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Facing La Recoleta  

 Buenos Aires, 2010 

 

 

I. Requiescat in Pace 

 

The wishes of this stone-blown little girl 

are gone, yet she waits on the yellow-pink  

globe of stained glass turning mother-of-pearl 

blue.  No blood runs here, just stone—dried out ink 

that once scribed a city.  Wing-tipped shadows 

slant upward, revealing the thin pathway 

 

to cockroaches, spray-paint, and these fallow 

grounds.  Mausoleums, stretched tall, decay  

into the rust of sky.  Granite chambers, 

mere inches apart, make me walk heavy 

in my bones, as if I’ve been bound by pine 

trees and coffins.  Broken walkways levy  

 

death on us, and behind the barred, gray walls, 

the Virgin Mother etched in window jewels.  
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II.  The Viewing 

  

Mary’s face, and I’m back in Johnsonburg, 

prayer card gripped tight between my thumbs.  His corpse 

dressed in hunting flannel, the lipstick-hard 

mouth pinned to smirk—the gold, velvet lamps warped 

 

his image, and mine.  I was only ten, 

and forced to take my place on the kneeler  

where I gaped, pretending to say Amens 

and Our Fathers.  So close to his skin, more 

 

than I’d like to be, perhaps more than I 

should have been.  They assumed I was grieving 

my great uncle, but I was terrified 

of becoming a death doll, of the seething 

 

sour smell so unlike my home. The faux 

lilies, the silence of lace and pillows . . .  
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III.  I will return and I will be millions. 

—Eva Perón 

 

 

Her golden expression convinces me 

there’s an unseen warmth in these hazy clouds. 

She’s crowned for motherhood, haloed with down 

for final rest.  She’s the soul behind He, 

like our affectionate Evita turned 

activist from radio actress, laid 

behind this marble door with floral braids 

of illusive stone, weaved with bulbs infirm 

as velvet.  The silhouettes at sunset 

sprawl and flatten by the gates, ceramic 

bowls of milk left for the smoldering eyes 

that squint, orange and hungry—feral cats 

given sparkling china stars and planets. 

Tourists admire as kittens lap up the skies. 

 



! 3V!

IV. Reflection 

 

 

Tawny cats, still starving, bury their heads 

 

in straw, below women of copper green 

 

covered in fruitless vines marking their dead. 

 

Stone dogs guard the nursing mother screened 

in ivy_one child clinging to her breast,  

the firstborn already overgrown.  Hung 

 

by cypress branches, a reflection recessed 

into sky: taken off the cross, a young 

 

Christ.  Is it strange to believe that concrete 

angels have feathers?  Leaving earthly margins 

behind as He did, I will let go, be free 

 

from fearing the intangible, lend skin 

 

and my image to these windows.  For I 

 

realize that I’m young, but not too young to die. 

!
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for Maria Chona!

 

 

Rolling lush Indian figs  

     in the desert grains, 

we satisfy ourselves, our growing 

          bodies. 

The spider shimmies over  

         hot stones, 

  chanting a lullaby to only me as I rest 

from fetching water.  Callused  

                 palms pressed to dust, 

  my brother’s silhouette  

       shivers  

  against the humid sunset. 

Looking west toward  

             the rusted crags, 

                  he darts for the overhang, 

 a rush of dark silk 

         diffusing behind him.   

Falling on cracked knees 

        he tilts his head  

             to a fading sky— 

                   gold bleeding 
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                  into royal blue— 

         then trembles, 

garbles his speech.   

         I remember when that was me. 

But now he’s in the glory,  

         waking dreams 

that Elder Brother has gifted under   

             a slivered moon. 

  I stumble  

       over the land to get to him.   

 Guttural 

     screaming echoes deep in his  

                  bronze chest. 

I hold his thrashing head  

                                         until he ceases 

 and his black eyes water.  

 He hastens toward the village, 

 and I follow, my pounding 

           footsteps  

 less urgent, like the patient 

drum 

         underneath rhythmic stories, 

  chanted around  

     tongues— 

wild and orange. 
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