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FRANCIS SCOTT KEY 

Francis Scott Key, famed as the author of the "Star Spangled Banner," 
was at one time intimately associated with the United Brethren in Christ. 
His home was at Keysville, Carroll County, Md. Rev. John Snook, a local 

United Brethren preacher, lived there and was 
a close friend of Key. They organized a Sun
day School. Snook served as the spiritual le!ider, 
while Key was sec;retary. Key also donated the 
song books and led the singing. Snook and 
Key went together on evangelistic tours. To
gether they visited the old Jerusalem Church, 
near Myersville, where Snook preached and Key 
"raised the tunes." The tuning-fork used by 
Key is still in the possession of the Myersville 
congregation and is used at the annual "Old 
Folks' Meetings" in "raising the tunes." In 
1828 Francis Scott Key donated a plot of ground 

Francis Scott Key in Keysville for the purpose of erecting a union 
chapel there-upon. Methodist, United Brethren, 

Lutheran and Reformed people shared the building. The United Breth
ren congregation flourished for a while but after the death of John Snook 
in 1872 the work declined and our interest was sold to the Reformed 
congregation in 1889. 

A JOHN BROWN ANECDOTE 

John Brown, famed for his efforts to free the slaves by armed force, 
was a resident of Chambersburg during the summer of 1859. He assumed 
the name of Isaac Smith and pretended_ to be a mining engineer in search 
of mineral lands, but all the while he w~s laying secret plans for his 
famous raid on the arsenal at Harper's Ferry, W. Va., Brown rented a 
farm on the Maryland side of the Potomac, just opposite Harper's Ferry, 
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and began gathering a supply of arms, including hundreds of pikes and 
spears, with which to arm the slaves he hoped to emancipate. 

Mt. Carmel U. B. Church, Rohrersville Charge, was being built that 
summer. As Brown's men drove their teams past the church the work
men visited with the teamsters, and asked what was in the boxes in the 
wagons. They were told the contents were farming implements. The 
suspicious workmen then asked why they were packed in double boxes. 
Rev. I. K. Statton was the pastor at the time. 

Rev. J. S. Grimm, a member of Virginia Conference, who lived at 
Rohrersville, preached in Sample's Manor Union Church October 16, 
1859, on the text, "I must work the works of him that sent me while it is 
day; the night cometh when no man can work" (John 9:4). John 
Brown was in the congregation, a very attentive listener. The following 
night the insurrection was started which culminated in the Civil War. · 

FAMOUS EXPLORER BEFRIENDED BY UNITED BRETHREN 

·In June, 1862, a twenty-two year old Confederate soldier, recently 
distharged from. the service, was making his way over rough roads and 
fields from Harper's Ferry, W. Va., to Hagerstown. He was desperately 
ill, emaciated, ragged and penniless. When he came to the farm of 
Ezra Baker, halfway between Keedysville and Boonsboro, he could go 
no further and was taken in by that family and nursed back to health, 
remaining several months. Today a bronze tablet on this farm home calls 
attention to the fact that the youth thus befriended was none other than 
Sir Henry Morton Stanley, the famous African explorer. Following the 
recovery of his health the yohilg man became a journalist. When Living
stone seemed lost in the juri'gles of Africa in 1869, Stanley was sent to 
find him. For over a year he searched in the heart of the Dark Continent 
before he located Livingstone. Many other expeditions were undertaken 
by Stanley resulting in valuable contributions to science and map-making. 
Settling in England, Stanley had the highest honors heaped upon him by 
the Royal Geographical Society, Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh and 
other Universities, and was elected to Parliament. He wrote many books 
of permanent value. Stanley died in 1902. 

AN ANSWERED PRAYER 

At a camp-meeting held on Jefferson Circuit about the year 1880 or 
1881, the pastors of York Second, Woodbury (Otterbein Memorial, Balti
more), and Hanover churches asked for prayer in behalf of their respective 
churches, the outlook being anything but bright for the future of those 
congregations. Rev. A. Rudisill was asked to lead in prayer. It is re
ported that he prayed as follows: "O Lord, we come before thee upon 
this occasion to pray especially for these three churches, of whose pressing 
needs their pastors have spoken. They come here and earnestly request 
us to help them with our united prayers. Now, 0 Lord, we come to 
thee for help. Here is Woodbury (Otterbein Memorial), one of our 
most successful missions in the work of saving souls, but they are all 
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very poor. They have the people, many members, bµt they have no 
money. 0 Lord, give them money. Here also is . Hanover, where we 
have a very small congregation of wealth, as Auntie Lohr is able and. 
willing to support the work most liberally, but where we have no 
people. 0 Lord, come to the help of Hanover and send to them the 
people. Then there also is York Second Church, which is in the worst 
predicament of all. 0 Lord, have mercy on this church for it has neither 
money nor people. 0 Lord, come to the help of this church and give 
it both money and people, for His Name's sake, Amen." (See Landmark 
History, pages 188-189.) 

As reported to the 1937 conference Otterbein Memorial Church now 
has a membership of 836 and raised for all purposes last year $12,677.00; 
Hanover Church now has a membership of 477, and gave $7,809.00; 
York Second's membership is 671 and last year's giving amounted. to 
$12,262.00. The buildings owned by these congregations are among the 
finest in the denomination. 

CENTENNIAL SERVICES 

(From the Pa. Conf. Minutes of 1889) 

"Just one hundred years ago the Pennsylvania Conference held its first 
session in the old Otterbein Church, corner Conway and Sharp streets, 
Baltimore, Md. Therefore it was fitting that there should be a centennial 
service held during Conference and in the old Otterbein Church. A 
motion was made to that effect in the United Brethren preachers' meeting 
of Baltimore, and the time was set for Thursday evening; February 28th. 
Before the time to begin the service the old historic·church was crowded 
to overflowing, and when the time arrived to commence the services the 
large choir, composed of members and friends of the various United 
Brethren churches of the city, sang "Our Centennial," after which Rev. 
Z. A. Colestock led in prayer. The singing throughout was grand. Jacob 
Greasley, one of the oldest members of the Otterbein · Church, read a 
Scripture lesson from Otterbein's Bible. Rev. Wm. Mittendorf read an 
address, entitled, "Mother's Welcome." This was an excellent and ap
propriate paper, and at the close the old chimes, placed in the tower one 
hundred years ago, rang out peals of welcome that touched every heart. 
Rev. J. P. Miller, D. D., read an address entitled, "The United Brethren 
in Baltimore." This was carefully prepared and well-delivered address, as 
was also the address of Bishop J. Dickson, D. D., entitled, "One Hundred 
Years Ago," and that of C. T. Stearn, entitled, "Our Conference Future." 
Bishop N. Castle presided and spoke a few words that were also very 
appropriate to the occasion. The church was handsomely decorated and 
surpassed anything of the kind it has yet been our privilege to see. It 
was a grand service and will nut soon be forgotten by those who ·were· 
present." 

