you will have time to
visit the international gift shop on campus. Our tour will
include Strawbridge Shrine as well as other significant
Methodist locations in Carroll County. Following the tour,
over lunch in downtown Westminster you will hear about
“Corbett’s Charge” and “the Battle of Westminster” that
might have changed the outcome of the Civil War.

[f you have any concerns before you register, please
contact Lou Piel (410-751-9049), Dick Rhorer (869-9434)
or Registrar Gabrielle Patrick (301-577-2947).

We look forward to having you with us.

The 2011 NEJCAH Annual Meeting Agenda

The New Windsor Conference Center, New Windsor, Maryland 21776, 1-800-766-1553
Questions? Call Lou Piel 410-751-9049 + Cell 301-351-6689

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

10:00- Registration in Ziegler Hall (New Windsor Conference

2:00 p.m.  Center) Executive Committee meets in private room.

12:00 Noon Lunch on your own: if you wish to eat at the Conference
Center, reservation is required

2:00 pm. Welcome and Greetings

2:20-3:00  Opening Worship. Rev. Dr. C. Anthony Hunt, District
Superintendent, Baltimore Suburban District

3:00 -3:45 Presentation “John Franklin Goucher and the Origins
of the Central Jurisdiction.” Rev. Dr. Emora Brannan,
President, Baltimore-Washington Historical Society/
Commission on Archives & History.

3:45-4:45 NEJCAH Business Meeting

5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Supper in the Conference Center

Presentation, “Keeping the Air Out: My Experience with
Preserving the Declaration of Independence” Richard Rhorer.
7:55-8:10  Brief comments & video on the Wednesday Tour

8:15 p.m.  Closing

Wednesday, May 4, 2011
7:30am.  Breakfastin the Conference Center

8:30 Buses leave for tour. Strawbridge Shrine. Location of the
original Log Meeting House. Site of the 1800 Baltimore
Conference, McDaniel College, former Western Maryland
College (founded by Methodist Protestants), and other
local historic places.
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Letter from the President
Hi, Everyone,

In the late fall, my son and I visited Buffalo and
Toronto on a "hockey vacation,” attending NHL
games in both cities and seeing the Hockey Hall
of Fame. My intent in telling you this is not to
tell you that it was great fun to see NHL teams in
action, although it was, but to tell you how much
we enjoyed visiting these two cities. Looking at
the various types of architecture was just great!
Buffalo, especially, had some very beautiful and
interesting buildings, from the Victorian homes _
to the Darwin Martin complex designed by Frank Lloyd erght to the Art
Deco City Hall designed by George Dietel, and so much more. The section
of Toronto we visited was mostly modern design high-rise office and
apartment buildings. Of course, when one visits a new place, the tendency
is to look around at everything, but when you walk down the street in your
town, do you look up at the buildings? You probably look at the architecture
on the ground level, but do you look up and see what interesting items may
be incorporated into the design of the upper floors? Try domg that and
see what you may find. Here in Lancaster, Pa, we have an “eaves dropper”

— the face of a man on the uppermost eave looking down at the sidewalk as
if he were listening to the conversations of passersby. And what happens
when you look up at your church, from outside and inside? Is there a
tradition related to the construction of your church building or your church
architecture that your congregants would enjoy knowing?

Obviously, it was necessary to go through security as we crossed from
one country into the next. With only a few questions, we were permitted
to cross the border and continue on our vacation. We are very blessed
that we have the opportunity to travel so freely from one country to the
next. I experienced the same thing this summer as I traveled with the
General Commission to Budapest. Crossing the borders from one country
to another just might be a metaphor about crossing the border from the
outside world into God’s sanctuary. May we all find ways to make that
border crossing as easy for newcomers to our churches as the international
ones | experienced this year.

Speaking of traveling, in this issue you will find information regarding
the May meeting in New Windsor, Maryland. Lou Piel and his committee
from the Baltimore-Washington Conference have a very interesting program
planned for us, so be sure to send in your registration early.

Hope you all had a wonderful Christmas!
Wishing you a happy and healthy 2011!!

Janice Sherick

e ®
From the Archivist

by Jessie Smith

All Conference Chairs are asked to follow the recommended format for
Conference Historical Reports to the NE] CAH annual meeting, as follows.
These will be deposited in The Archives Center at Drew University.

Report Heading: Conference Name, Date of Report, Signature of Preparer

Conference Chairs: Please attach to your Report a photo (8.5” x 11”)
of your Conference Archive Center/Site. This will be an addition to your
Report, for archival purposes. A display of the archival sites will be
presented at the May 2011 NEJ CAH Annual Meeting.

?j Thank you!
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From the General Secretary:

On Friday, September 24, [ accompanied the directors
and staff of the General Commission on Christian Unity
and Interreligious Concerns to the site of the Sand Creek
Massacre of November 29, 1864, in eastern Colorado.
GCCUIC planned this trip in response to the resolution
adopted at the 2008 General Conference calling on that
agency to plan an Act of Repentance for the 2012 General
Conference recognizing the injustices done to indigenous
peoples. (See the Book of Resolutions, pages 437-439.)

In addition, the 1996 General Conference adopted a
resolution entitled, “Support Restitution to the Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma for the Sand Creed
Massacre.” The importance of the historical aspects of
these two resolutions compelled me to journey with
GCCUIC to Sand Creek. It was a powerful and moving
experience.