(Note: This conference was held in Scott St. Church and the meet
ing in the Old Otterbein Church was in the nature of a pilgrimage. J. R. 
Hutchison was the secretary and wrote the above article.-Editor.) 
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CHURCH. MEMBERSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 1936-37 

NAME OF NAME OF NAME OF 

CHARGE CHURCH PASTOR 

1 Baltimore, Otterbein -----Otterbein ------ M. H. Welty __ 177_1 
2 Baltimore, Scott St. -----Scott Street ---- F. W. Mund __ 1855 
3 Baltimore, Fulton Ave. --- Fulton Avenue-· G. B. Sprenkle _ 1867 
4 Baltimore, Trinity -------Trinity ---- ·--- P. 0. Shettel __ 1924 
5 Baltimore, Salem -------Salem --------- F. T. Kohler __ 1871 
6 .Baltimore, Otterbein -----Otterbein Mem'l P. R. Koontz __ 1871 
7 Baltimore, Fra.nklin St. -- Franklin St.Mem' B. F. Blubaugh _ 1893 
8 Boiling Springs ---------Otterbein ------ C. C. Miller ____ 1843 
9 Boonsboro --------------Boonsboro ----- F. L. Stine ---- 1780 

10 Monroe ------ ---------------- 1851 
11 Benevola ----- ---------------- 1848 
12 Mt. Lena ----- ---------------- 1878 
13 Carlisle ----------------Grace ---------I. S. Ernst ----- 1894 
14 Chambersburg, First -----First ---------- J. S. Glen ----- 1823 
15 Chambersburg, Park Ave. Park Avenue --- W. F. Kohler 1925 
16 Chewsvi!le-Shiloh ------- Chewsvi!le ----- E. R. Andrews -- 1805 
17 Shiloh ------- ---------------- 1869 
18 Dallastown -------------Bethlehem ----- R. J. Tyson __ 1838 
19 Dillsburg --------------Dillsburg ------ D. J. March --- 1894 
20 Arnolds ----- ---------------- , 1856 
21 Mt. Zion ---- ---------------- 1854 
22 Chestnut Grove---------------- 1864 
23 Dover -----------------Dover --------- H. D. Boughter_ 1851 
24 Bethany ----- ---------------- 1861 
25 Rohlers ------ ---------------- 1870 
26 Maytown ---- ---------------- 1871 
27 Salem ------- ---------------- 1844 
28 Harmony Grove---------------- 1866 
29 Duncannon --- ----------Duncannon ---- H. P. Baker --- 1845.· 
30 Emigsville-Saginaw ------ Emigsville ----- W. R. Glen --- 1871 
31 Saginaw ----- ---------------- 1870 
32 Enola ---------·---- - -----Enola --------- H. T. Boyer ___ 1905 
33 Fayetteville -------------Fayetteville ---- H. E. Zech ____ 1869 
34 Zion -------- ---------------- 1819 
35 Mt. Union --- ---------------- 1850 
36 Frederick ---------------Centennial Mem'l DeWitt P. Zuse 1873 
37 Gettysburg -------------Gettysburg ----- N. B. S. Thomas 1890 
38 Salem ·--------------- 1840 
39 Biglerville ___ ·--------------- 1873 
40 Greencastle ------------- Greencastle ____ C. N. Mundis __ 1816 
41 Greenmount ------------ Greenmount ___ D. K. Reisinger _ 1851 
42 Hagerstown, St. Paul ____ St. Paul ------- F. ·B. Plummer _ 1790 
43 Hagerstown, Grace ______ Grace --------- G. I. Rider 1896 
44 Hagerstown, Emmanuel __ Emmanuel _____ P. E. Holdcraft _ 1924 
45 Hanover ----------------Hanover ------- G. C. Daugherty 1831 
46 Wentz ------- ---------------- 1850 
47 Jefforson-Greenmount ____ Jefferson A. C. Crone ___ 1847 
48 Greenmount ____________ .:_____ 1890 

49 Barts -------- ---------------- 1846 
50 Keedysville -------------Keedysville ---- J. B Reed, ]1·. __ 1774 
51 Lemasters --------------Lemasters L. M. Kauffman 1881 
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52 St. Thomas ___ ----------------
53 Edenville ----------------
54 Mercersburg _ ----------------
55 Lemoyne ---------------Calvary -------- P. E. Cooper __ _ 
56 Manchester, Md. ________ Manchester ----I. G. Naugle __ 
57 Millers ------ ----------------
58 Bixlers ------ ------- ---------
59 Mt. Zion ____ ----------------
60 Manchester, Pa.,-Jerusalem Manchester ---- G. W. Strine __ 
61 Jerusalem ---- ----------------
62 Marion-St. John's --------Marion -------- J. W. Yohe __ _ 
63 St. John's ____ ----------------
64 Mechanicsburg ----------Mechanicsburg _ C. G. Stambach _ 
65 Mechanicsburg Circuit ___ Youngs -------- W. C. Wachter _ 
66 Mt. Zion ____ ----------------
67 Middlesex ___ ----------------
68 Middleburg, Mt Tabor __ Middleburg J. A. Yost ___ _ 
69 Mt. Tabor ___ ----------------
70 Middletown, Pleas't Valley Middletown A. W. Garvin _ 
71 Pleasant Valley----------------
72 Mont Alto-Quincy _______ Mont Alto _____ R. C. Oyer ___ _ 
73 Quincy ------ ----------------
74 Mt. Olivet -------------Mt. Olivet C. L. Thompson 
75 Mt. Tabor --------------Mt. Tabor _____ G. E Snyder __ _ 
76 Clines ----------------
77 Mt. Zion ____ ----------------
78 Mount Wolf ------------Mount Wolf ___ R. R. Zeigler __ _ 
79 Myersville --------------Myersville D. R. Fair ___ _ 
80 Pleasant Walk·---------------
81 Wolfsville ___ ·---------------
82 Garfield _____ --·.c ____________ _ 
83 Newburg ---------------Newburg ______ S. F. Christman _ 
84 Otterbein ____ ----------------
85 Hopewell ____ ----------------
86 Mt. Tabor ___ ----------------
87 New Cumberland, Trinity Trinity -------- L. W. Lutz 
88 New Cumberland, Com. Community ____ D. F. Mowrey _ 
89 Oakville --------------- Oakville ------- P. M. Slenker __ 
90 Hay's Grove _ ----------------
91 Big Spring ___ ----------------
92 Bethany _____ ----------------
93 West Hill ___ ----------------
94 Orrtanna ---------------Mt. Carmel B. P. S. Busey __ 
95 Mt. Hope ___ ----------------
96 Mt. Calva,ry __ ----------------
97 Bethlehem ___ ----------------
98 Gardners ____ ----------------
99 Mt. Victory ____ ----------------

100 Rayville ----------------Pine Grove ____ H. L. Fehl ___ _ 
101 St. Paul's ____ ----------------
102 Salem _______ ----------------
103 Cedar Grove __ ----------------
104 Red Lion ---------------Red Lion ------ M. R. Fleming _ 
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CHARGE 
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CHURCH 

NAME OF 
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105 Red Lion Circuit --------Zion ---------- M B. Heiland _ 
106 Pleasant Grove----------------
107 Adamsville ___ ----------------
108 St. Paul's ____ ----------------
109 Rohrersville-Mt. Carmel -- Rohrersville ____ C. R. Sechrist __ 
110 Mt. Carmel ___ ----------------
111 Scotland ---------------Scotland -------A. M. Funk ___ _ 
112 Salem ----------------
113 Strasburg ____ ----------------
114 Keefers ______ ----------------
115 Shepherdstown ----------Shepherdstown _ E. E. Redding __ 
116 Shermans Dale ---------- Shermans Dale _ J. S. Stambach _ 
117 Youngs ----------------------
118 Reibers ------ ----------------
119 Snyders ______ ----------------
120 Dellville __ 7 _ ----------------

121 New Bloomfield _______________ _ 
122 Shippensburg -----------Messiah ------- E. E. Spatz 
123 Shiremanstown ----------Shiremanstown _ R. A. Strasbaugh 
124 Springet ---------------- Springet ------- H. C. Kottler __ 
125 Druck Valley _ ----------------
126 Hallam ______ ----------------
127 Tilden ______ ----------------
128 Spring Run ------------ Spring Run ____ W. I. Kauffman 
129 Bethel -----------------------
130 Carrick ----------------
131 Amberson ____ ----------------
132 Spry -------------------Otterbein ______ B. D. Rojahn __ _ 
133 Taneytown-Harney -------Taneytown ----- P. D. Emenheiser 
134 Harney ______ ----------------
135 Thurmont --------------Thurmont ------ H. E. Krone __ _ 
136 Deerfield ----------------
137 Eyler's Valley_----------------
138 Walkersville-Mt. Vernon _Walkersville ___ J. W. Fisher __ _ 
139_ . Mt. Vernon __ ----------------
140 Washington ------------Memorial ------ S. }3. Daugherty 
141 Waynesboro ------------First ---------- C. M. Ankerbrand 
142 West Fairview ----------West Fairview _ J. H. Schmitt __ 
143 Williamsport -----------Rehobeth ______ W. M. Beattie _ 
144 Otterbein ____ ----------------
145 Big Pool ____ ----------------
146 Windsor ---------------Windsor _______ C. M. Sparrow _ 
147 Winterstown ------------Winterstown ___ G. A. Brown __ 
148 Wormleysburg ----------St. Paul's ______ G. A. Heiss ___ _ 
149 Yoe -------------------Salem --------- J. H. Lehman __ 
150 York, First -------------First __________ P. E. V. Shannon 
151 York, §econd -----------Second -------- P. E. Rhineha.rt 
152 York, Third ------------Third --------- J. I. Green ___ _ 
153 York, Fourth -----------Fourth -------- E. W. Leech __ _ 
154 York, Fifth -------------Fifth ---------- H. W. Zuse __ _ 
155 York Haven-Ple's't Grove York Haven ____ F. B. Emenheiser 
156 Pleasant Grove----------------

Total --------
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REPORT OF STATIONING COMMITTEE-1937 