The specific Methodist connection was through the
commanding officer of the military unit that carried out
the raid. He was Col. John Milton Chivington, referred to
in the resolution of 1996 as “a Methodist lay preacher.”
The Encyclopedia of World Methodism indicates that he
was ordained and stationed at Zoar Church in the Goshen
District of the Ohio Conference in 1844. I have not been
able to find a Goshen District or his ordination in the
minutes of the annual conferences at that time. Instead,
I found that he was admitted “on trial” in 1848 in the
Illinois Conference; in 1849 transferred to the Missouri
Conference; 1850 admitted into full connection, elected
but not ordained deacon; 1851 ordained deacon; 1852
elected and ordained elder; and in 1853 appointed to
the Wyandott, Delaware, and Shawnee Indian Mission in
the Platte Mission District of the Missouri and Arkansas

Conference. For the rest of the 1850s, he was a member
of the Kansas-Nebraska Conference.

Most importantly for the story of Sand Creek was his
appointment as Presiding Elder of the Rocky Mountain
District of the Kansas-Nebraska Conference in 1860. In
1862 he located and was left without an appointment.
This enabled him to assume a military command and
not to be limited to serving as a chaplain. In 1868 he
returned to Nebraska and was readmitted “on trial”

He was appointed as Agent of the Conference Church
Extension Society on the Nebraska City District and was a
member of the Nebraska City quarterly conference. What
does this say about the attitudes of the church and of the
dominant population when someone with Chivington’s
record is readmitted “on trial?” In 1870 he “located”
again. He died in 1894.

My interest in this history is to clarify Chivington's
place in the Methodist Episcopal Church because he is so
often referred to as Methodist clergy. Beyond Chivington,
however, are the broader issues of the complicity of the
church in brutality against Native Americans, the attitude
of society in general, and how to insure justice and
equity for indigenous peoples today. The link of today’s
United Methodists to Sand Creek through Chivington’s
place in the church is open to historical scrutiny but
the obligation of United Methodists to address the
contemporary injustices suffered by Native Americans is
an imperative of faithful discipleship.

- Robert Williams, General Secretary,
General Commission on Archives and History

Old St. George’s announces master plan

Historic St. George's Church’s Administrative Council
has formed task groups to explore paths toward
supporting and sustaining its dual missions as vital
congregation of Philadelphia and as a first class historic
site, welcoming visitors from around the nation and
the world. A master plan developed with John Milner
Architects, which specializes in historic churches,
includes capital improvement projects for safety,
handicapped accessibility, and a stairway-free entrance

from the New Street courtyard. St. George’s hopes that
perhaps and angel or two might see fit to fund an item
on their wish list, such as developing a National Historic
Landmark Application (estimated cost $12,400);
renovations to the museum and archives ($2,100);

tree trimming and pruning ($2,100); repairing and
refinishing the 4th Street doors ($3,000); or repairing
and refinishing rotting church window frames ($3,000).
For more information, see www.historicstgeorges.org or
call Rev. Fred Day at 215-925-7788.

The 2011 NEJCAH Annual Meeting Agenda cont.

12:10 p.m.
1:30-2:30

Arrive at Westminster UM Church for lunch

Video presentation “We Have Come This Far by Faith:
Celebrating the Past: Envisioning the Future” - African-
Americans in the Baltimore-Washington Conference of
the United Methodist Church. Speaker: Dr. William B.
McClain, Professor, Wesley Theological Seminary

2:45 Depart for the Conference Center

3:30-4:15  Dr. Robert Williams, General Secretary, GCAH, “Does
United Methodism have a usable past?”

4:00-5:00  Break: Time to visit the International Gift Shop

5:30 p.m.  Supper in the Conference Center

7:00 pm.  Video on Lovely Lane Museum, Baltimore

7:30-8:30  Choral Presentation, Choirs from Asbury UM Church,
Washington, D.C.

Thursday, May 5, 2011

7:30 am.  Breakfastin the Conference Center
8:30am.  Worship led by Frederick (Md.) District Superintendent,
Rev. Terri Rae Chatin
9:00 am.  NEJCAH Business Meeting
11:00 am. Closing Worship
12:00 Noon  Departure and lunch on your own. Reservations are

required if you wish to eat at the Conference Center.
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The West Virginia Conference invites you to the 225th anniversary of Rehoboth Church, a United Methodist Heritage
Landmark, and the oldest extant Protestant church west of the Alleghenies. Francis Asbury visited the log church,
completed in 1786, several times. It is located on State Route 3, 1.5 miles east of Union WV. The anniversary event will be
held on June 25, 2011. More information will be provided in the April 2011 NE]J Bulletin. 1935 photograph courtesy of
the WV Conference Archives.

Enduring Flame still available

Enduring Flame: The History of the Troy Conference, 1982-2010, by Ralph Marino, is still available for
purchase for $15 plus $3 shipping (total $18). Please note: checks should be made payable to the Upper New
York Annual Conference. This is a change from the original notice in the October NE] Bulletin. Orders should
be sent to Karen Staulters, Upper New York Annual Conference, 396 Louden Road, Saratoga Springs NY 12866.
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