Presiding Bishop -------------------------- G. D. Batdorf 
Conference Superintendent -------------------- John H. Ness 
Baltimore, Scott Street ---------------------- Fred W. Mund 
Baltimore, Fulton Ave. ------------------- G. B. Sprenkle 
Baltimore, Salem --------------------------- F. T. Kohler 
Baltimore, Otterbein Memorial -------------- P. R. Koontz 
Baltimore, Otterbein --------------------- Mervie H. Welty 
Baltimore, Trinity -------------------------- P. 0. Shettel 
Biglerville ------------------------------------ H. 0. Sipe 
Boiling Springs -------------------------- J. B. Reed, Jr. 
Boonsboro ------------------------------------ F. L. Stine 
Carlisle -------------------------------------- Ira S. Ernst 
Chambersburg, First ----------------------- J. Stewart Glen 
Chambersburg, Park Ave. ------------------- W. F. Kohler 
Chewsville ________ ------------------------ E. R. Andrews 
Dallastown ------------------------------------ R. J. Tyson 
Dillsburg ----------------------------------- D. J. March 
Dover --------------------------------- H. Dixon Boughter 
Duncannon ---------------------------------- H. P. Baker 
Einigsville · ----------------------------------- W. R. Glen 
Enola -------------------------------------- H. W. Zuse 
Fayetteville -------------------------------- Harry E. Zech 
Frederick -------------------'----------------- J. H. Schmitt 
Gettysburg ------------------------------- N. B. S. Thomas 
Greencastle --------------------------------- H. E. Krone 
Greenmount ------------------------------ D. K. Reisinger 
Hagerstown, St. Paul -------------------- F. Berry Plummer 
Hagerstown, Grace ---------------------------- G. I. Rider 
Hagerstown, Emmanuel --------------------- P. E. Holdcraft 
Hanover --------------------------------- G. C. Daugherty 
Jefferson _________________________________ :___ W. M. Beattie 
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Keedysville ------~--------,----------------- C. M. Sparrow 
Lemasters --------------------------------- L. M. Kauffman 
Lemoyne --------------------------------- Paul E. Cooper .. 
Manchester-Jerusalem --------------------- G. W. Strine·· 
Manchester, Md. ~------------------------- W. I. Kauffman 
Marion-St. John --------------------------- Jay W. Yohe 
Mechanicsburg ______ .:____________________ C. Guy Stambach 
Mechanicsburg Circuit ----------------------- A. C. Crone 
Middleburg, Pa. ----------------------------- J. A. Yost 
Middletown, Md.-Pleasant Valley ____________ A. W. Garvin 
Mont Alto ----------------------------------- R. C. Oyer 
Mount Olivet --------------------------- Curvin Thompson 
Mount Tabor -----------------~------------- G. E. Snyder 
Mount Wolf ------------------------------- R. R. Zeigler 
Myersville ·------------------------------------ D. R. Fair 
Newburg ------------------------------- S. Fred Christman 
New Cumberland, Trinity -------------------- L. Walter Lutz 
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New Cumberland, Community ------------- D. Floyd Mowrey 
Oakville ------------------------------------- P. M. Slenker 
Gardners-Victory -------------------------- B. P. S. Busey 
Rayville --------------------------------------- H. L. Fehl 
Red Lion ---------------------------------- M. R. Fleming 
Red Lion Circuit ----------------------------- M. B. Heiland 
Rohrersville ---------------------------------- C. R. Sechrist 
Scotland ------------------------------------- C. C. Miller 
Shepherdstown ------------------------------ E. E. Redding 
Shermansdale -------------------------------- J. S. Stambach 
Shippensburg ---------------------------------- E. E. Spatz 
Shiremanstown ---------------------------- R. A. Strasbaugh 
Springet ---------------------------------- W. C. Wachter 
Spring Run ------------------------------- J. Temple Jarrell 
Spry ---------------------------------------- B. D. Rojahn 
Taneytown ------------------------------- P. D. Emenheiser 
Thurmont --------------------------------- Ivan G. Naugle 
Walkersville ---------------------------------- J. W. Fisher 
Washington, D. C. ----------------------- S. B. Daugherty 
Waynesboro ----------------------------- C. M. Ankerbrand 
West Fairview ----------------------------- DeWitt P. Zuse 
Williamsport -------------------------------- H. C. Kottler 
Windsor ---------------------------------- Amos M. Funk 
Winterstown --------------------------------- G. A. Brown 
Wormleysburg --------------------------------- G. A. Heiss 
Yoe ---------------------------------------- J. H. Lehman 
York First ------------------------------ P. E. V. Shannon 
York Second --------------------------- Paul E. Rhinehart 
York Third ----------------------------------- J. I. Green 
York Fourth _______________________________ _: __ E. W. Leech 

·York Fifth ------------------------------ Carl N. Mundis 
York Haven ------------------------------- F. B. Emenheiser 

A. B. Statton, Bishbp Southwest District. 
Roy A. Burkhart, Community Church, Columbus, Ohio. 
Chas. W. Brewbaker, Fairview Church, Dayton, Ohio. 
J. W. Owen, Editor Sunday School Literature. 
S. G. Ziegler, Secretary of Foreign Mission Board. 
J. E. Knipp, Missionary to Japan. 
A. C. Wertsch, Superintendent Quincy Orphanage and Home. 
A. R. Ayres, Conference Supply. 
R. E. Beachley, Conference Supply. 
S. H. Snell, Conference Supply. 
D. D. Brandt, Conference Supply. 
Grace H. Sponseller, Conference Supply. 
Paul J. Martin, Conference Supply. 
J. E. B. Rice, Conference Supply 
R. R. Rodes, Conference Supply. 
A. B. Mower, Conference Supply. 
A. A. Long, Conference Supply. 
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A. N. Horn, Conference Supply. 
J. A. Shettel, Conference Supply. 
Harry T. Boyer, Conference Supply. 
W. Clark Sheaffer, Conference Supply. 
Mary E. Reisinger, Conference Supply. 
J. F. Snyder, Conference Supply. 

AS STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM 

401 

Virginia Conference is incorporated under the laws of the State of 
Maryland. In 1875 a Committee consisting of Bishop D. Edwards, 
Rev. J. W. Howe, G. W. Statton, H. A. Bovey, D. D. Keedy, J. W. 
Kiracofe, and J. S. Grimm, was appointed to sign the Articles of In
corporation, which were granted by the General Assembly of Maryland 
in 1877. The territory of the Virginia Conference included the West
ern part of Maryland at that time, it being the strongest part of the 
conference, thus accounting for the charter being granted by Maryland. 
In 1929 the conference drew up and adopted new articles· of incorpora
tion, and applied for a new . charter, which was granted by the state 
of Maryland and is recorded in Hagerstown, Washington County, Mary
land and dated February 1, 1929. (Liber No. 3, folio 389) The n;ason 
for applying to Maryland for the new charter was due to the fact that 
Virginia does not grant -'this type of charter to a conference. A con
dition of both the old and new charter is that Virginia Conference shall 
include some. part of the State of Maryland. Thus Virginia Conference 
still continues to operate under a charter issued by the State of Maryland. 

DIDN'T NEED DOCTORING 

An ancedote is related to the effect that Bishop Markwood was once 
asked by a preacher of another denomination why it was that few, 
if any, United Brethren preachers had the doctor of divinity degree at 
that time. Bishop Markwood's quick-witted reply was: "I don't know, 
unless it's because our divinity doesn't need doctoring yet." 

THE PIONEER· SPIRIT 

Dr. Thompson, in "Our Bishops," tells an anecdote about Bishop 
Russell. When he was young in the work, about 1818,- he had an ap-
pointment to preach in Franklin County, Pa. He arrived after dark 
and the hous·e was already filled with people. As the young preacher 
entered the yard he slipped and fell into a mud puddle. Not having a 
change of clothing along, he went to a pump, laid under the spout, and 
had a brother pump vigorously until all the mud was washed from his 
clothing. Russell says of the incident: "I soon crowded into the room, 
wet and bare-footed, preached with unusual liberty, made a good impres
sion, and the people were none the wiser· of my mishap." 
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"THE BUSY MARTHA" 

In 1840, during his first pastorate at the Old Otterbein Church in 
Baltimore, Rev. John Russell, later a bishop, began to publish a German 
monthly paper called "Die Geschaeftige Martha" ("The Busy Martha"). 
The General Conference of 1841 decided to take over the publication and 
the Rev. Jacob Erb, who was elected bishop that year, was named as· the 
editor. For lack of patronage the paper was discontinued in 1842. In 
1846 it was revived, and issued from the U. B. Printing Establishment, then 
located at Circleville, Ohio, with Rev. Nehemiah Altman as editor. It 
was then given a new name, ".Der Deutche Telescope," but in 1849 the 
name was changed· back to the "Busy Martha." Yet another change in 
name was made in 1851, this time to "Der Froehliche Botschafter" ("The 
Joyful Messenger"). In 1901 the publication was turned over to the 
Ohio German Conference.· This· conference was dissolved in September, 
1930, and the paper discontinued publication at the end of that year. 
Other editors b.esid~s· those already named were Revs. David Strickler, 
Henry Staub, Julius :pegmei~r, Solomon' Vonneida, Ezekiel Light, William 
Mittendorf, Edward Lorenz, August Schmidt, G. W. Koppittke and Herman 
F. Wegner. · 

''Froin 1870· to 1915-there was a German paper for the young people 
called. "J ugend Pilger" ("Youth's Pilgrim''). The above named editors 
were in"-charge of this publication excepting for the period from 1900 to 
1915, wl;ien Rev. H. J. Fischer was editor. The paper was discontinued 
in 1915. 

Most of the editors of our German publications were at one time 
members of Pennsylvania Conference, or served the Old Otterbein Church, 
which is now affiliated with this conference. · 

THE BROADCASTER 

The Broadcaster is a small news-sheet of twelve columns published 
for the Conference under. the direction of the Council of Administration. 
The first issue was dated December 1, 1929. The circulation per issue 
is about 5,000. From the beginning until the fall of 1933 it was issued 
monthly except in August. As an economy measure the publication 
was suspended in the conference year of 1933-34, excepting for two 
special issues. At the Conference of 1934 it was decided to publish the 
Broadcaster quarterly, and in 193 7 it was put on a bi-monthly basis. 
Rev. Paul E. Holdct;aft was commissioned to organize and edit the .first 
issue in 1929, after which Dr. C. E. Fultz, then Conference Superintendent, 
.served ·as editor until the following conference. Dr. Holdcraft has been 
the editor since 1930. 

HISTORY OF TRANSPORTATION 

On one of the prefatory pages may be seen the typical circuit-rider 
of a hundred and more years ago. When our great arterial highways of 
the present were but mountain trails, our circuit riders used horses to 
transport them from appointment to appointment. Many of them car-
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ried hatchets as part of their equipment for the purpose of blazing trees 
in the primeval wildernesses, and thus keep from being lost. Once, 
when pioneer Rev. John Russell's horse weakened and could go no fur-

Bishop Russell's Carriage 
In which he crossed the Alleghenies seventeen times 

ther, he continued for weeks on foot. Such was the indomitable spirit 
of our pioneers. When the roads became usable by vehicles, Father 
Russell had a sturdy carriage made to his specifications. We present a 
picture of this carriage, taken in 1907 in front of the old Russell home, 
near Keedysville, with three generations of Geetings in the foreground: 
Emmanuel' (great grandson of Geci. Adam Geeting and son of Ephraim 
and Rachel Russell Geeting), William C. Geeting and Russell H. Geeting. 

The closing decades of the 19th century and the first of the 20th 
were the "Hors·e and Buggy" days for our circuit preachers. The Penn
·sylvania Conference preachers who transferred to us from Virginia were 
especially famed for the fast and handsome steeds they owned. The 
writer of this history bought such an animal from an. ex-Virginia preacher, 
Rev. S. A. Crabill, back in 1910, when he became pastor of his first charge, 
Rayville Circuit. A happier person never lived than this young preacher 
when astride "Duchie" enroute to Cedar Grove and Salem, or to Hoshall' s 
:and St. Paul's. Then came the bride and it was necessary to dismount 
from the saddle and ride in the red-wheeled buggy. In 1913 the horse 
and buggy gave way to our first car, a Metz roadster with friction 
transmission. A horn was quite unnecessary, as the machine could be 
heard coming before the horn could be heard. After each Sunday's 
usage it took most of the following week to get the outfit ready for the 
following Sunday. But our pioneer automobilist in the conference was 
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none other than Dr. John Owen, now editor of our denominational Church 
School literature. On April 1st, 1910, he purchased a snappy Ford tour
ing car, with plenty of gadjets and shining brass. The purchase price, with 
freight charges and accessories, amounted to· about $1,000, cash, There was 
no installment plan in those days. Dr. Owen wa:s pastor of Franklin Street 
Church in Baltimore at the time and his car was probably the first owned by 

Dr. Owen's New Ford 
Vintage of 1910 

any mm1ster, of any denomination, in _the entire city. In 1913 he took 
it with him to Dayton and used it a total of twelve years. 

Conference. Superintendent J. H. Ness Off for a Day's Itinerating. 

In his modern closed car Dr. John H. Ness leaves his home in York 
early on a Sunday morning, arriving in Hagerstown in time to teach a Sun-
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Will this be next? 

day School class and preach at 
the morning service; then he is 
off to another section of the con
ference for. an afternoon ap
pointment; at night he may be 
fifty miles further on; and back 
to York before mid-night. Even 
the necessity of fixing a "flat" 
doesn't remove the smile from 
this modern circuit-rider's face. 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

In compiling data for the publication of the history of Pennsylvania 
Conference the writer became impressed with the number of ministers 
whose first names came from the Bible. A little scrutiny revealed some 
interesting facts, even though there may be no particular_ s"ignificance 
attached to them. 

We have a list of nearly seven hundred ministers who at one time or 
another were members of Pennsylvania conference, not counting the minis
ters of Virginia and Maryland conferences· who served our Maryland 
churches, 1831-1901. Fully 250 of these are listed with their initials only. 
Doubtless, many of these initials stand for Bible names, too. Of th'e 
remainder, 255 have Bible names taken from every part of the Scripture. 
Fifty-one different Bible names are listed, including most of the patriarchs, 
prophets, priests and apostles. The most popular name is John, which 
occurs 71 times. Other names much in evidence are Jacob, 26; Daniel, 20; 
Samuel, 18, etc. 

There were no Pauls until 1909 when Rev. Paul R. Koontz and the 
writer joined the conference.· :Since then nine more Pauls and a Pauline 
have affiliated. For some reason the name didn't appeal to the earlier 
parents of the church. 

Bible names are not as·· popular as they used to be. At present there 
are 119 members of the conference with only 29 answering to Bible names; 
whereas of the first 119 to join, 72 had Bible names. 

But, after all, "What's in a name?" _ Some of the greatest leaders our 
Conference has ever produced managed to get along without being named 
after a patriarch, prophet or apostle. 

CONFERENCE MINUTES DATES 

The minutes of the. conference up to 1868 were hand-written. The 
dates of each conference are given without any reference to the serial 
number of the conference. The first printed minutes appeared in 1869 
with these words on the title page: "Proceedings of the 39th Annual Ses
sion of Pennsylvania Conference." Evidently the secretary decided to date 
the conference from the time of the division of the original conference 
which was ordered by the General Conference of 1829, taking effect in 
1830. In 1873 the title page was changed to read: "Proceedings of 
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the 93rd Annual S.ession of Pennsylvania Conference." This would in
dicate the first conference was held about 1780. Just who is responsible 
for this new dating is not clear, but the dating was carried along until 
1889 when a discussion arose in the conference concerning the date. A 
resolution was passed instructing the secretary to correct the date to read 
"the one hundredth session instead of the one hundred and ninth as it 
would be according to the present date." At the conference of 1936 yet 
another change was authorized. The conference historian pointed out that 
the very first conference, that of 1789, was not being counted. The 1936 
conference, for instance, was the 148th session, but the 147th anniversary. 
Seeing the error, the conference voted to make the correction. A full 
discussion of the above appears in the 1936 minutes, pages 59, 60. 

Philip William Otterbein 

· This picture portrays Otterbein in the prime of his life, when he was 
giving vigorous leadership in the pietistic movement that culminated in the 
organization of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ. The picture 
of Otterbein on one of the prefatory pages presents him in his later years. 
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CONSTITUTION 
Of the Society form~d for the suppo.-t and relief of the travelling or superannuated and ;,. 

the service of the gospel worn out Preachers of the United Brethern in Christ. 

ARTICLE I. 
This society is to be kno:.vn by and bear the name of The Bcnei·olent Society.of the United Breth. 

ren iu Christ. 
ARTICl,E II. 

Section 1. The fonds of t~is _society and a!l other c~ncerns, arc to be directed and managed by ,.. 
board of seven Trustees, a maJority of whom is to constitute a. quorum to transact the bussiness entrust
ed to them. 

Sec. 2 The first Trnstees are to be appointed by the present annual conference, and hold their ap
pointment until their successors are appomted by the next general conference, '\vho shall appoint; the 
Trustees for this society, at each succeeding general conference for four years. 

See. 3. In case·of death, resignation, orexpnlsion ofany member of the board of Trustees the Pre
sidwt of the hoard shall notify and call a meeting of the members of the board, where they shall fill 
the vacancy by electing a~othcr member from the subscribers. -

Sec. 4. Th.e T1:ustt;es shall e~ect a. Pr~sident out of their o~vn body, who shall preside and have 
a casting vote mall lheH· proccedmgs, sign m the name of Pre.sident and Trustees of the Benevolent 
Society of the United Brethren -in Christ, all contracts, deeds, leas«s, &c. in behalf.ofthe society. 

Sec. 5. The Trustees shall appoint a. Treasurer, who shall give bond_ and securities for the foiU» 
ful performance of his trust. 

Sec. 6. All monies received on account of subscription, donations or ·Otherwise, shall~ be paid over. 
to !he Tieasnrer, and. by hi1!1 inv~sted in such fonds, and appropriated tg such purpose, as the hryard of 
Trustees shall from-hmetotime direct. 

Sec. 7, A correct account of all receipts and expenditures is· to he kept by the Treasurer, and annu
ally transmitted to the annual conference, and every four years to the general conference. 

ARTICLE Ill. 
Sec. 1. Every member of this society shall pay annually One Dollar on or before the first of 

.March in every year to the fund of this society. . 
Sec. $. Ever:y pe_rson who subscribes and pays Ten Dollars, $hall be. a member for life, without 

any further contr1button. . ~ 

Sec. 3. If any member neJrlerts or refuses to pay for three _successive years l1is :{nnual subscrip· 
tion, he by so doing excludes himself of his membership. _ . . _ 

ARTICLE IV. 
Sec. 1 . The funds of the society received by subscription, donation or otherwise, shall by the di. 

rection of the board of Trustees. be invested in such manner, as shall appear to them t.he most safe 
and produc~ive. ~ 

Sec. 2. The funds shall he kept sacred until the capital shall amount to twenty thousand dollars,, 
and on no account whatever shall the hoard of Tmstees appropriate any part of the capital fund be. 
fore this time · 

Sec. 3. The board of Trustees shall annually direct their Tre·asurer, to pay over to .the annual 
conferences; such sums (after ·<_ledacting the necesoary expenses incurred) as may have accrued by 
interest. or revenue on the capital fuud. 

Sec 4. The annual conferences shall distribute such sums, as may appear to them .most prope.
and beneficial. 

ARTICLE V. 
Sec. 1. The board of Trustees shall have the power to locate the place, and app!Jint the time of 

the;r meding-. · , . 
Sec. $ They shall have the power to make by-l~ws, and .a.dopt-sucli other rul!'s and regulati?ns. 

as may appear nece;sary to the wellfare of the soeICty, provided such by.Jaws, rUles and regulahouo 
arc not contrary to this constitution. _. 

Sec. 3. They also have power to adopt and use a common seal in behalf or' the society. 

"ARTICLE VI. 
The general conference shall have power to alter- and amend this constitution, provided. twq thirds' 

of the 1licmhc.1•s of their: body agree to such amendment or altl'r-.ttjon, and the names -0f the yeas and 
ntJc..c; are entcretl in their protocoH. · 

Tht· ahove con<titution has been adopted and ratified by the United Brethren in conference assembled. 
'l'he following persons were appointed Trustees until the next general conference. 

John Cronise, Valentine Daub, Andrew Newcomer, George 
.Martini, Jacob Wenger, Jacob Brazer, Samuel Huber . 

. 4PRIL ll, 1sn. 

Fae-simile of the Constitution of the original Benevolent Society of the 
United Brethren in Christ, organized in 1822 at Hagerstown, Md. 
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The Old Match House, Thurmont, Md. 

_Jacob and Joseph_.Weller, pioneer. leaders of the United Brethren Church 
- in -Frederick--Courity;- Maryland, also pioneered as mechanics. They carried 

on an extensive edge-tool manufactory at Mechanicstown (now known as 
Thurmont), which was the first of its kind south of New York. They 
made mill-irons, pump-augurs (for old fashioned wooden-stock pumps), 
chisels and axes, which were shipped chiefly to the Southern states and to 
the West Indies. Moreover, the first lucifer matches made in America were 
manufactured by the W ellers in the old house shown above. The building 
has had a second story added to it, but it still stands and is as sturdy as 
when new. The matches were made by hand and sold for twently-five 
cents a box. Mote about these ambitious _men is to be found in the history 
of the Thurmont Church, Chapter IV. 

NUMBERING ISRAEL 

The early Church fathers were strenuously opposed to enrolling names 
of members in local church records and to the giving out of statistics. Rev. 
Christian Newcomer was the first leader to break away from this tradition 
and to urge "classing," as it was termed in those days. The United Breth
ren Church did not release any statistics until 1850. The prejudice seems 
to have been based upon the Biblical account of David's sin in numbering 
Israel. 
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The Old Winterstown Church 

Erected in 1868 and used until the new Church was 
completed in 1909 

"THE GOOD OLD DAYS" 

409 

From time to time we hear someone express a yearning for "The 
Good Old Days" of years by-gone. And there are many features of the 
work and worship of the Church in the earlier stages of its development 
we wish might be in evidence today. On the other hand, we have made 
progress in some things. For instance, the Conference of 1831 found it 
necessary tci pass this resolution: "Resolved that the manufacture and sale 
of strong drink by the members of this annual conference is hereby pro
hibited." The resolution "passed by NEARLY a unanimous vote." Evi
dently one or more of the brethren had a little business on the side. We 
must interpret this incident in the light of the period. Tobacco was used 
by most of the minis.ters in the early years of i:he Church. That tobacco 
was used during the sessions of conference is clearly indicated in a reso
lution passed in 1849: "Resolved that the nauseous weed of tobacco be 
dispensed with in the conference room during this session." In the early 
days of Georgetown Chapel (Walkersville) spittoons were placed at every 
other seat for the convenience of male worshippers who liked to chew 
tobacco during the long and tedious discourses. About a score of these 
antiques were found by the writer of this history when he became pastor 
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there in 1912. They had been stored in the cellar of the parsonage. 
They were of earthenware and were broken up by the new pastor. The 
aged sexton told the writer that one who had been pastor there many years 
before had the habit of chewing tobacco until the moment he was to preach 
his sermon, then he would put his cud on the shelf behind the pulpit. The 
sexton said that when this pastor left "there were seventeen cuds on that 
shelf." 

Soon after the Civil War period the Conference began bringing in 
resolutions condemning the use of tobacco by the clergy and today it is the 
law of the church. In the Discipline of 1937, page 56, we read: "No 
person shall be granted license to preach the gospel who uses tobacco in 
any form. The license of any preacher who u~es tobacco, shall, upon 
proper evidence, be revoked by the annual conference." 

"New occasions teach new duties; 
Time makes ancient good uncouth." 

Conference Officials, 1925 

Standing:-Rev. W. M. Beattie, Recording Secretary; Rev. A. R. Ayres, D. D., Acting 
Conference Superintendent, July 1 to October 8, 1925; Rev. E. W. Leech, Statis-
tical Secretary. -

Seated:-Rev. C. E. Fultz, D. D., Conference Superintendent; Bishop W. M. Bell, 
D. D., LL. D., Bishop of the East District; Rev. J. E. Kleffman, D. D., Con
ference Treasurer. 
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Mount Olivet Church, "Marsh Run" 

Foretunner of Trinity Church, New Cumberland, Penna. 
(See pages 187, 188, .267) 

411 
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The Membership of Memorial Church, Washington, D. C., 
at the time of the dedication of the Chapel, 1893. 
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THE CONFERENCE STAFF OF 1915 

REAR ROW-Rev. W. M. Beattie, Statistical Secretary; Rev. J. E. Kleffman, D. D., 
Treasurer; Rev. D. M. Oyer, Recording Secretary. 

FRONT ROW-Rev. W. H. Washinger, Conference Superintendent; Bishop W. M. 
Weekley; Rev. Edw. W. Leech~ Host to the 1915 Conference. 

GLOSSBRENNER ANECDOTE 

The story is told that a young preacher asked Bishop Glossbrenner 
just how old he should be before marrying. The wise bishop replied: "If 
you have the right girl, you will not make a mistake in marrying young. 
If you have the wrong one, you had better never get married." 
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Ordination Certificate of Rev. Jacob Bowlus (Baulus) 
(See sketch on page 290) 

The Conference met in Hagerstown, May 24-27, 1814. No mention 
is made in the minutes of the ordination of Mr. Bowlus, who was a secretary 
of the Conference. Dr. Brane suggests that this ordination took place at 
Henry Kumler's, near Greencastle, in connection with a Sacramental meeting 
held there by Bishop Newcomer. In the early days of the church many were 
licensed and ordained between the sessions of Conference, with no other 
sanction than that of the Bishop. 

Retreat Grove Scho~I 
House Near Walk. 

ersville, Md. 

This school house was 
erected about 1830 and its 
first teacher was Peter 
Kemp, son of the Peter 
Kemp in whose home our 
denomination took form 
in 1800. (See the histo'ry 
of Walkersville Church in 
Chapter IV.) 
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Rev. Sfmon .Geeting 

Rev. Simon Geeting was the tenth and 
youngest child of George Adam Geet
ing. The photograph from which this 
cut was made was taken in 1866, when 
Mr. Geeting was seventy-eight years of 
age. He removed from Maryland to 
Preble County·, Ohio, in 1817, and a 
few years later to Hamilton County, 
Ohio, where h.e lived until he went to 
Indiana in 1870. He died May 10, 1875, 
at the home of his son Simon, who also 
was a preacher. 

Monument erected in 1907 to mark 
the site of the old Geeting Meet· 
·ing House, near Keedysville, Md. 
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Old Mt H ~~ · · ebron Ch · h ' - P.E>H . urc nearK d . 
This Church ' ee ysville Md 

built a short . was the successor ' . moved i d1_stance from the of ~he Geeting M . 
Church !~s ~~~ir dnew building i;d .;;,_itedin .1845. Af~~~gtrouse, and was n own. ee ysv1lle in 1870 he congregation ' t e Mt. Hebron 

. The grave of G 
in the. old Mt. H~b:ge Adam Geeting 
thed picture are R onllCemetery. In 
an W"ll" usse H G l iam C G . · eeting 
scendents of G · eetmg, direct d eorge Adam G . eeetmg. 
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The First "Liberal" Appeal 

The above is a fac-simile of the first appeal that was -made by the 
"Liberal" element of the Church to the General Conference against the 
enforcement of the clause in the Discipline forbidding member_s to belong 
to secret orders. 
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Trustee Board, U. B. Orphanage and Home, Quincy, Penna., 1936-37 
Standing-Mr. M. K. Light, Rev. W. S. Wilson, D. D., Rev. U. P. Hovermale, D. D., Rev. J. H. Ness, D. D., Rev. 

S. Paul Weaver, D. D., Rev. M. R. Fleming. D. D. 
Seated-Mr. Harry Newcomer, Rev. J. S. Fulton, D. D., Bishop G. D. Batdorf, D. D., Rev. S. C. Enk, D. D., Rev. 

H. M. Miller, Rev. E. G. Sawyer. 
Members of Board not on picture-Mr. R. A. Moody, Rev. N. H. MacAllister, D, D., Rev. F. H. Capehart, D. D., Mr. 

Albert Watson, Prof. J. H. Ruebush. 
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FIFTY YEARS IN THE MINISTRY 

(As reported in the Conference Minutes of 1912) 

At the Conference of 1912, held in Frederick, Maryland, honors were 
given to four aged ministers who had completed £!.fty or more'years in the 
gospel ministry. They were Dr. Z. A. Colestock, Rev. J. W. Grimm, Rev. 
A. M. Evers and Rev. J. W. Kiracofe. Each of the apove spoke reminiscent
ly of his past labors and of the joys and sorrows that attended the itinerant's 
life. Superintendent Wm. H. Washinger, D. D., then spoke words of con
gratulation and presented each of the four with a bouquet of fifty white 
carnations as a token of personal regard and appreciation. Dr. C. I. B. 
Brane was followed with eloquent words of appreciation for the privilege 
of a share in honoring these aged veter.ans of the cross, three of whom 
were his former pastors. 

Sup't Washinger, in speaking to the four brethren on the occasion 
of the celebration of the golden anniversary of their entrance into the 
Gospel ministry, said, among other things: 

"I would present to you, my brethren, faithful servants· of the King 
of Kings, a priceless diamond taken from the mines· of eternal love. 
The light from three facets gleams from it: First, Ebenezer-"Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us." Second, Emahuel-"God with us." Third, 
Jehovah-Jireh-"The Lord will provide." 

He spoke of Rev. Dr. Colestock as the Logidan; Rev. A. M. Evers 
as the Poet; Rev. J. W. Kiracofe as the Orator, and Rev. J. \Y. Grimm as 
the Theologian. He then presented to each one· fifty carriations, a~ his 
individual gift and on behalf of the Conference, in honor of their having 
been fifty years iri. the Gospel ministry, and presented to Rev. J. W. Kira
cofe, on behalf of the Centennial Memorial congregation, Frederick, Md~, 
a beautiful gold-headed umbrella. Rev. Kiracofe served six years as pastor 
of this congregation. · 

Doctor Washinger then in a vein of humor referred to the fact that, 
judging by the furi these good brethren had enjoyed and the good acomplish
ed, one would think they had spent a hundred years or more. in the Gospel 
ministry. He spoke of the many incentives the old ministers had set before 
them, and sang for them the following song, composed by an unknown 
itinerant of the Gospel ministry, in evidence of the above statement, and in 
which song the old itinerant of by-gone days embodied some of his rich 
experience: 

SONG OF THE OLD ITINERANT 

.1. I saw a way-worn preacher, 
In seedy garments clad, 

Holding down the station
I t seemed that he was sad. 

His pocket-book was empty
Provisions nearly gone-

But he shouted as he tramped around
"Deliverance will come." 

Chorus-Then Palms of Victory, etc. 
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2. The Summer sun was shining; 
The sweat was on his face; 

His step of early morning 
Had quickened to a pace. 

But the people even grumbled 
Because he would not run; 

Yet he shouted as he visited, 
"Deliverance will come." 

3. I saw him in the evening; 
The sun was bending low; 

He had that tired feeling, 
His step was very slow; 

But as he dragged his weary limbs 
Toward his humble home, 

He shmited loud, "Hosanna," 
"Deliverance will come." 

4. . He went to bed at twelve o'clock, 
But could not go to sleep, 

For the wife had said for breakfast 
They had not much to eat; 

But when he rose next morning 
With heart so sad and sore, 

He found a ham and bacon, 
And some flour at the door. 

5. The Conference was a-coming on, 
The salary was behind ; 

He had no clothing fit to wear, 
Which weighed upon his mind; 

But the day before he started, 
The ladies rigged him out 

In a brand new suit for Conference, 
Which made our· preacher shout. 

6. The Conference ground out business 
Along from day to day, 

Till the time came for appointments 
And the Bishop had his say; 

Our preacher listened daily 
To see where he would fall; 

He was made Presiding Elder, 
And that atoned for all! 



Reverend A. M. Evers and his Sunday School Class, Grace Church, Hagerstown, 1910 
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THE JOHN SP ANGLER HOME 

Picture on Page 35 

In the first Discipline published by the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ, in 1815, is the historical statement: "The second conference was 
held in Paradise Township, York County, Pennsylvania, at the house of 
Brother John Spangler, in the year of our Lord 1791." Doctor A. W. Drury 
comments: "Mr. Spangler was a large land-holder and a substantial citizen. 
In church connection the family were Reformed." Doctor John H. Ness 
and others have made an intensive search for the exact location of this old 
home, but without definite success. The Spangler farm consisted of a tract 
of about 600 acres located near Thomasville, along the Lincoln Highway, 
about eight miles from York. This much is known, but just where the 
house stood on the property is in doubt. 

There is good reason to doubt that John Spangler should be credited 
with having entertained the conference of 1791. Well authenticated 
records to be found in the York Library indicate that John Spangler was 
but fourteen years of age at the time. His father's name was Bernhard 
Spangler (1745-1802). John was born February 15, 1777, and died June 
21, 1855. It is_ probable that later the young man became prominent in 
the work. The historical statement in the Discipline of 1815 was written 
after John had grown to maturity and had established himself as a stalwart 
churchman. A similar situation exists with reference to the conference of 
1800. Some historians place it at the Frederick Kemp home, others at the 
Peter Kemp home. It was one and the same home, however, for Fred
erick was the father of Peter. 

The supposition is that the Spanglers were members of the Reform,ed 
Church in York during the pastorate of Mr. Otterbein (1765-1774), and 
were in full sympathy with his pietistic movement. It was but natural 
that they should keep in touch with him after his removal to Baltimore and 
offer their home for the purpose of a conference. 




